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Text A

The Purpose of School

Have you ever asked yourself why we go to school? You
probably say that we go to learn our own language and other
languages, arithmetic, geography, history, science and all
the other subjects. That is quite true; but why do 'we leamn
these things? And are these things all that we learn at school?

We go to school to prepare ourselves for the time when

we will grow up and will have to work for ourselves. We learn
our own language so that we know, and understand what
others tell us. We learn foreign languages in order to be able
to make people from other countries understand what we
ourselves mean. We learn arithmetic in order to be able to
measure and count things in our daily life, geography in order
to know something about the world around us, and history to
know something about the human beings we meet every day.
Nearly everything we study at school has some practical use in

our life, but is that the only reason why we go to school?

No. There is more in education than just learning facts.

We go to school above all to learn how to learn, so that, when
we have left school, we can continue to-learn. A man who
really knows how to learn will always be successful, because

whenever he has to do something new that he has never had to

—— " ReadingActivilies
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Para. 1:

We  should
‘know why we are
educated at
school.

Para. 2:

We study all
the subjects at
school  for our
working and our

living.




do before, he will rapidly teach himself how to do it in the § Para. 3:

best way. The uneducated person, on the other hand, either
is unable to do something new or does it badly. The purpose

of school, therefore, is not just-to teach language, arithmetic,

geography, etc. , but to teach students the way to learn.

probably
geography
subject
measure
daily
human
nearly
practical
reason
education
continue
successful
whenever
rapidly
uneducated

unable
badly

purpose
therefore

grow up
prepare for

have to -

/'probabli/

/&i ografi/
/"sabdgikt/
/'meza/
/'deili/
/"hjurmon/

/' nisli/

/' preektikal/
/'rizzn/

/,edju( 1) 'keifan/
/kan’tinjuy/
/sak’'sesful/
/(h)wen'eva/

/' reepidli/

/' an’edjukeitid/
/' an’eibl/
/'beedli/

/' paipas/

/' deafor/

adj.

adj.
adv.

adj.

adj.

cony.

ady.
adj.
adj.

adv.

ady.

é The purpose
§ of school is 1o
5 teach students
)

how to learn.
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so that ' RAE, H i 2
in order to 7'3 T (=)
be able to : ik, &

human being AN, A3

above all ) A LEE, Bk
on the other hand H—HHE
more than L, 2T

Background Tips
SR EW (True Meaning of Education)

HEH R ENX (the definition of education )

BESREHEAN DAL, BWARBRATIYNES, 1974 FREEH
HXARTHE HE X £ ?é‘éﬂﬂi&fﬂfﬂﬁi&%&%ﬂ‘v’\ By T 4E” 1997 4 8y )R A N
BRA“GHFIN, HUALATHFENZTR .

# B 69 B = ( the objectives of education)

¥EthEHRE: ¥4 R (leamn to learn) , ¥ 2B ¥ (learn to do) , ¥ 2 FH £
7 (leamn to live together) , % & 4 7 (learn to survive) , # H By #h WA 3 3t D S
E XN BRTRAREUIFAARBRE b A BEAN S5 RE, HTHEN
BHENERPRENER R LARFRAPIRRAXRE-RBNEERA
HEFREURF Y ERNERREAUNFAENFONEIFHSEE5R, REWEAFTT
EHREEM L TREEGLOTLEL, REFAAGAAKLIFLOTEY, 0
HEEE, TR %Kt (A real education is not intended to teach you what to think,

but how to think. You can use your time and effort to learn how to learn, how to get

B4 4 00 6 8

information, how to develop skills. ),

I . Read the following paragraph until you learn it by heart.
We go to school to prepare ourselves for the time when we will grow up and will
have to work for curselves. We learn our own language so that we know, and understand

what others tell us. We learn foreign languages in order to be able to make people from




other countries understand what we ourselves mean. We leamn arithmetic in order to be

able to measure and count things in our daily life, geography in order to know something
about the world around us, and history to know something about the human beings we
meet every day. Nearly everything we study at school has some practical use in our life.
Il . Choose the best answer for each of the following items according to the text.
1. By asking the question at the beginning of the passage, the author tries

to

A. attract the reader to continue with the text

B. get a correct answer to the question
C. gave a general idea of the first paragraph
D. write the passage with a humorous beginning
2. We learn English as a foreign language because
A a foreign language is an important tool for communication
B. English is an important subject in schools in China
. we want foreigners to understand what we are saying

