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Preface

5 =1

A Brief Background of the
Stories in the Book

Buddhism was founded in India two
thousand and five hundred years ago. Five
hundred years later in the first century of
Christian era,the religion was introduced into
China,and the Chinese people accepted the
doctrine almost immediately. By the fifth cen-
tury ,Buddhism had been widely accepted by
almost every Chinese person,and the emper-
ors of many kingdoms in China worshiped
Buddha so reverently that they even made
Buddhism their national religion.

Taoism was a religion founded by the
Chinese in the third century. By the sixth cen-
tury, the religion was so enthusiastically en-
dorsed by the Chinese people that it became
the only religion able to compete with Bud-
dhism in China. Since then,the Chinese peo-
ple have mixed the doctrines of both Bud-
dhism and Taoism into a kind of unique belief
containing the most superstitious parts of the
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two religions.
What are those superstitions?

For thousands of years,the Chinese peo-
ple have always believed that after death a
person will become a ghost living in the world
of the underground. A ghost will be arranged
to be reborn as a person again. If a person
has performed a great number of good
deeds in his life, after death the spirit ( ghost)
of the person will be arranged to be reborn
into a rich and dignified family to enjoy a
good life. If the person has committed a great
number of bad deeds, after death the spirit of
the person will be arranged to be reborn into
a poor family to suffer a miserable life,or sim-
ply be arranged to be reborn as an animal to
live a cruel life.

Who is in charge of these rebirths? In the
world of the underground, there is a grand
ruler called Yama who is assisted by many
ghost officials handling the everyday official
business pretty much like the government
functions in the world of human beings. The
ghost officials are in charge of the rebirth of
the ghosts under the leadership of Yama.

Above the world of human beings is a
world of immortals in heaven. In the world of
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immortals, there is a grand ruler called Jade
Emperor who is assisted by many immortal
officials to rule all the immortals, also similar
to the government system in the world of hu-
man beings.

Every person and animal has a spirit. E-
ven a plant also has a spirit. The life of a per-
son or an animal or a plant will come to an
end,which means death. But its spirit will still
exist and can be reborn.

An immortal will not die,but can be pun-
ished by being reborn as a person living in
the human world if he or she makes a great
mistake.

And a person, an animal, a plant, or a
ghost can also become an immortal if he or
she is aware enough of the way and can
commit to going through a very strict regime
of ascetic practices.

All the ghosts, the immortals, and even
some of the spirits of animals or plants may
have somewhat supernatural powers, which
human beings do not have. Furthermore, all
the ghosts, immortals, animals, and plants
may have affections and dislikes as
humans do.
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Thus,in this book, a love story between a
human and a spirit is much more attractive
and complicated than those that occur strictly
between two humans. The spirits in the book
are all vividly personified. They live with hu-
mans in the human world, and also in their
own world. They travel from one world to the
other easily and frequently. Although they
have the advantage of supernatural powers,
they still like to show themselves in human
form. They look and act like human beings
when they live in the human world. It is
sometimes hard to distinguish which one is
human and which is spirit. The ingenious
revelation of that secret, therefore, often be-
comes the most exciting part of the story.

Stories Selected from Liao Zhai is a col-
lection of 21 such complex and enticing sto-
ries, which | selected and translated from an
old Chinese book, Liao Zhai Zhi Yi, by Pu
Song Ling (1640 - 1715) . Liao Zhai Zhi Yi has
been unanimously acknoWIedged,both pOpu-
larly and academically, as the most remarka-
ble work of this sort in the thousands of years
of the Chinese literature history.
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Selected stories of Liao Zhai Zhi Yi

Happenings by the Han River

DUKGA R i+

A man named Yu Jing ran short of money
while traveling through a town by the Han Riv-
er in west-central China. He was awfully tired
and hungry ,but he had no money to buy food
or check into an inn. Before sunset, he passed
by a small temple with its door wide open. He
went inside and found that it was a temple wor-
shipping the Goddess of Han River, with a
large painted carved wooden statue of the God-
dess on the altar. On the walls of two sides,
there were many carved Chinese characters
praising the Goddess. Obviously, nobody lived
in the temple,as Yu Jing did not see a person
in the building. As it was getting dark , he de-
cided to spend the night there.

