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Unit 1
Text

Have you ever been to any antique shop? Well , zf yvu are as knowledgeable as
the dealer ; you may pick up &omethmg uncommon but cheap

p

A Happy Discovery.

Antique shops exert a peculiar fascination on a great 'many pe@ple. .Thc
more expensive kind of antique shop where rare ob]ects are beautlfully
displayed in- glass -cases to keep them free from dust is usudlly a forbidding
place. But no one has to muster up courage to enter a less pretentious antique
shop. There is always hope that in its labyrinth of musty, dark, disordered
rooms a real rarity will be found among the piles of assorted junk that litter
the floors. '

No one discovers a rarity by
chance. A truly dedicated bargain
hunter must have patience, and
above all, the ability to recaniie
the worth of something when he
sees it. To do this, he must be at
least as knowledgeable as the
dealer. Like a scientist bent on
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making a discovery, he must cherish the hope that one day he will be amply
rewarded.

My old friend, Frank Halliday, is just such a person. He has often
described to me how he picked up a masterpiece for a mere £50. One
Saturday morning, Frank visited an antique shop in my neighbourhood. As
he had never been there before, he found a great deal to interest him. The
morning passed rapidly and Frank was about to leave when he noticed &ia’rge
packing case lying on the floor. The dealer told him that it had just come in,
but that he could not be bothered to open it. Frank begged him to do so and

the dealer reluctantly prised it open. The
contents were disappointing. Apart from an
. interesting-looking carved dagger, the box
was full of crockery, much of it broken.
Frank gently lifted the crockery out of the
box and suddenly noticed a miniature painting
at the bottom of the packing case. As its
composition and line reminded him of an
Italian painting he knew well, he decided to
‘buy it.. ‘Glancing at it briefly, the dealer told
him that it was worth £50. Frank could
hardly conceal his ‘excitement, - for he knew that he ‘had made a real
discovery. The tiny paintiﬁg proved to be an unknown masterpiece by
Correggio and was worth hundreds of thousands of pounds.

Néw Words

';a,;ﬁg‘ce of furniture; jewellery, etc. » that is old

- R - and therefore becomes rare andA valuable i,
\ L wE |
exert / Igza:({ . | .';".i_ﬁ,“t‘isq(strength, skill, etc. )ﬁﬁi}l] Zvﬁ? ERC jjﬁ

pecnliar /pl'kju:]ié/ a. S bef?mgmg only ﬁiﬁkm ﬁ%ﬂfw




fascination / fesi'netfon/ 7. ' the quality or power of fascinating $77. %541

fascinate v. . IS | 1T : -
rare /res/ a. unusual; not common AW, ZRLA; BHK .
forbidding /fa'bidmy/ a. ' having a fierce, unfriendly, or dangerous look B
o S U TR, BWEIE
forbid v. kR
muster /'masta/ v. - -~ - ¢all forthy evoke Bz g
pretentious /pri'tenfss/ @.© ' - claiming (in an unpleasing way) importance that
B - " one doesn’t possess H A LI, BFMR
labyrinth /'leebaring/ n. xE
musty /'masti/ a. 'with an unpleasant smell as if old & #, R EBH -
rarity /'rearits/ n. ~ - something uncommon 25 . %7 ‘
assorted /o'sotid/ a. _ consisting of various kinds & A &H:H =
junk /dzagk/ n. - e useless things BER2 e, B T
litter / 'Ifta/ v. R Sca&e}'; Spread; cover untidily ZNE HA G s E it % :
dedicated /'dedikertid/ a. devoted to a cause; zealous %Abﬁ[?&f& | g"‘ .
bérgain / 'i)a:glri/ n A II soﬁéthing bought or offered cheapiy'%ﬁrﬁ‘,ﬁ ___‘;? :
bargain hunter L @Jflﬁﬂiﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ A » §
dealer /'dila/ n. BA g.. :
cherish /'tfer1f/ v. keep an idea, a hope or a pleasant feeling in your e
' . mind for a Jong time %4, A (FHE . H) ‘