C
D. we want to know what others tell us

3. can help us to know something about the human beings we meet every
day.
A. Language B. Arithmetic
C. Geography D. History

4. The example of the uneducated person in the last paragraph shows
that
A. uneducated persons don’t know how to do things in the best way
B. there are differences between educated persons and uneducated ones

C. an uneducated person will do new things badly

p———______

D. school education is to teach us the way to learn
5. The real purpose of school is
A. to learn how to learn B. to get a lot of knowledge
C. to prepare for our future D. to enrich one’s mind
M. Find the definition in column B which matches. the words or

expressions in column A.

A B
( y1. so that A. ina displeasing manner
( )2. badly B. not having a goed education

BT
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( )3. continue C. from another point of view

( )4. measure D. what something is used for

( )5. successful E. cause sth. to go or move further

( }6. on the other hand F. to find out the size or length of something
( )7. purpose G. with the purpose that

( )8. uneducated H. having got the result you aimed for

V. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate words and expressions given

below, changing the form where necessary.

life.

practical so that in order to above all subject
successful whenever be able to continue uneducated
1. I often go to see my aunt I am free on Sunday.
2 earn enough money, he worked late into the night.
3. language learners are active learners with a clear purpose.
4. How much : experience do you have of working with
computers?
5. You can tell from his rude language that the man was _
6. I study hard, I may not fail in the examinations.
7. They down until they came to some natural gas.
8. Children should learn how to observe good manners at
table.
9. If we change places you will ] see better from here.
10. How many are you studying this semester?

V. Rewrite the following sentences after the models.

[ Model 1]

We learn arithmetic in order that we can measure and count things in our daily life.

We learn arithmetic in order to be able to measure and count things in our daily

1. We get up early in order that we can arrive earlier. .

[ Model 2}
We learn our own language. We know and understand what others tell us.

We learn our own language so that we know and understand what others tell us.
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2. I’ m going to make an early start. I won’t get stuck in the traffic.

VI. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

i

. We learn our own language so that we know, and understand what others tell
us. We learn foreign languages in order to be able to make people from other

countries understand what we ourselves mean.

2. Experience without learning is better than learning without experience.

3. Nearly everything we study at school has some practieal use in our life, but is

that the only reason why we go to school?

4. On the one hand, I am your manager, and on the other hand, I am also your

friend.

5. The purpose of school is not just to teach language, arithmetic, geography,

etc. , but to teach students the way to learn.

VI. Translate the following sentences into English.

1. RIVER B SRS . (prepare for)

2. ZHHRKATRBEERFLELF LK, (continue)

3. fhEIRES FLES TRXK%E R, (therefore)

4. BEAMBEALSR, LHRXLFEN, (above all)

5. ATHERRBAHX, RIVEREMEIF T . (in order to)

B4 354 00 38 38 4%
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Text B

Learning English and Playing Football

We learn English for the purpose of communication with people of the world. We

can’t learn it well by just learning the rules and words of the language. We have to pay

attention to the language skills and take every opportunity to practise what we learn in

class. The proverb “Practice makes perfect” is a piece of good advice for English

learners. The following talk between Wendy and Mike will give us some ideas of how to

learn English well.

Wendy:
Mike:
Wendy:
Mike;
Wendy
Mike

Wendy:
Mlke 4

Wendy H

Mlke -

chdy -

Mlke .
Wendy :

What are you doing this semester?

Oh, I’ m still studying English.

How are the classes?

It seems like they never tell us what we really need to know.

What do you mean?

Look, when we study mathematics, for instance, we start with definitions.
Then we have problems and some processes to learn. You go to class, you
keep up, you do the homework, and you know it.

How is your English class different?

First of all, they don’t want to teach us all the rules. They tell us one
rule. We use that rule, but soon it won’t work. It’ s more complicated
and there are a lot of exceptions. Sometimes I think the teachers don’t
know the rules either.

But you don’t really learn a language from the rules anyway. You have to use
it.