“It’ Il be much better than sleeping on
the road. " he told himself.

Before lying down on the floor in a corner
of the main hall, he knelt down toward the
wooden Goddess, self-introducing and explai-

ning his destitute situation. He prayed for help
from the Goddess. Then he drifted off to sleep.
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Soon a man in a gray uniform came to Yu
Jing, telling him that the Goddess of Han River
had received his request and wanted to see
him. Standing up and following the man, Yu
Jing entered a splendid hall. He saw a digni-
fied lady sitting on a platform, and many fe-
male officials in different colored uniforms
standing on either side. The man whispered to
Yu Jing that the dignified lady was the God-
dess and urged him to kneel down toward her.

Yu Jing did immediately and respectfully.

The Goddess seemed to be kind. She
gently asked Yu Jing to stand up before ask-
ing her officials, “ Which team has a vacan-
cy?”

One female official, dressed in black,
reported humbly, “1 have a vacancy in my

b

team.’
“Put him in,” the Goddess ordered.

The official walked over and gave Yu Jing

a black coat asking him to wear.

Putting on the coat, Yu Jing suddenly
turned into a blackbird.

Flying out of the hall and joining count-
less other blackbirds resting on trees outside of

the temple , he received a warm welcome from
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Selected stories of Liao Zhai Zhi Yi

the other birds.

The next morning, he followed the birds’
leader flying toward the riverside, where he
found many boatmen throwing their leftovers
into the water. Yu Jing joined the other birds
as they dropped down searching for a good,
tasty meal. After eating, the birds flew to a
nearby forest, playing in the branches and dar-
ting from one tree to the other. It was indeed a
carefree life,but Yu Jing was not happy as he

missed his family.

The bird leader soon understood Yu Jing’s
situation and reported it to the team official.
The next day, the Goddess of Han River as-
signed a female bird named Zhu Qing to be Yu
Jing’ s wife. Zhu Qing was a pretty, young
blackbird with a few long yellow feathers on
her neck that made her quite attractive. The
newlyweds loved and cared for each other very
much. In the daytime, Yu Jing and Zhu Qing
ate and played together. When the darkness
covered the ground, they rested on the same

branch. Yu Jing did not feel lonely any more.

Because Yu Jing had been a human, he
was not afraid of people when the birds were
scavenging for food among the boatmen’s gar-

bage. In order to find better and more food , Yu
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Jing often flew close to the boatmen. Zhu Qing
warned him of the danger, but he seldom lis-
tened to her. They argued about it,but soon af-
terward , they became cheerful again as he real-
ized that all her warnings came from love. He
promised her that he would take her advice not
to fly too closely to the people again. But
whenever he discovered the food, he would

soon forget his promise to her.

One day,a boatman’s boy used a hand-
made bow to shoot at Yu Jing while Yu Jing’s
head was bowed to look for food. Yu Jing was
injured badly ,unable to fly up. Before the boy
came over to catch him, Zhu Qing flew down
trying to attack the boy. The unexpected attack
frightened the boy away,and Zhu Qing carried
Yu Jing in her bill, flying up into the sky. It

was very risky,but she bravely made it.

Zhu Qing carried Yu Jing back to the
woods and put him down on the ground.
Though she had tried every way she could to
take good care of him,he still died a few hours
later.

Suddenly, Yu Jing woke up from his
dream and found that he was still sleeping in

a corner of the hall in the temple. He
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remembered everything vividly in his dream of
becoming a bird. Standing up, he found that he

did not feel hungry anymore, but he had sharp
pain in both his shoulders.

Later that day,when a few wealthy people
came to the temple to offer sacrifices to the
Goddess, they met Yu Jing and realized his
destitute situation. A kind man donated a small
amount of money to Yu Jing for his travel fees,
and he returned home.

A vyear later, when Yu Jing was again
passing through the town near Han River, he
purposely stopped at the temple. He found
many blackbirds flying in the trees. He bought
a small bag of corn and tossed them up into the
sky to feed the birds.

“If Zhu Qing is here ,please fly down and

stand in front of me,” he prayed.

