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In memoriam

Fu-Cho Pu 1930—2001

Fu-choPu, Professor of the Institute of Physics (Beijing), Chinese Academy of
Sciences, died on May 2, 2001, at age 71 of blood disease. Professor Pu was both a
distinguished condensed matter theorist and an exceptional teacher. As readers and
authars of this Journal know and appreciate, he was very active in magnetism and a
dedicated Advisory Editor of the Journal of Magnetism and Magnetiv Materials. Fu-
cho Pu was horn in Chengdu, the capital city of Sichuan Province, of the western part
of China. He finmished his undergraduate studies at the Department of Physics of
Tsinghua University at Beijing, China, in 1952, He then joined the Institute of
Physics, Academica Sinica in Beijing and worked on the properties of Alnico magnets.
In 1656, he staried his Ph.D. thesis work on the theory of magnetism under the
supervision of Professor S. V. Tyablikov. His pioncering work on the double- time
Green's function theory ol antiferromagnetism earned him a Ph. D. degrec from the
Institute of Mathematics, Academy of Sciences of the former Soviet Union inl960. Then
he returned to Beijing as a permanent staff member in the Institute ol Physies, and led a
theory group in magnetism.

His rescarch interests covered a wide range of topics in sohd siate theory. In the
19605, he studied the spin configuration and interaclion in rarc—earth metals, and the
theory of ferromagnetic resonance. In the 1970s, he pioneered the application of
bifurcation theory in the study of the micromagnetic theory of magnetization reversal
processes. In his final years. he studied quantum integrable systems and nonlinear
Schrodinger models. In the last forty years. until his unfortunate passing away, his
deep insight in physics, friendly cellaboration and dedicated guidance helped to lay the
foundation and enhance the capability of researchers in condensed matter theoretical
siudies in many Chinese institutions and universities. Many scientists, either of his own
generation or of yourger ones, have learned much {rom his collaboration and friendship.
Fu-cho PPu sel an example of a physicist who did excellent scientific work but was also
deeply committed to playing an active role in the scientific community. Hopefully, his
legacy will be honored and remembered by the physics community. For his talented
contributions, Professor Fu-cho Pu was elected an Academician of the Chinese Academy

of Sciences in 1991, Fu-choPu was a member of the Commission on Magnetism of the
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International Union of Pure and Applied Physics (IUIPAP) from 1988 t0l19%4, and an
associate member of the International Center of Theoretical Physics (Trieste) . He has
made tnormous contributions to international scientific aetivities through his lectures
and visits.

Fu-cho Pu is survived by his wife Li-kang Zhang (a dedicated kind mothet), his
two sons, Li-Qun, a medical docror, and Li-Jun. a computer engineer, and two heloved

grandchildren,

Bai-lin Hao, Institute of Theorctical Physics, Beijing, China
Rui-bao Tao, Fudan University, Shanghai, China

Ding-sheng Wang., Institule of Physics, Beijing, China

Lu Yu. International Center of Theoretical Physics, Trieste, Italy
Hong-ru Zhai, Nanjing University, Nanjing, China

Zhong Zhang. Institute of Physics, Beijing, China

(EXEFTF ). Magn. Magn. Mater. , Vol. 236, Page ix, 2001}
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