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Bl1.1

The ability to write well organised, concise paragraph is essential
to a student’ s success in almost all university courses. In preparing
scientific reports of laboratory experiments, a student must present his
findings in logical order and clear language ih order to receive a
favorable evaluation of his work. To write successful answers to essay
questions on history or anthropology examinations, a student must
arrange the relevant facts and opinions according to some accepted
pattern of paragragh structure. And certainly when a student writes a
book report for English, or a critique for political studies, or a term
paper for sociology, style and organisation are often as important as
content .@arly, skill in wriing is crucial to successful achievement in
most university subjects.

ARSI R EEBIAA, ARRET PO BB SR
HREKEEEI RN LR, T HAX WA EEI NG E
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EEEHNEEE, REXEIE-AEHHNE, BERFEFOR
G508
Fl1.2

Basic methods of preparing food show great similarity throughout
the world, but English cooking terms sometimes have special
meanings. For example, 2lmost all cultures have devised some means
of baking, that is, cooking bread c;r other food in an oven. Boiling, or
cooking food in water or some other liquid, is another universal
practice. A related process, stewing, means to boil slowly or gently a
mixture usually of meat, vegetables and water. Still another cooking
process, roasting, means to cook meat in its own juice over fire or in
an oven. While the terms to describe the various cooking methods have
a literal meaning in formal English, in informal English they are used

to describe human behaviour in a colorful or humorous way. Half-
5 ,



baked, for instance, may refer to a foolish idea or a stupid person.
Boiling or boiling mad means very angry. In a stew means to be
worried or to be in a difficult situation; and to stew in one’s own juices
means to suffer, especially from one’s own actions. To roast a person
means to criticise or ridicule him without mercy. In other cases, a
person , through his excessive relish of life, might get pickled and end
up in a jam. This list demonstrates the use of cooking terms as
colloquial expressions to picture human conduct more vividly.
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2. BEPHR IR E R R R G

TS

Read and reread the following passages to familiarize with the
paragraph structure, and try to form the goed habit of analyzing
paragraph structare while reading.

1) When you practise reading with passages shorter than book
length, do not try to take in each word separately, one after the other.
It is much more difficult to grasp the broad theme of the passage this
way, and you will also get struck on individual words which may not
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be absolutely essential to a general understanding of the passage. Itisa
good idea to skim through the passage very quickly first to get the
general idea of each paragraph. Titles, paragraph headings and
emphasized words (underlined or in italics) can be a great help in
getting this skeleton outline of the passage. It is surprising how many
people do not read titles, introductions of paragraph headings. Unless
you do, you will not be likely to improve your reading comprehension
and speed.
2) Y@xperimental psychologists have put forward two very different
accounts of - the process of rememberingq‘ According to the first,
memory consists of a series of snapshots which we view whenever we
wish to recall some past experience or item of information. If you ask
how memories get laid down, exponents of this theory would say that
we behave like the character in Christopher Isherwood’s play who
said: “I am a camera with a shutter open, quite passive”. In essence,
the theory describes both the laying-down and the recall of memories as
passive and objective processes, and it is the view of memory
presumably held by the people responsible for deciding what is
admissible as evidence in a court of law, where great importance is
attached to the recollection of eyewitnesses at the scene of a crime or an
accident.
3) Most paragraphs have a topic sentence which expresses the central
idea. The remaining sentences expand or support that idea. It has been
estimated that between 60 to 80 percent of all expository paragraphs in
English has the topic sentencé first. Always pay special attention to the
first sentence of a paragraph; it is most likely to give you the main
idea.

Sometimes, though, the first sentence in the paragraph does not
have the “feel” of a main idea sentence. It does not seem to give us

enough new information to justify a paragraph. The next most likely
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place to look for the topic sentence is the last sentence of the
paragraph.

Remember that the opening and closing paragraphs of a passage or
chapter are particularly important. The opening paragraph suggest the
general direction and content of the piece, while the closing paragraph
often summarizes the very essence of what has been said.

