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Chinese Folk Custom

A :Would you like to go out this weekend?

B:We can do it, if you want. But why this weekend? We planned to enjoy some drama and music.

A1 attended a photography club. Each member is asked to hand in some photos for the coming exhibi-
tion. You will see it!

B:Okay then. Do you have a theme?

A:Yes. I want to take some photos about folk custom.

B:Sounds interesting. Why do you pick this theme?

A :The Olympics is close. As a volunteer, I want to show our folk custom to the people from all over the
world.

B:Good. Where do you want to go?

A1 think the suburbs of Beijing will do. Beautiful sceneries, fresh air, a rustic cottage, and a country
retreat.

B:How much do you know about Chinese folk custom?

A :Chinese like hilarity. On festivals, it is happier and everywhere is full of exciting air.

B:How can you show this in your photos?

A:I plan to shoot some photos about traditional Chinese festivals. Though in the freedom Chinese tradi-
tional festivals are washed and globed by the western culture, every traditional entertainment of the
festivals have not stopped and vanished. Many folk custom and entertainments have added to the
happiness of the festivals and the competition of celebrating the New Year and handed down from
‘generation to generation, in which the most common one is the playing with dragon or lion.

B:Wow, it's not an easy job! Spring festival must be the first choice.

A:Right. I want to take photos of people writing and hanging Spring Festival couplets, posting paintings
of God or joyous designs on their front doors to ward off evil spirits, family getting together for the re-
union dinner before the Spring Festival eve.

B:And you can add the firecracker blasts when people are seeing off to the old year] When clock
strikes midnight, people will light firecrackers and welcome the New Year. Early in the next morning
before the opening of the front gate, people need to light firecrackers again, symbolizing great happi-
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ness when the door is open.

A :Sounds fantastic! 've got so many materials for just this one subject !

B:Because the Chinese folk custom includes so many aspects that I think you can consider subdividing
it to different topics.

A:That’s very important. Thanks for your advice.
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Traditional Chinese festivals are mostly occasions for relatives to exchange greetings and for neigh-
bors to pay courtesy calls on each other. Some of them are of a social or entertainment nature, so as to

create opportunities for social activities; while some are of a sacrificial nature and evolved from old reli-
gious beliefs and sacrificial ceremonies; some are of memorial nature associated with important historic
events or figures. During the festivals, Chinese people celebrate by hanging up red lanterns or Chinese
knots. These festive folk customs are an embodiment of 5,000 years of Chinese history. These tradi-
tional festivities are hallmarks of our national culture. Spring Festival, Lantern Festival, Duan Wu Fes-
tival, Qing Ming Festival, Mid-autumn Festival, and Chong Yang Festival of the Han people and sever-
al festivals of China’s different minority ethnic groups are the most important and representative festivals
in traditional Chinese culture. The festivals, with their long histories, as well as their unique cultural
flavors, and their solid roots among the ordinary people, showcase the Chinese concept of morality and
life style along with Chinese people’s hope for happiness.

HEEST HARNRKEERN, R BE SR HEARFN; AR TRIREN, AA
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i RIEEES S RMALBRRN , FHEEB T REAER,

Spring Festival ( Chinese New Year) , Welcome the New Year and Pray for Good Fortune
Longing for the Spring
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As early as 3000 B. C. , the Chinese started to hold sacrificial ceremonies for the New Year. Dur-
ing the first year of the reign of Emperor Wu Di of the Han Dynasty (104 B.C. ), the first day of the
first lunar month in the Xia lunar calendar was named as the first day of the year. Since then, over 2,
000 years, this day was called Yuan Dan, meaning the first day or the first moming, traditionally
known as the big New Year.

In 1911, China began to use the Gregorian calendar and the first day in January was named the
first day of the year. However, the Chinese people have continued their tradition with the celebration of
the first day in the Chinese lunar calendar as the Spring Festival. According to this tradition, the Spring
Festival is a month-long happy time of celebrations. Usually,. the eighth day of the La Month ( the 12th
month of Chinese lunar calendar) marks the beginning of the Spring Festival which will last till the 15th
day of the Zheng Month (the first month of Chinese lunar calendar).

As the Chinese people’s most important festival, it involves a series of ceremonies and entertain-
ment, such as to welcome the New Year, celebrate the New Year’s Eve, stay up at the New Year Eve,
and to make courtesy calls on New Year'’s Day and make sacrifices to ancestors of the family. These im-
portant and lively activities reveal the sentiments, consciousness and aesthetic orientation of the Chinese
people. The spiritual concept behind all these activities stands the traditional culture of the Chinese na-
tion.
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Confucianism

A :Have you heard that we are going to have a course about Confucius next semester?

B:Really? That's what I always want to have in class.

A1 thought that it must be very difficult for us to understand.

B: A big challenge indeed!

