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Preface

Strengthening the research on population development strategies is
a significant strategic plan made by the Party Central Committee
and the State Council. To sirengthen the research on population
development strategies and to promote the comprehensive coor-
dination of population and family planning programme, the 10th
National People’ s Congress decided, in the government’ s
institutional reform of 2003, to rename the State Family Plan-
ning Commission into National Population and Family Planning
Commission, which added new functions such as strengthening
the research on population development strategies and scientifi-
cally establishing mid - term and long - term plans for the

population development.

On 10 March 2004, Mr Hu Jintao, General Secretary of the
Communist Party of China( CPC) presided over the Symposium
of Central Committee Concerning Population, Resources and

Environment and made an important speech which emphasized
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that the work of population and family planning should include
strengthening the research on population development strategies,
establishing mid — term and long — term plans for population
development and innovating new strategies and mechanisms for
family planning programme. The same subject was pinpointed
by Premier Wen Jiabao as well. On 12 March 2005, Mr Hu Jintao,
General Secretary of CPC in the Symposium of Central Committee
Concerning Population, Resources and Environment, stressed that
the research on population development strategies should be carried
out continuously. Premier Wen Jiabao pointed out that the reports
of national population development strategy research should be
rendered to the CPC Central Committee. In the Report on the
Work of the Government (2005), he emphasized again the
importance of strengthening the research on population develop-
ment strategies. The research on national population develop-

ment strategies was included in the working lists of the State
"

Council in 2004 and 2005 successively.

The research on national population development strategies was
carried out under the background of establishing and applying
the Scientific Outlook on Development, building a well — off
society in all respects and building a harmonious socialist society,

which was put forward by Mr Hu Jintao, General Secretary of
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CPC. Since the 1970s, China has created two miracles of “the
rapid economic development” and “the effective slowdown of
population growth”, which were considered to be “the most
significant global events” at the end of the 20th century. Faced
with the demographic transition, the economic transition and
social transformation in the new century and the new era, the
development of China’ s population becomes unpredictably
complex day by day, and the three peaks, namely, the total
population, the working age population and the old age popula-
tion, will appear in the mid of 21st century. Since the issues of
the population quantity, quality, structure and distribution are
closely interrelated and the relationship between population and
economy, society, resources, environment is becoming closer,
a cemprehensive, thorough and foresighted research on popula-
tion issues is strongly needed to address the national population
issues from overall situation and strategic perspectives. In
addition, the complex population situation needs accurate judg-
ment. The mid - term and long - term population development
goals and strategies should be set in a scientific manner, and
the recommendations for overall countermeasures to comprehen-
sively address the population issues with Chinese characteristics

should also be put forward.
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Since February 2004, under the instruction of State Councilor
Hua Jianmin, the National Population Development Strategy
Research Group was established with Prof. Jiang Zhenghua as
group head, Prof. Xu Kuangdi and Dr Song Jian as deputy
heads of the group. The group carried out a systematic,
comprehensive and multi - disciplined research on the three
main topics, namely, “Scientific Outlook on Development” ,
“Trends of Population Development”, “ Major Relationship
Between Population, Economy, Society, Resources and Envi-
ronment” and the other 42 sub — topics as well. More than 300
experts participated in the research, including 11 academi-
cians. Including policy — makers, experts and scholars who
participated in various discussions, there were nearly 800
persons involved in the research. During the time period of over
two years, a total of 171 different kinds of symposiums and
discussion meetings were held. A total of 2, 000 people
participated in the research discussions, who were the heads of
various government departments, programme managers,
experts, scholars and other related persons. More than 80
government departments, organizations and academic institu-
tions participated in the research. With the joint efforts, the
following reports have been developed as the outcomes of

research: the specific research reports with more than 2. 6

. 4.
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million words for the 42 sub - topics, the research reports with
a total of 160,000 words for the three major topics, and a
10,000 word — long general research repoﬁ for the purpose of

presentation.

The CPC Central Committee and the State Céuncil paid great
attention to the research of population development strategies.
Since the beginning of research, the leaders of the CPC Central
Committee and the State Council attended the meetings and
listened to the progress and the outcomes of the research for as
many as 20 times and offered many important guidance and

instructions. The major ones are listed as follows:

—On 5 February 2004, Premier Wen Jiabao made important
comments on “Proposal for Conducting the Research on National
Population Development Strategies” submitied by the National
Population and Family Planning Commission ( NPFPC), and
approved the overall plan for national population development
strategy research which was put forward by fhe NPFPC. Other
State leaders, Mr Huang Ju, Ms Wu Yi, Mr Zeng Peiyan, Mr

" Hui Liangyu, Mr Hua Jianmin also approved the overall plan.

—On 27 February 2004, State Councilor Hua Jianmin,

5.
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presided over a symposium on population development strategy
research in the State Council. Mr Hua emphasized the impor-
tance of sticking to the truth and pragmatism and the importance
of full cooperation so as to ensure the realization of the goal set
for the research. He also requested NPFPC to do a good job in
the organization, coordination and provision of supporting
services for the research on the population development strate-

gies, and treat it as one of its most important mandates.

—On 20 March 2004, Prof. Jiang Zhenghua, Vice — Chairman
of the National People’ s Congress, presided over the first
working meeting of the National Population Development Strategy
Research Group. More than 30 department chiefs of various
ministries and over 30 experts attended the meeting.
Prof. Xu Kuangdi, Dr Song Jian and Mr Qu Geping attended

the meeting and made important remarks.

—On 31 August 2004, State Councilor Hua Jianmin attended
the meeting and listened to the progress report by NPFPC about
the population development sirategy research. He joined the
discussion on related issues, and made instructions on the work

for the next time period.
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—On 14 September 2004, Vice Premier Zeng Peiyan presided
over the working meeting on the formulation of Plan for the
National Economic and Social Development. During the meeting,
he listened to the report on the strategies and programme for
population development, and he requested to list this work into
the six key topics to be reported to the Central Committee and to

make an immediate preparation for it.

—On 29 October 2004, State Councilor Hua Jianmin attended
the meeting and listened to the report by NPFPC about the
progress of the national population development strategy

research, and joined the discussion on related issues.

—On 15 November 2004, Vice Premier Zeng Peiyan presided
over the meeting and listened to the briefing by NPFPC on the
overall plan for formulating “the 11th Five — Year Plan for

”

Population Development and the 2020 Programme for

Population Development.

—On 20 November 2004, Mr Hua Jianmin, the State Councilor,
attended the meeting and listened to the progress reports by
NPFPC on the research on national population development

strategies, and on the pilot project of establishing the social

.7