When no bird flew down, Yu Jing was dis-
appointed. Going inside of the temple,he knelt
down before the statue of the Goddess, telling
her how much he appreciated the help she had
given to him a year earlier. Then he went to the

town and checked into a small inn to sleep.

When Yu Jing was about to go to bed,a
blackbird flew into his room. Before Yu Jing
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could react, the bird stood on the ground and

turned into a pretty lady,smiling at Yu Jing.

~“I’m your wife, Zhu Qing,” she said
sweetly.

Then Zhu Qing told the confused Yu Jing
that because of her for her brave rescue of him
from the boy’s control a year ago,the Goddess
of Han River praised her courage and wisdom
and appointed her the official in charge of all
the blackbirds by the riverside. When he was
feeding the birds outside the temple,she was in
a meeting with the Goddess. Upon her return, she
was informed of his arrival by the other birds,

and immediately flew over to meet him.

They hugged and kissed just like a husband
and wife after a long time of separation. Yu Jing
and Zhu Qing had a very sweet conjugal rela-
tionship that night in the small hotel room.

But when he woke up the next morning,
Yu Jing was further surprised to find that he
was sleeping in a beautiful bedroom with his
pretty wife, Zhu Qing, by his side. She told
him, “ While you were sound asleep last night,

I moved you to my home. ”

Looking around, Yu Jing found that this
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was a nice house much better than his own
home. Yu Jing happily stayed with his bird
wife ,Zhu Qing, at her home ,and she took good
care of him.

But Yu Jing had already been married be-
fore meeting Zhu Qing in a dream. His human
wife was at home a hundred miles away. After
having been with Zhu Qing for a month, he
missed his human wife and worried about her
because he had been away for too long. He told
Zhu Qing that he must return to his own home.

Zhu Qing was very considerate. She did
not want to force him to stay with her all the
time. She took out a black coat from her clos-
et,telling him it was the coat the official had
given to him in the beginning. She taught him
how to put it on to become a bird and how to
take it off to turn back into a person. She told
him that whenever he missed her,he could put
~on the coat to become a bird and fly back to

stay with her again.

Yu Jing put on the coat and indeed turned
into a blackbird again. It did not take him too
long to fly home. After reaching his home, he
used the method Zhu Qing had taught him to
take off the coat and once again he became a
person.

Eight months later, he missed Zhu Qing
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very much. He told his wife he must pay Zhu
Qing a visit. Putting on the black coat, he
became a bird and flew back to Zhu Qing.
Soon after he walked into Zhu Qing’s home,
she happily hugged him and told him, “I’m
very glad to see you back. ” Then, she kissed

him and congratulated him.

“What are the congratulations for?”

“You are going to be a father soon,” she
said, “Soon after you left,I found I was preg-

nant. We’ll have our first baby next month. ”

Yu Jing had been married to his human
wife for several years,but they had not had any
children. Now he was soon to be the father of a
child. It was just too good for him to believe.
He held Zhu Qing in his arms and jumped up
and down and yelled wildly.

“Pul me down, honey,” she urged him

sweetly, “ You are hurting our baby. ”

The couple was so excited that they kept
hugging and kissing until the darkness covered

the ground.

A month later, Zhu Qing gave birth to a
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son. When the boy was one month old, Yu Jin
flew back to his home and told his human wife
the happy news about the son. His wife asked
him to beg Zhu Qing if she could let him bring
the boy back to let her take care of him for one
month , as she had never borne a child and had
so wished to. Yu Jing flew back to Zhu Qing
relaying his human wife ’s request. Zhu Qing
said it was all right for her to let his human
wife take care of her son for one month,but af-
ter one month ,he must bring the boy back. Yu
Jing promised and took his son back to his hu-
man wife.

Yu Jing’s human wife loved the boy so
much that she treated the boy as if he were her
own son. One month quickly passed. No matter
how many times Yu Jing reminded her that he
must take the boy back to his mother, his wife
cried and begged him to let her have the baby
for one more month. Yu Jing could not help but

agree reluctantly.

Early in the second month,the baby sud-
denly became sick. Yu Jing and his wife
brought in many doctors, but none of them
could tell what was wrong with the baby. With-
in a few days,the boy died. Yu Jing’s wife was
so sad that she tried to hang herself. Luckily,
Yu Jing had discovered before another tragedy
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