amply /'sempli/ ad . . sﬁfficif.:l_lti)" Eﬁgﬁﬁ, #EH ‘
ample /'eempl/ a. . more than enough; sufficient E%B{]‘ ,}EEE‘J
describe /dis'kraib/ v. H say what ysomething is like;v give a picture in words

ez, Bk
masterpiece /'mastopis/ n. a piece of work, esp. art, which is the best of its

type or the best a person has done (JL#§EAR M

DN, 21
mere /mis/ a. N nothing more than {U{X#, A AR
neighbourhood /'netbohud/ n. - the area around a point or place 4BiFHEIR ; HhEE
bother /'bods/ v. be or cause trouble to; worry FT#, BRI -

reluctantly /ri'laktentlt/ ad. unvﬁllingly AN A BhomHh



reluctant /ri'lakiont/ a. : unwilling AR5 EH; REEH

prise /praiz/ v. move, lift, or break with a tool or metal bar &7
dagger /'deege/ n. S ESLEH

crockery /'krokar1/ n. - [U] We#8; 88

miniature /'mmnstfs/ a. a very small (pamtmg) INTGH, /j\ﬂ&g
composition / komps'zifsn/ n. %3]

remind /r1'mamd/ v. cause (someone) to remember FEEE, HARA
glance /glams/ v. give a quick look 3941 , :
conceal [kan'sizl/ v. - hide; keep from being seen or known %E (E

| Phras.es & Expressions

muster (up) courage evoke one’s courage L FH X,
by chance not happening by plan or intention; accidentally
| RETS, A |
(be) bent on with one’s mind set on; determined on ;:E‘éﬁ
o FRE R LT |
. pick up BRARIA, EREPIKRE
apart from ' except for [T e LSk
Proper Names

Frank Halliday /freepk 'heelider/ 22T« IAFIR
Correggio /ka'redzou/ " fﬁ]'%ﬁ '

Notes
Correégio= FIBFT (1494—1534) BAFEL WK, AL RILBLE - FkE, HBHERy

Ho BRI B SRt 16—17 iy AR B = T E W, M85 4 015 Bk
FIEBAMEIKH . ‘



Study and Practice

I . Answer the followmg questions.
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

What does a truly dedicated bargam huntcr hope to fmd in a less pretentlous

kind of antique shop'?

What quahtles must a truly dedxcated bargam hunter possess? '

Where d1d Frank Halllday v1s1t in the writer’s nelghbourhood‘?
Did Frank notice a large packing case on the floor? | |
How did the dealer open the packmg case?

What d1d Frank notice at the bottom of the packing case?

What d1d the pamtmg prove to be?

How much did Frank Halhday pay for the masterplece?

A

1. rare

2. musty

3. litter

4. assorted junk
5.
6
7
8

truly

. bent on
. amply

. mere

. Use no more than 80 words to write a summary of the text.
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- Match the items in column A to the phrases describing them in column B.

- B

. unwillingly
. give a quick look
. sufficiently, well

. no more than

determined on

really, seriously

. spread; cover untidily

. mixed rubbish of all kinds



9. glance i. with an unpleasant smell as if old

10. reluctantly S P very unusual
IV. Fill in the blanks with the words or expresswns glven below Change the form

where necessary.

exert cherish - litter o desm:;he IRY T
apart from glance at mere bent on |
pick up remind muster up ‘by ¢hance
1. T met him on my lwlay home |
2. She seems becommg a musxcxan ‘
3. What he said me of the days I had spent m the countrysnde
4. The lost bicycle was _ 7 in a small vﬂlage four hundred miles away
5. He the memory of h1s dead w1fe
6. She lost the election by a 20 votes
7. He has been a lot of pressure on me to change my mmd
8. a few words, I do not know any French at all. ‘
9. As I waited for John to arrive, I the clock and saw that he Was late.

10.

your courage and the difficulty will soon be overcome.

V. Make sentences after the models using “prove” and the given words.

Model 1: the tiny painting, an unknown masterpiece

The tiny painting proved (to be) an unknown masterpiece.
Model 2: Tom, brave, in the battle
Tom proved (to be) brave in the battle.

1. Jane, talented actress

2. rumour, true

3. experiment, success, in the end

4. his advice, sound




