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In China, there are two great well — known mother rivers, the Yellow River and Yangtze River which poured out in the Pacific ocean
and nurtured our people. As early as the primordial age, when the dawn of civilization radiated on the banks of the Yellow River, the south
of the lower reaches of the Yangtze River broke too. This area has long been known as “a land of fish and rice”.In ancient times, the
people of Wu—clan and Yue-clan lived here. There were many moving stories handed down. The Chongshan Mountain that located in the
southwest of Wuxi has a spur extend into the Taihu Lake. Four Chinese characters “Bao Yun Wu Yue” (It embraced the region of the
south of Jiangsu and the north of Zhejiang) were carved on the cliff. These words profoundly reflected this place was richly endowed by
nature. Since the Tang-Song Dynasties, the centres of economy and culture of our country had transfered to the Taihu Lake Region. The
Jiangsu—Zhejiang Area was a rich place and had special natural conditions. Many scholars and talents gathered there. The social flourish
drew the people trend to illusively. On the basis of local idols, a lot of Baddhistic and Taoistic temples appeared, embellished with the
beliefs, the people’s life had more strange colours.

In other word, belief is convinction. Everyone has an object that he believes in, respects and adores, and his action rules formed
therefore. The religion is one of the objects that many people believe in. From believing in primitive multi — deity advanced to focusing in
one kind of religion, although people worship different object, but the characters of everyone’s action are the same. What is called local
belief is not a particular religion, its contents are mingled even obscure. Today, the belief of some Chinese people is not pure or single,
various worships are always interwoven. I’ ve researched the “paper horse” in Wuxi. It's a figure which adhibited some symbols of infor-
mation, after being burnt, it runs quickly and transfers information to the diety. In several hundred kinds of paper horses, it cannot do
without the main dieties of Buddhism and Taoism, but other kinds of dieties that administrated folk affairs even more, such as earth diety,
tree diety, bridge diety, kitchen diety, and even include Lu Ban, Ji Kang, Ge Hong, Guan Yu and Sun Wukong, etc. Thus we realize a
priciple: since the diety is created by people, one respects diety, then diety exists in his mind, and when people have each demand, the each
diety can be created. Under these circumstances, besides the imaginary diety, some person can be looked upon as a diety. If one who can
helps people to prevent calamities, and saves them, then he can be held in respect by the people of locality, and be looked upon as a diety

+. after he died. In many people’s mind, the purposes of respect diety are to do philanthropic actions, to accumulate charitable deeds, to e-



liminate evils and to prevent disasters. Someone said, in chaotic wartime, people demand diety best, but diety can’ t help them, they are
unable to respect diety. Only in peace time, people are more rich and prosperous, that enable they to present with all respect in diety, the
temples attract a large number of pilgrims. In commercial tide, merchants are fond of respect in the diety of wealth. These actions reflect a
kind of mood, and comfort this mood. If use a common expression, those are asking for good luck.

At present, our cognition on interplayed relationship between spirit and matter is inadequated, especially we still do not know what is
the catalyst for promote reciprocal transfomation between the both and how to grasp it actively. These questions remain to be further re-
searched. There are various phenomenons in the world, and folk custom affairs are miscellaneous, so that a lot of valuable materials reserved
in folks. We must deeply explore them, and study their useful connotations. The Taibo’s grave and Taibo’s Shrine located in Wuxi. Taibo
was the first ancestor of Wu State in Zhou Dynasty. He was called as Wu Taibo in history records. He was the eldest son of Taiwang—an
ancestor in the Zhou Dynasty. Zong Yong and Ji Li were his younger brothers. Taiwang considers the son of Ji Li was a person of virtue
and planned to turn over his throne to Ji Li. Taibo and Zong Yong came to the South of Yangtze River under the pretext of gather
medicinal herbs. They cut hair and tattooed bodies as the people of locality did, and created the Wu State in Wuxi later. This demeanour
of declined the throne so far be told from mouth to mouth with general approval. Now Mr. Gao Xiechu created the Wu Culture Park in
Wuxi, for carry forward the traditional culture of his native place. He strove for more than ten years, this park has been finalized. It shows
the Wu culture to visitors, the exhibits are many and varied. Mr. Gao has high aspiration and deal with concrete matters relating to
work. He takes great pains to construct local culture and has eyes on the development of Chinese culture. On one hand, he build cultural
substances group by group, on the other hand, he publish a series of Wu cultural book. As the book“Art on Folk Idols in Wu Area”, has

been edited, he asked me to write a preface, I'm touched by his spirit, and admire his practice, so wrote the above words.

Zhang Daoyi
Professor of Southeast University

(Translated by Xiong Datong)
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In Wu Area, people free themselves from old ideas, the folk belief was brisk. Over the years, the confucian, Buddhist and Taoist, loyal

subject under a monarch, chivalrous, person, good official and sagacious prime minister, each of them has made valuable contributions to the
nation, or was advantageous to the inculcation, the people looked upon him as a diety, and built memorial hall for him. In some festivals, the
people held ceremony to welcome the diety. These actions have been handed down, and they became the common practicés of people. Why
the folk belief spread so far and wide, continuous and unbroken, they depended on the splendour of their art. As the Buddhism be spread
into Wu Area, temples and pagodas appeared in succession. There were varied precious works of art in the temple, such as serious statue of
Buddha, incense burner, tripod, bell and drum. The common people from all directions were to burnt incense and worshiped diety, they
admired the diety in hearts. Some people of Wu Area believe in Taoism, their purpose was to presered the health. In their mind, the unreal
celestial being fluttered in famous mountain and cave, they have unrestrained manner, with pretty looks. The Wu people have made many
statues of varied celestial being, their looks like mankind, were delicate and propitious, beautiful and tasteful. These statues were lovable, and
being esteemed as art treasures. They moulded people’s temperament, cleaned up the filth and mire, purified people’s minds, were valuable
to mankind.
) The Wu Culture Park melted the belief and art in one furnace. The Chang Qing Nunnery has been rebuilt, the Wu Area Buddhism
Cultural Centre and Jia Zi Hall which exhibited the Taoism culture has been built too .In addition, the Village Diety Hall, Matchmaker
Memorial Temple and Wealth Diety Pavilion all reappeared. Many statues be set in these buildings, such as the jade Buddha that from
Burma, dignified Avalokitesvara, and vivid Hua Jia Diety that moulded by famous skilled workman, etc. There are otherwise fine altar,
carefully carved niche for Buddha statue, musical instrument, bell and tripod. These are the feast for eyes. We collected the cream in this
book offer to the readers.

Somebady say that one seeking for truth must respect science, doing good works should believe religion, appriciating beauty firstly
apppreciates the art. We edited this book, our intension is to seek for the truth, the good and the beauty. Professor Zhang Daoyi of Southeast

University writes the preface and title for this book, I express my gratitued to him.

Gao Xiechu
Feb. 1998
(Translated by Xiong Datong)
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