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Inaugural Remarks

The first issue of the Journal of Gugong Studies makes its appearance as 2004 draws to a close.

The Palace Museum prepares to celebrate the 80th anniversary of its establishment, and Gugong studies will
simultaneously also be celebrating 80 years of development from their humble beginnings to the broad sweep they
encompass today. This discipline has taken shape and grown in strength spontaneously since the concept of "Gugong
studies” was first proposed. This represents the natural demands inherent in the development of the discipline itself,
while also signaling that the discipline has now entered a new stage of self-awareness.

Given that the Palace Museum has already established an academic journal (Palace Museum Journal) and a
comprehensive cultural magazine focused on the history and culture of the Chinese palace complex (Forbidden City),
what are the tasks and aims behind the establishment of this new publication, Journal of Gugong Studies? Simply put,
this new publication is designed to serve research in Gugong studies and the formal establishment of the discipline.

Journal of Gugong Studies is a large format serial publication that will appear initially as an annual, and focus on
including two main types of papers. The first group will present the results of research in Gugong studies, encouraging
creativity and supporting investigative research, by paying particular attention to creating the conditions for younger
scholars and giving them greater scope for presenting their own ideas. The second group of papers will focus on
research that establishes the discipline's scientific nature, and the parameters and methodology of this research, thereby
encouraging debate and originality. The development of scholarship and the establishment of a discipline are endeavors
that follow inherent rules governing their development which cannot be forced and are part of a natural process; these
endeavors cannot be consummated overnight and a lengthy period of accumulative development is required. Journal
of Gugong Studies will reflect the steps in this undertaking and docurnent the milestones in the development of the
discipline.

As the Gugong plays a special role in Beijing so should those studying the Gugong play a special role in Gugong
studies and make a greater contribution. In October 1929, after many years of divisive turmoil, the journal Gugong
Zhoukan was established by the newly established Gugong Bowuyuan (Palace Museum). That publication introduced
every aspect of the cultural relics and ancient buildings of the Gugong through monograph studies, textual research,
archival documentation, textual annotation and cataloguing. As explained by the Director Y1 Peiji in his "inaugural
remarks": "If in any modest way this journal can play any part in our nation's cultural renaissance, then it will be
felicitous for the Palace Museum and the journal itself". This statement reflected the Palace Museum's ardent sense
of responsibility and mission in transmitting and proclaiming China's traditional culture. Because of the subsequent
war, Gugong Zhoukan ceased publication with its 510th issue, but the spirit and aspirations of the Gugong scholars
realized in the pages of the journal became a precious legacy. Our new Journal of Gugong Studies is intended to beat
with the pulse of the original Gugong Zhoukan.

In establishing Journal of Gugong Studies we hope that Gugong studies are invigorated, that new scholarship
results and that a new generation of talented researchers emerges. This is our hope in producing Journal of Gugong

Studies.

Zheng Xinmiao
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Zheng Xinmiao

Abstract:

Gugong studies encompasses six major areas of study: the
buildings and architecture of the Forbidden City; the cultural
relics and other items in the collections within the Forbidden
City; the remains of the history and culture of the palace; the
Ming and Qing archives; the Qing palace's documents; and
the history of the Palace Museum. It has a rich and deep
disciplinary content that lies along three main strata: the core is
the Gugong (Forbidden City) itself; the central layer comprises
the buildings of the Gugong itself and the inalienable relics now
in the museum as well as the historical and cultural remains

of the palace itself; and the upper strata are made up of the

six major areas of study as their related rich content. The
foundation of Gugong studies has been laid over 80 years of
practice and research, and now the promotion and realization
of Gugong studies is entering its phase of self-awareness, as
we raise Gugong studies to the level of being a comprehensive
discipline.

Key words:
Gugong studies; research parameters; disciplinary content;
disciplinary basis; stage of self-awareness.
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