A ;How much do you know about Confucius?

B: Just some general facts. Confucius (born Kong Qiu, styled Zhong Ni) was bom in the village of Zou
in the country of Lu in 551 B. C., a poor descendant of a deposed noble family.

A:Confucius’ thoughts have been developed into a system of philosophy known as Confucianism ( f§
#€). What's the main idea of Confucianism?

B:His philosophy emphasized personal and governmental morality, correctness of social relationships,
justice and sincerity. These values gained prominence in China over other doctrines, such as Legal-
ism (I£HK) or Tacism (GHZ) during the Han Dynasty (206 B.C. - 220 A.D. ).

A:Why is it popular again in China now?

B:It has always been very popular in China. People just didn’t value it as much as they do nowadays
because they all think it hard to understand because Confucius’ thoughts were all written in classical
Chinese, which is quite different from modern Chinese.

A:How do people find it easy to understand nowadays?

B:When a professor named Yu Dan teaches analects in modern language and plain words on TV, peo-
ple begin to have interest in it and they find so many valuable ethics which are still practical in mod-
em society.

A :Can you recite some of its golden sentences?

B;Of course. Such as, exploring the old and deducing the new make a teacher (IR&(TIHIHT, 7T LAN
JiR).

A:You already know so much about him and it’s unnecessary for you to take the course now.

B:Just some basic facts. There are still a lot to learn about him in the course.

A: FRUTRRMNTEPRBFATT 47
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Mencius was a Chinese philosopher of the fourth century B. C. , whose influence on intellectual
tradition is roughly equivalent to the joint influence of St. Paul and Aristotle on Western thought.
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Mengzi thought of himself as merely defending the teachings of Confucius against rival philosophical
doctrines. However, Mengzi was actually a very original thinker, whose doctrine of the goodness of hu-
man nature went far beyond anything Confucius had said. Long after his death, Mengzi’s interpretation
of Confucianism became orthodoxy, which means that generations of Chinese intellectuals literally mem-
orized his work.

HFRTEATHUHLHEER, B EERLHEWERTATBRRNE - R
TR+ 28, HFUUARNME A CEMBREARRENET XA AR, B, HFX
br bR —AEF ARSI BAR R T AR W R THEMEEFTERRE
M. FRFHEHEMA MR REBR N ELSE, BHEF AN BHRS FHICE M
E1E,

To learn and to practice what is learned time and again is pleasure, is it not? To have friends from

afar is happiness, is it not? To be unperturbed when not appreciated by others is gentlemanly, is it not?
- FHZFEWMN I Z AR UFE? BWHBETR, AREE? ARATAR, AIHETF7
To acknowledge what is known as known and what i; not known as not known is knowledge.

THRZARZ, ARANR, RAH.

Knowledge is not equal to devotion. Devotion is not equal to joy.

FHEAZEAMENE  FAERMENE

To do a good job, one must first sharpen one’s tools.

FH . THRERSE, BEAHE.

Not to do to others as you would not wish done to yourself.

FE O AET Ao

Learning without satiety,instructing others without being wearied.

FH:H#MAR, BASE.
Wishing to be established himself, seeks also to establish others, wishing to be enlarged himself,

he seeks also to enlarge others.

FH:SHLMMA, BHEMEA
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The Four Great Inventions

A:There are so many people that the tickets are all sold out!

B:Luckily we got the last two.

A:Look, B. The Four Great Inventions!

B:Gunpowder, compass, the paper making, and the printing.

A1 really admire those who made such great inventions|

B:Yeah, ancient Chinese were really smart!

A:They were milestones in their times. They have profound significance in Chinese traditional culture
and the world development. For example, the invention of papermaking is one of China’s special
contributions to the spread and the development of human civilizations.

B:What about the movable type printing?

A:Movable type printing began with engraving printing of Sui Dynasty (581 A.D. - 618 A.D. ). Bi
Sheng of Song Dynasty (960 A.D. - 1276 A.D. ) improved the movable type printing by making
the baked clay into movable characters for type setting printing; thus he accomplished a significant
revolution in printing history.

B:Well, I know that the compass was intmduced to Europe approximately in the 12th century. Its ap-
plication to the navigation resulted in the voyage of Columbus’ discovery of the New World and
Magellan’s global navigation.

A:That’s true. And the Gunpowder was invented in the Song Dynasty (960 A.D. - 1276 A.D.) in
China. It is the mixture of potassium nitrate, sulfur and charcoal—elements that people took as
medicine in ancient times, hence the name “gunpowder” in Chinese means “burning medicines”.

B:It really opened my eyes today, thank you!

A:You're welcome, my pleasure.

A: AKET, EBMEZET.

B: FHRIMNEXTRIEFK.

A: &, B, BAKRH!

B: k., Mt BEKRMEBIAR,
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