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Sorrow will most probably reside forever in the hearts of the Chinese
people with what happened on May 12, 2008, when an extremely
destructive earthquake hit Wenchuan County, Sichuan Province, and
some adjoining areas. As a result of this unprecedented disaster, tens of
thousands of lives were lost, a once beautiful landscape deeply scarred,
and a number of bustling towns razed to the ground. Although saddened
by the tremendous losses, the nation as a whole quickly recovered
from the shock and set about the relief efforts on a nationwide scale.
Chinese President Hu Jintao sped to the earthquake-stricken areas for
an inspection despite the incessant aftershocks and Premier Wen Jiabao
quickly went to oversee the rescue operations on the spot. Contingents
of the People’s Liberation Army were quickly mobilized and dispatched
to the stricken areas for rescue operations. Medical personnel and
firefighters from different parts of the country volunteered to arrive at
the scene quickly to offer help. The international community also showed
great concern for the Chinese, sending relief supplies and rescue teams
to the affected areas within a short few days. It was a time to demonstrate
solidarity and prove that humanity is one big family.

Poetry has always been used as a vehicle of human feelings. As the
saying goes, “Love makes the world go around”. Compassion for those
suffering from the terrible earthquake, condolences for the bereaved
and prayers for the deceased could perhaps most appropriately be
conveyed through poetry. Prof. Nie Zhenzhao of the School of Literature,
Central China Normal University, vice president of China Foreign
Literature Association and vice president of the Chinese/American

Association for Poetry and Poetics, and Prof. Luo Lianggong, executive



director of the Chinese/American Association for Poetry and Poetics,
thus decided to compile an anthology of poems on the earthquake by
international authors. Shanghai Foreign Language Education Press, one
of the largest and most influential publishers of foreign-language books in
China, realized the great significance of such a project and set about the
publication of this anthology, Our Common Sufferings: An Anthology of
World Poets in Memoriam 2008 Sichuan Earthquake.

57 poems, including 28 in Chinese and 29 in English, are collected in
this anthology. Each poem is accompanied by a translated version, English
for Chinese and vice versa; being bilingual is an outstanding feature of
the anthology. The poems come in various forms, such as elegies, dirges,
poems in the style of the ancient Chinese ci, prose poems, and graphic
poems meant to stimulate the readers’ imagination. Whatever their form,
they are all characterized by great sincerity in emotions. These poems
not only exemplify the beauty of poetry but also convey the conviction of
the Chinese people: Let's face the adversities together and combine our

efforts in building a new and more beautiful home.

Shanghai Foreign Language Education Press
September 2008
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