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PREFACE

China is a large country, characterized with varying climate and rich biological resources.
According to the statistics, the number of living species on the earth ranges 5-50 million, of
which 1.4 million are scientifically described only, about 10% of the global number occurs in
China. China is ranked at the top eighth in the world for the richness of biological diversity.

As the rapid growth of population and development of socio—economy make the conflicts
even increasingly great between population and the resources and environment, the conservation
of endangered and threatened species, especially those which are endemic to China only, and
of the environment in which the species exist is great significance to improve the biosphere,
accelerate the sustainable development of biological engineering and national socio—economy
in the future.

Pinus dabeshanensis Cheng et Law is one of those species that are endangered and endemic
to China,this species was documented with second priority in October 1992 in the species list
of trees which were the first time assigned to be conserved in China. This species was
formally described by Professor Zheng Wanjun based on the first collection of this species in
Yuexi County, Anhui Province, China in 1956. It was found that the natural occurrence of
this pine is just limited in the mountains with altitudes ranging 700-1200m in the adjacent
area between Anhui and Hubei Provinces. The biological characteristics of this species is
rarely known because of its very limited distribution only in the Dabieshan mountain area,
however, the economic value of its timber is even greater than that of Pinus armandii
Franch., P. hwangshanensis Hsia and P. koraiensis Sieb. et Zucc. in wood properties.

The authors of the work, Pinus dabeshanensis Cheng et Law and its Origin, have very long
engaged in teaching and research in Anhui Agricultural University. with the geographic
advantage and constantly hard working, they have been studying since 1982 on the species
in terms of morphology, geographic distribution, origin, biological and ecological characteristics,
reproduction and regeneration and wood property and utilization, what they have done is the
first approach to the systematic study of the species.- This book has scientifically and
practically described this pine with simple language and elaborate structure and will be very
useful as a valuable reference for the research in the coniferous in China.

I hope what I say here, on requirement by the authors just before the birth of the book, will
attract a great attention to be paid by the related government sectors, even the whole society,
to the conservation of this pine and other rare and endangered forest tree species in China.

Wang Wencai
Academician

Chinese Academy of Sciences
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