ISR = wiaszsis
Today’s Most Popular Study Guides

The Moonstone

S EAN

i -

 SMARTER-
' TN

s

St



BHEENERE T
Today’s Most Popular Study qudes

" Berter  FasTeR

é RXENKIFERAT



EAERG RS IS (89 02-2008-63

@#E)ﬁiﬁﬁ(CIP) HiE

PESERA 0 SR 7 O YRl BREC Collines WO BT Ll 74 1% — Kife. ALyl
FHERIFIN ML 1. 2009.1

(W bk AL SUE % 2 50%)

B2 L The Moonstone

[SBN 978-7-5433-2348-3

o H- D 2l i P T T — A IR A R N — i
[{—¥T{C V. H319.4:0
'PIIIVM\FT |54 cIp ﬁlﬂa ’r/ BE w(msu, IPW 5

The Moonstane By Collins. W.

Copyright 12002 by SparkNotes LILC

All nights reserved.

Chinese edition' €12008 by Tianjin Science & Technology Transtation & Publishing Co,
This Chinese edition was published by arrangement with Sterling Publishing..Ine. 387
Park Avenue South. New York,NY 10016,

RHEEENERESE - ARER

TODAY 'S MOST POPULAR STUDY GUIDES

4 BB RRF B A )

R A g @i

i Hb: KA K R 244 B

BB 4RED : 300192

22} & (022-87894896

& H: 022-87895650

@ ﬂt; \\\\\\.Isll]n Ao

En Rl Rodtly i B o2 B ED 45 AT I 48 1)

% 172 Al e B,

RRAIE R 846x1092 32 JF A 837514 68 7
2000 5951 HEY VR 2000 497 1 315 1 e EuR
,Lffr I6()0 VIS

wass e

(e fySp ST T 05 s AR 4 )




CONTENTS &

CONTEXT +-evvveeeesnseesssmrmmnsssanssessniniessiassannessnnssans 5
XA - F Rk
PLOT OVERVIEW «++ceevrrrrurnnssassssrecraressemmimmmmnnness 8
EN
CHARACTER LIST -+eeeeerrmrrrmnsmnnnnmununanenssossesens 16
fit - A
ANALYSIS OF MAJOR CHARACTERS «+-+-+cveseesereeses 26
EA-H
Rachel Verinder % % )L . é&)ﬁ(;‘(ﬁ ..................... 26
Franklin Blake # 2 %4k FE T, vevecsessssseccenenne 28
Ezra Jennings ®Uupr-F o ittt 30
Godfrey Ablewhite T F - L AAHAF vovvvernnnnns 32
THEMES, MOTIFS & SYMBOLS -ecrevcerecenseceernnneieienes 34
FHE-EAEL RIE

Subjective Experience versus Objective Knowledge --- 34

ERB WG B LI Jo g 3 5L

The Nobility of Self-Sacrifice H AW FF «-.--- 36
The Disparity Between Different Systems of Value-:--- 38
T B K R B

The Unwelcome Return the Past X ELE - 40
Editorial Presence ZHERET B 10 coecreecrreereencanaans 42

Outcast Counterparts 1~ FHITBAY cceeeeeniennns 42



Skepticism and Mysticism F £ fo b B -..ennnes 44

Addiction EHE covririiiii i 44
The Moonstone Fl FEE T ceeveseccesesescensascarnsness 46
Robinson Crusoe IR IEHIT cvvveveerinnniann.. 46
Godfrey’s Disguise & FHIBHE ooveeiiiiiiainan, 48
SUMMARY & ANALYSIS cerevecettetrnarereoncecsserenaneennes 50
B & - B X
PART T B — 3B cereiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiictiieneannnnanss 50
Prologue; Chapters 1-3 /F#: % 1~3 & ......... 50
Chapters 4-6 3 T .~ A 60
Chapters 7-9 5 7~9 F ceiiriiiiiiivnieriniennen, 72
Chapters 10-11  10~11 F «eeevvviriinerninnnn. 80
Chapters 12—-14 5 12~14 F cccivrerviinnnniennns 90
Chapters 1517 % 15~17 F -ceeviiirvvrannens 100
Chapters 18-21 # 18~21 F -cccvveviiannnnnn. 110
Chapters 22-23 % 22~-23 F «evevevevinnnnnnns 118
PARTI B 85 ceeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiiciitienicnneenens 126
First Narrative, Chapters 1~2 «-cceveencncncnnnan.. 126
B NE,F12%
First Narrative, Chapters 3=5 -cccvvernencnicnnnnn, 136
F—NRE, B 3-5%
First Narrative, Chapters 68 «cccccveeiiciiinaines 148
- éh#E,$6-8%
Second Narrative, Chapters 1-3 «cccvvcveciennn.. 158
F_AKE, E1-3%
Third Narrative,Chapters 1-4 «ceereveeeuennnnn. 168



