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Abstract

Britain’s attitude toward the China’s peace talk between the South
and the North was: She sided with the South and urged the Peking
Government under control got by Japan to refrain for the present from
drawing the War Participation Loan, disband the War Participation
Army; She did her best to bring about the continuation of the peace
conference; She insisted on cooperation with Japan to settle the issues of
the War Participation Loan and the War Participation Army.

Britain played the role of Japan’s accomplice in the seitlement of the
Shantung issue in the Paris Peace Conference, giving German rights and
interests in Shangtung to Japan due to the 1917 secret arrangement
between Britain and Japan. After that conference Britain’s attitude took
some changes; she urged Japan to make the assurances about the Shantung
issue in the Peace Conference openly and carried on them, asked the
Japanese troops to withdraw from Shangtung;She asked Japan to carry on
the policy of open door; She took the attitude of non-interference toward
the pressure Japan exerted upon China to settle the Shantung issue with
her directly; She took sympathetic attitude toward China’s action of
appealing to the League of Nations about the Shantung issue.

Britain negotiated the Tibetan question with China between 1919 to
1921. Her attitude toward the boundary between Tibet and the Chinese
Territory was flexible. She considered the suspension of the negotiations
an insult and was avenged on China in the aspect of diplomacy. The
Tibetan question had nothing to do with Japan, but Japan interrupted it in
order to divert the Chinese people’s attention over the Shantung issue,
shift the agitation of the Shantung issue over Japan on to Britain incurring
hatred due to the Tibetan question. Britain met Japan’s challenge over
the Tibetan question and forced Japan to retreat.

With the support of the British Government in 1919, the British firms
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sold the planes for commercial purposes to China. The War between
theChihli and Anhui troops broke out in 1920. Britain was suspected by
Ts’ao K’un, the Military Governor of Chihli, and Chang Tso-lin, the
Military Governor of Manchuria, of supporting the troops of the An party
due to her planes being used in the war,so the two Governors seized the
planes. In fact, Britain remained neutral in the Civil War of China
without supporting the Chihli party or the Anfu party. The powers agreed
not to allow import of arms to China in May 1919. Whether planes were
included in the arms embargo or not was not determined, Under the
pretext of Britain’s selling planes to China Italia , America and Japan
tried to relax embargo. Britain kept the arms embargo firmly, she was
afraid of her planes’being used for military purposes and negotiated with
Chang Tso-lin and the Peking Government, forcing Chang to return some
planes. Britain was not the backstage supporters of the Chihli party, the
Chihli party was not pro-Britain. Britain negotiated with Italia, America
and Japan actively and urged their carrying on the arms embargo strictly,
which had some effects. But owing to Britain’s selling planes to China,
Britain’s persuasion was without justice on her side.

The members of the British Empire differed widely with each other
as to the continuance of the Anglo-Japan Treat of Alliance. With the
strong pressure of America, an appeal from the Chinese People and the
Peking Government and the opposition of the British dominion Canada
etc. , Britain abandoned the Anglo-Japan Treat of Alliance used by Japan
as a tool of invading China.

During the First World War the foreign Powers including Britain didn’t
agree to the request of revising the tariff put forward by China, only agreed
to the effective rate 5 per cent; Before the Paris Peace Conference she
didn’ t carry on the promise made by the Western Powers including Britain
herself to agree to grant China the effective rate 5 per cent; In the Paris
Peace Conference she didn’t take the appeal of revising the tariff put forward
by China for granted; Before the Washington Conference, on the pretext of
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China’s political and economic situation She went on to regard China’s
pressure seriously ,objecting to China’ s revising the tariff immediately.
Britain's attitude as to the question of customs surplus toward the
Southern Government was: she agreed to the allocation of a certain
proportion to the Guangzhou Military Government controlled by the
Yunnan party and the Guangxi party, but objected to the threat to seize
the Southern customs; After the Guangzhou Military Government split
Britain didn’t agree to the allocation of customs surplus and got the
customs surplus under the Inspector-General’ s control; Britain didn’ t
agree to the allocation of a certain proportion to the different factions;
After Sun Yat Sen came to power Britain kept the policy of being hostile
to him, still objected 1o the allocation of customs surplus and took
military counter-measures to threaten Sun when Sun planned to seize the
Southern customs ; Britain’s attitude as to the question of customs surplus
toward the Peking Government was, Britain didn’t support the Peking
Government to contrel all customs surplus; She opposed the attempt of
the Peking Government to control all customs surplus without permission
of the foreign Powers; After the Guangzhou Military Government split
Britain agreed to the allocation of customs surplus to the Peking
Government; She opposed the plan put forward by President Xu Shichang
of using the customs surplus of the South to buy over the Southern fleet;
She supported the Peking Government to submit all customs surplus to the
Financial Ministry; At last She favoured the new plan raised by the
Peking Government of settling the question of the customs surplus. The
plan was harmful to the Southern Government, so it was not successful.
As to the questions of the Consortium, the loan to China and the
disbandment of unnecessary Chinese troops, Britain, on the one side,
asked Japan not to provide a loan to China alone. To counter the War
Participation Army Japan used as a tool of controlling China, Britain
asked Japan to agree to one of the Consortium’s loan conditions—the

dishandment of unnecessary troops of the North and the South, while
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opposing Japan’s excluding Eastern Inner Mongolian in the sphere of
Consortium ; On the other side, Britain made a concession to Japan,
agreeing to exclude South Manchuria in the sphere of Consortium.

Britain not only objected to raising status of the foreign Powers’
Legation to that of an Embassy, but also refused to acknowledge China a
great country. She was not favourable to the visit to Peking put by the
Prince of Wales. When she considered her rights and interests in China to
be threatened , Britain persisted in founding a foreign settlement area at
Ichang and resorted to the traditional method—“the gunboat policy”. -

Britain’s attitude in the Washington Conference was not different from
that in the Paris Peace Conference,Britain helped America to force Japan
to spit out the meat—Shantung, which Japan had not swallowed. She
asked Japan to hand over the leased territory of Kiaochow and the
Kiaochow — Tsinan railway to China, withdraw Japanese troops and police
from the railway, internationalize the leased territory of Kiaochow, agree to
redeem the railway with the government bond. Britain agreed to respect the
Chinese neutral position during the period of war, not to sign treaties
harmful to the sovereignty of China, not to get the sphere of influence, give
back the leased territory of Weihaiwei. But Britain,as a colonial Power,
considered the maintainence of interests in China to be the important aim,
so in the Washington Conference, Britain objected to getting rid of the
sphere of influence Powers had gotten, demanded the leased territory of
Weihaiwei to be internationalized, opposed independence of tariff, agreed
to increase of tariff conditionally, opposed abolition of extra-territorial
rights and discussion of the Thibetan question. V

From the end of the War between the Chihli and Anhui troops to the
destruction of the Chili warlords, Britain did not support the Chihli party
from political, economic and military aspects. The Chihli party did not
rely on Britain also, it did not look after the British interests in China
specially, so Britain was not the backstage supporter of the Chihli party,
the Chihli party was not pro-British.
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