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POSTSCRIPT

It was about six years ago that the idea of compiling and publishing a large-format book on World Heritage for the first time

emerged in my mind.

During my experience of intercultural communication, T found great interest shown by different countries in this subject
and noticed earnest anticipation from varying nationalities in this field. Visual art, as an international language, enjoys an
exceptional advantage in information exchange between different nationalities and has today become a trend of reading. Plus,
Beijing’s hosting of the 2008 Olympic Games gave me an impetus to realize my years-long dream.

Presenting the valuable World Heritage Sites in the form of photography was a beautiful decision. While designed to highlight
the spiritual connotations of the World Heritage, this book also emphasizes the authenticity and representativeness of the
heritage sites. At the moment I was about to launch the publishing project, some insiders reminded me that if I was not sure
to be able to make it an outstanding work, then it’s better not to start, since bunches of books on this subject had already been
published. I did not give up, though. For those who share a common love for the World Heritage and for those who rendered
me great support, I decided to move on.Not until the work was in full swing did I realize that this was really a difficult and
complex project. In the process of publication, many experts and scholars were invited to offer advices and instructions, but due
to a time limit, there are still some places in this book that could have been improved. I look forward to our readers’ comments,
and your suggestions and advices will help me do a better job in the future in the promotion of World Heritage conservation —

a perpetual cause of mankind.

The editing work of  this book was readjusted several times according to the new situations in the process of publishing
Although a lot of finance, materials, and human resources were invested, some parts of this book could have been improved.
The last revision occurred in July 2008, when the book was completed and ready for printing. The World Heritage Committee
announced the 27 sites newly inscribed on its World Heritage List. We immediately decided to reedit and redesign the book
in accordance with this change. Thus, this book became the world’s eardiest publication to record all the 878 World Heritage
sites around the globe, with a special significant meaning; On August 7, affer issuing the final endorsement on the proof of the
book, as one of the Olympic torchbearers, in Beijing, I relay the Olympic flame, which enjoys a history of nearly 2,800 years.
On August 8, as the Games of the XXIX Olympiad officially kicks off’ in Beijing, the printing of this large-format book, World
Heritage, will begin.

Mr. Juan Antonio Samaranch, the 88-year-old Honorary President for Life of the International Olympic Committee,
contributed a letter of congratulation for the book, and this inspired me; M. Chen Jian, former UN Under-Secretary-General
and President of the United Nations Association of China (UNA-China), prefaced the book, and this encouraged me; and,
the UNESCO World Heritage Committee showed great concern and provided constant guidance during the entire process,
and this enhanced my sense of mission. I wish to take this opportunity to express my sincere appreciation to the talented
photographers who generously contributed their wonderful pictures, and to Mr. Yang Dazhou and his editing crew who
devoted painstaking effort. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Beijing Artron Color Printing Co., Ltd., for its

sincerely cooperation and excellent work ensured by state-of-the-art technology.

My salute —— to the great creations of mankind!
My respect —— to the wonderful giffs of nature!

Li Qianguang
Member of the Presidium of
China Federation of Literary and Art Circles
Council Member of the Chinese People's Association for
Friendship with Foreign Countries
Executive Chairman and Secertary General of

China Photograghers Association

August 7, 2008
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China is a country with a rich history and culture which has always fascinated the entire world. The 2008
Beijing Games will be without a doubt an opportunity to share such a legacy.

With "World Heritage", people from all over the world will learn and discover, through 1142 pieces of
stunning photos, some 878 world heritage sites focusing on 37 sites in China.

By publishing this catalogue under the slogan"World Heritage" are: our gems, our home. Let's carry
forward the spirit of Olympic and world heritage, its Editor-in-Chief; Li Qianguang, stresses not only
the importance of protecting the world heritage for the future generations, but also how the people of
China and the world can be enriched through a better knowledge and understanding of their respective
cultural heritage.

Linvite you now to discover and admire, in the following pages, some of the wonders of China and the world!
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The term “World Heritage” refers to those natural landscapes and historic cultural sites with outstanding meaning and universal
value, as recognized and designated by UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee.