Yes, that’ s something else they tell us. But why can’t we just go to
class, study, and do our homework? That’s what I know how to do it.
Look at it this way. Can you learn to play football by sitting at home and
reading about football and watching others play?

No, of course not.

But why not? You could understand the rules, the duties of each position,

and all the special situations.
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Mike: Football isn’ t like that. You have to feel the ball, practise kicking it
hundreds of times, practise running down the field, moving toward the
goal, and centering the ball. No one can learn that by passively studying
inside.

Wendy: Well, learning a language is more like learning to play football than

learning mathematics.

communication /ko, mjuini’keifn/ n. B, X
rule l /ruil/ n. v
opportunity /, apa’tjuiniti/ n. HLB, &
proverb /'prova(1)b/ n. JiE, BiE
means /miinz/ n. Hik,FE&
advice /ad'vais/ n. B0
semester /si’mesta/ n. #H
instance /'instons/ n. BF ,E 5
definition /, defi'nifan/ n. EXL B
process /'prauses/ n. TR, HR, T2
complicated / 'kgmplikeitid/ adj. B0, EEW a
exception /ik'sepfon/ n. B5h, BR S ): <
anyway /' eniwei/ ady. X, Sz g
course /koas/ n. Y g
duty /' djuzti/ n. FAL B ‘ﬁ
position /pa'zifon/ n. B RAE ﬁ
special /'spefal/ adj. FEF B, FEER I
situation /7, sitju’eifan/ n. it R
kick /kik/ v. i)
goal /gaul/ n. BRIT, Bip
 passively /' peesivli/ adv.  BEShHs, Wik
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for instance i 7
start with B, R
keep up RFE, k42
first of all Hk,H—
a lot of #%
look at BE.EBR

hundreds of

Wendy /'wendi/ =Bl
Mike /maik/ S 1=

1. Decide whether the following statements are True ( T ) or False ( F )
according to the text. '
( )1. “Practice makes perfect” is a piece of good advice for those who are
learning a foreign language. ‘
( )2. You can learn English well by just learning the rules and words of the
language.
( )3. It seems that Mike is not pleased with his English Classes.

i 5t 00 3 38 4%

( )4. Mike thinks that it is useful to learn some English definitions and rules.
( )5. Learning a language is more like learning mathematics than learning to
play football.
. II. Fill in the blanks with the words given in the brackets. Change the form
where necessary.
1. He didn’t do any

2. I was not when I started learning English language. (success)

3. Supermarkets sell many vegetables that have been

for this exam, so he failed. (prepare)

. (process)
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4. I you are deep in thoughts, you may get ideas. (expected)

5. As we all know, iron is the metal in the world. (useful)

6. I am to cycle to school because my bicycle is broken. (able)

7. should not be more difficult to understand than the words they define.
( define)

8. All students without must take the English examination. (except)

. Fill in the blanks in the passage with the appropriate words and

expressions given below, changing the form if necessary.

master in order to oneself differ from goal

have to first of all for instance on the other hand use

What attitude should language learner have towards making mistakes in learning

English language? 1 learn English well, it is necessary to
overcome the fear of making mistakes. If the main 2 of language
use is communication, then mistakes are secondary points. 3 _ 5

learners should not ignore their mistakes. The language learner may observe how

speakers  express 4 , and how native expressions
5 the way the learner might say them. 6 , 8
Spanish speaker who says “I do it” to express willingness to do something in the near
future, could chserve that English speakers 7 say “I’ 1l do it”.

The difference can serve as a basis for the learners to 8 the way of
9 the present tense in English. But a learner who is unwilling to-
talk 10 , would lose his chance of learning by mistakes.

IV. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1. We have to pay attention to the language skills and take every opport'unity to

B 366 00 545 38 1)

practise what we learn in class.

2. Look at it this way. Can you learn to play football by sitting at home and reading
about football and watching others play?

3. Well, learning a language is more like learning to play football than learning

mathematics.
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4.

Inside and outside the classroom, speak English more. If you can ’t use the

right words, then find another to say what you meant.

. We can say that learning English is like taking Chinese medicine. Learn slowly,

slowly every day and the effects will come like Chinese medicine.