Third Narrative, Chapters [ 180
BEZANKE,E S5~TE

Third Narrative, Chapters R—10 +eevvcssscconveacnncenns 190
BAKE, FB-10F
Extracts from the Journal of Ezra Jennings «-ccccceree- 202
WERZN-FTFEWEID
Fifth Narrative—Sixth Narrative «cccccecerececerecacane. 210
FEANKF~FEANEF
Seventh Narrative—Epilogue .............................. 218
EENKERFE
IMPORTANT QUOTATIONS EXPLAINED ----ceecveeeeenen. 228
EH-AE
KEY FACTS +cotvetesstettestuccesctactssscsetestcsesscecccocssnns 236
GECEEE
STUDY QUESTIONS & ESSAY TOPICS «-cececevreeeneen. 244
6] R - % R
REVIEW & RESOURCES tcercesttetnancncctectansasnsoanaas 250
LI IN
Quiz PIHE — eveeimimiiiiiiiiii s 250

Suggestions for Further Reading AIX#H ......... 256



RS

EEHikE EEIAN S AN ERE, B2 mR A
LF RERBNGRRATHFENBEEAN A LB ER?

“bih B ERELEF R RFRALERRATHEEL
¥RipLdie, g HhFEMNBLLFHNEPLFFIHE,
FLBEMR, BEAFHLATROERS BN EZEE
M, LB b o R AT P E 0 B F A E A, A YA 6 A Ao
Wi HEL , B R A ARRRY L EPEHE, &
— ARG L F AT T AN EMRT EER
BERIXBL MR, FEWAMAGTEM BF
WA R AR AR EE B

B R RFE BREETEAREE T EHY
¥d, kEREAHBRN,FTEMTELHBRE LG R,
BEANNFEHASLH , ERNAIUUSE THEEFAE
TR RASERGELNEAEELTRANGTE B
T EEEThRINRER T TR, BEHAE
M % 5 RAEL“E R ik — R EEF RARE , EEME
ABRGRBE R AREE 2694, RTRiREREEKE,
REBXFHEF, HEMER, ”

XAEMBMEERAGZINHBEG EE" AT 78 #,
BAFTRA RN EBHTH KB TREFGOR R, &
KA At 20 M ARARE S KRG B A E, RIT
M TR E—FFETREINOASZ, KRBRN
BRI EEFRREIEEPFFHT A TREFRTR,
3 M4 B R AR 89 KA, 3B R TH R ok 84 35 303K, ik ik
B kg R K,

B2 RA, AT



—
>
l
—
=z
Q
(&

CONTEXT

ilkie Collins was born William Wilkie
Collins in Marylebone,London on January
8,1824. Wilkie’s father, William Collins, was
a famous landscape painter. Collins was ed-

ucated in England but also traveled in Europe with his family
as a child. As a young man,Collins studied to become a
lawyer for five years but began writing instead. He published
his first book while still in law school—it was a biography of
his father, which appeared in 1848 and had good reviews.
While still a law student, Collins met the extremely popu-
lar novelist Charles Dickens. In 1852, Collins published a short
story, “A Terribly Strange Bed in Dickens’s magazine,
Household Words. Dickens and Collins soon became close

" friends and would collaborate on stories,travel together,and

remain close until Dickens’s death in 1870. Collins’ first major
success,The Woman in White,was serialized in another of
Dickens’s journals, All the Year Round, beginning in 1859.
Collins’s next several novels—No Name (1862),Ar-
madale (1866),and The Moonstone (1868 )—were all popular
successes,and Collins quickly became famous. At the time of
his writing of The Moonstone ,however,Collins’s health began
to decline and would continue to weaken him until his death
in 1889,though he would continue to write. For his rheumatic
gout,Collins began taking laudanum,a form of opium pre-
scribed by his doctor. Collins quickly became dependent on
the drug,and the passages describing Ezra Jennings’s opium

2
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CONTEXT

Wl THE MOONSTONE

addiction in The Moonstone are thought to be autobiographi-
cal.

The Moonstone is considered to be one of Collins’s best
novels,and it is usually read within two traditions: sensational
fiction and detective fiction. Collins himself wrote the first
novel termed “sensation”—The Woman in White. The novels
which he wrote in 1860s up to The Moonstone exist within the
tradition of the sensation novel,a subgenre of the Victorian
novel that was particularly popular in the 1860s. Sensation
novels seemingly attempted to excite or frighten with dramatic
disclosures and somewhat graphic violence. They took the
horror of Gothic fiction and incorporated it within a domestic
setting—instead of castles, sensation novels took place in Eng-
lish country estates or London houses. The subject matter of
the novels often stemmed from a gripping journalistic story—
Collins borrowed details of the case of The Moonstone from
the Road Murder Case of 1860(the crime was the murder of a
young boy and the conviction hinged upon a missing, stained
dress). He additionally borrowed details of the assault on
Septimus Luker and Godfrey Ablewhite in The Moonstone
from the media story of an attempted murder on a man in
Northumberland Street in London in 1861.