A common wealth shared by all mankind, World Heritage Sites are signposts marking the path of human development and culture,
while those creations of nature reflect the beauty and record the history of the Earth. The decline or disappearance of any cultural

or natural heritage would constitute a horrendous loss for all of us.

Thus, the World Heritage Convention, in sending out a vital call to all of mankind in the 20th Century, has struck a compassionate
chord worldwide. At present, with a total of 185 States Parties, the World Heritage Conventon is now one of the most influential

international conventions and, indeed, it boasts the greatest number of members.

Since China ratified the World Heritage Convention in 1985, 37 of the nation’s natural and cultural sites have been inscribed to the
World Heritage List, and the work of heritage conservation in China was endorsed and promoted.

World Hertage, not only highlighting the World Heritage Sites in China, but also offering an introduction to the heritage sites in other
countries and regions, is China’s first volume to encapsulate all the 878 World Heritage Sites across the world. Featuring enchanting
pictures and informative articles, and integrating knowledge and art, this book is of high academic, aesthetic, and collection

values. By adopting a jade-inlaid nanmu wood cover; the exterior design of the book is imbued with a traditional national flavor
while exhibiting an international taste. To all who worked to realize the publication of this valuable volume, I offer my sincere and

enthusiastic congratulations!

I believe that this book will be very valuable to exhibit the charm of the World Heritages, spread the intellectual wealth of mankind,
increase cultural exchange between nations, and encourage all mankind to treasure our common home. It will play a positive and
effective role in pushing forward cultural diversity under the circumstance of economic globalization and promoting world peace
through dialogues between different cultures and civilizations.

Chen Jian
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Harmony in Diversity

Our motherly planet gave birth to myriad and marvelous natural wonders, then she nurtured the remarkable evolutionary feat that
1s human intelligence. The ancient wonders of nature are awe-inspiring, and precious; the capacity for intellectual creativity is
extraordinary, and tangible.

Global, exceptionally unique and diverse in characteristics, the World Natural and Cultural Heritage sites are a collective
wealth shared by all mankind. However, due to the impact of environmental change, natural disasters, economic
expansion and armed conflicts, many of these treasures are at risk.

In 1972, at its 17th session in Paris, the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Ciultural Organization (UNESCO) adopted the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and
Natural Heritage (World Heritage Convention). Serving as an international guideline with extensive and profound
influence, the World Heritage Convention is dedicated to evaluating and nominating worldwide natural and
cultural propertics on the World Heritage List, while encouraging all peoples of the world to jointy bear the
responsibility of conservation. The overall mission includes protecting the sites from damage inflicted by war, so

as to ensure the perpetual inheritance of these precious gems of Farth and mankind.

World Heritage is divided into three categories: natural, cultural, and a combination of the natural and the
cultural. Respectively, these properties represent the creations of nature, the contributions of mankind, and the
combined work of nature and human. Valuable in history, culture, art, and science, they are gifts bestowed by

the Earth and human civilization.

Committed to preserving the authentcity and integrity of these extraordinary gifts, the cause of World Heritage
Convention has drawn increasing levels of attention and recognition from ever more nations and regions. The

degree of care offered to natural and cultural heritages is an important benchmark in rating a nation’s level of
civilization.

Since China ratified the World Heritage Convention in 1985, 37 of the nation’s natural and cultural sites have been
nscribed to the World Heritage List — a third-place ranking just behind Italy (43 sites) and Spain (40 sites). Apart
from this fact, 50-plus sites have been included on the World Heritage Tentative List — more than any other nation in
the world. For China, to possess this number of great gifts of heritage and be so recognized is a great honor, and a great
responsibility.

World Heritage sites may testify to a nation’s position in the global eco-system in terms of ecological resources, tangibly
represent a recognized influence and historic contribution to the global civilization, highlight national attractions and national
characteristics, bolster a national sense of pride and enhance the overall quality in the cultural life of citizens. Inscription to the

World Heritage List may bring about benefits of increased tourism, as well as professional technical support and financial aid from