In addition to partaking of characteristics of the sensation
fiction genre,The Moonstone also inaugurated an entirely new
genre—detective fiction. In 1928, the poet and critic T. S. E-
liot declared The Moonstone “the first, the longest,and the best
of the modern English detective novel.” Though mystery sto-
ries,such as those of Edgar Allen Poe,predate The Moon-

stone,it was the first novel to hold an undisclosed crime and
4
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CONTEXT

i THE MOONSTONE

criminal as its center and to make the detection of both by
professionals and amateurs alike, the process of the plot. Many
of The Moonstone’s elements have since become classic fea-
tures of the detective novel:the eventual conviction of the
least-likely suspect;a bungling investigation led by local police
and taken over by a more perceptive,slightly eccentric detec-
tive;and the “fair-play” format by which no information is con-
cealed from us by the narrator at any given point.

Finally, The Moonstone was additionally unique in that it
took the English colonization of India as its frame-setting and
underlying subject matter. The novel begins with the battle of
Seringapatam (1799),an historical event which secured the
power of the English East India Company in India—the com-
pany which,in turn,ensured the England’s presence and pre-
dominance in India throughout the nineteenth century.
Collins’s depiction of John Herncastle’s unethical theft of the
diamond from the castle of Seringapatam and the rightful
restoration of the diamond to India has been read as a critique
of the English colonization of India. *
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PLOT OVERVIEW

he Moonstone opens with a written account of
the large,yellow,Moonstone diamond,sacred to

Hindus as the centerpiece in their idol of the god

of the Moon. It has been commanded that three
Brahmin priests must always guard the stone. John Herncastle,
while fighting for the British Army in India in 1799,killed the
three Brahmins who were then guarding the diamond and took
it back to England with him.

The novel shifts forward to the mid-1800s. Gabriel Bet-
teredge,steward to Lady Verinder,born Julia Herncastle,has
been asked by Franklin Blake,Lady Verinder’s nephew,to
write a full account of the events surrounding the theft of the
Moonstone from Lady Verinder’s house. Sir John Herncastle,a
dishonorable man and family outcast,has left the Moonstone
to Lady Verinder’s daughter Rachel to be given to her on her
eighteenth birthday. Franklin Blake has been appointed to de-
liver the diamond. Franklin suspects that John Herncastle knew
that his life was in danger because of the Moonstone and that
John had willed the ill-fated diamond to Rachel as a gesture of
malice towards Lady Verinder. Franklin’s suspicions are fur-
ther roused when he notices Indian men following him,both in
London and at Lady Verinder’s country estate.

On the night of Rachel’s birthday,her cousin Godfrey
Ablewhite,a famous philanthropist, arrives and proposes mar-
riage to her. Rachel,obviously in love with Franklin,refuses
him. Franklin presents her with the diamond, which she wears
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¢ THE MOONSTONE

through a dinner party and then places in her sitting room
overnight. In the morning,the diamond is gone and Superin-
tendent Seegrave of the local police is called. Rachel acts
strangely ,refusing to help with the investigation and treats
Franklin harshly. Seegrave proves himself inept,and Franklin
calls for the famed Sergeant Cuff of London to take over the
case. Cuff suspects Rosanna Spearman,a housemaid of Lady
Verinder’s and a reformed thief, of having played a part in the
theft. Cuff believes that Rosanna was working in cooperation
with Rachel Verinder,who stole her own diamond to pay per-
sonal debts. Several days after the theft,Cuff tracks Rosanna
and finds that she has gone to great pains to hide a package
and has then committed suicide. Lady Verinder’s household is
in disarray at the startling news of Rosanna’s death and the
incredible news of Cuff’s suspicion of honest Rachel. Cuff is
dismissed from the case,and Lady Verinder moves her house-
hold to London in hopes of distracting Rachel,who seems
distraught, but will not explain herself.

Miss Clack,a satirical character of hypocritical piety,con-
tributes the next narrative in London and describes the cir-
cumstances under which Rachel reluctantly agreed to marry
Godfrey Ablewhite and then broke off the engagement. Mr.
Bruff,the family lawyer,next explains that Rachel broke off
the engagement because she -had information that Godfrey in-
tended to marry her for money (Lady Verinder has recently
died,and Rachel is now an heiress). Mr. Bruff also notes the
continued presence of the Indians in London,who seem to
have tracked the diamond to the bank of one moneylender,
Septimus Luker,to whom the diamond seems to have been
pledged.

10
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