4) During the decades of the 1960’s, most of the European colonies
of Sub-Saharan Africa achieved independence. In the west, Nest,
Nigeria (1960), Sierra Leone (1961), and Gambia (1965) — all
former British colonies — joined the family of free and independent
nations. In the east, Tanzania (1961), Uganda (1962), Kenya
(1963) also became sovereign states free of British rule. As the African
empire of Great Britain was being dismantled, France, the other major
European colonizer, withdrew from vast areas south of the Sahara.
Thirteen former French colonies gained national status in the single
year 1960: Mauritania, Senegal, Mali, Ivory Coast, Upper Volta,
Togo, Dahomey, Nigér, Chad, Central African Republic, Cameroon,
Gabon, and Congo. Although a few European colonialists still occupy
African territory, the 1960°s witnessed the birth of more than twenty
free black nations.

5)  Man is called by nature to live in society; for he needs many
things which are necessary to his life, and which by himself he cannot
procure for himself. Whence it follows that man naturally becomes a
part of a group, to procure him the means of living well. He needs this
assistance for two reasons. First, in order that he may obtain
elementary necessities of life; this he does in the domestic circle of
which he is a part. Every man receives from his parents life and
nourishment and education; and the reciprocal (# B #J) aid of the
family members facilitates the mutual provision of the necessities of
life. But there is a second reason why the individual is helped by the
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group of which he is a part, and in which alone he finds his adequate
well-being. And this is that he may not only live, but live the good life
— which is enabled by the opportunities of social intercourse. Thus
civil society aids the individual in obtaining the material necessities, by
uniting in the same city a great number of crafts, which could not be
so united in the same family. And civil society also assists him in the
moral life.

6)  Although there are many types of art, :there are some basic
principles in art, too. All kinds of art require the same general
characteristics. The most important characteristic of art is order. The
elements, the separate parts of a work of art must be arranged so that
there is a pattern, a design. The form itself is important. A pleasing
shape and balance means that a painting or piece of weaving has a
continuous pattefn, that a ceramic pot is well formed, that the
interesting parts of a structure are found on both sides. Harmony and
contrast are also essential aspects of art. The parts of the art must fit
together; each must have beauty in itself and look attractive with the
other parts. In a figure of a person sculpted out of a large piece of
stone, for example, the head and body must match; the parfs of a
sculpture must suit each other. The artists must carve appropriate sizes
and forms into the stone. Furthermore, the clothing and the base of
the statue must be appropriate so that the whole statue can be
appreciated.

7) The painting of Edouard Manet was distinctly different from the
art that came before it. Artists in the middle of the 1880’ s were
blending colors and using shadows to get realistic effects. Manet chose
to use great flat areas of strong colors. In addition, he almost outlined
his subjects in a way that other artists had not done. The other artists
were painting about ideas, special subjects, and themes. Manet, on
the other hand, painted attractive pictures. He used real person’s faces
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in situations that made comments about society. He used designs that
showed the influence of Japanese art. Even ten years later, when
Manet was influenced by impressionist art, he remained concerned
with good composition. Art critics of his time said that his art would
not live on. Yet today Manet’s works are considered great examples of
a phase of art.
8) A weasel word is “a word used in order to evade or retreat from a
direct or forthright statement or position” (Webster) . In other words,
if we can’t say it, we’ll weasel it. And, in fact, a weasel word has
become more than just an evasion or retreat. We’ ve trained our
weasels. They can do anything. They can make you hear things that
aren’ t being said, accept as truths things that have only been implied,
and believe things that have only been suggested. Come to think of it,
not only do we have our weasels trained, but they, in turn, have got
you trained. When you hear a weasel word, you automatically hear the
implication. Not the real meaning, but the meaning it wants you to
hear. So if you’re ready for a little re-education, let’s take a good look
under a strong light at the two kinds of weasel words.
9) By about A. D. 500 the Mound Builder culture was declining,
perhaps because of attacks from other tribes or perhaps because of
severe climatic changes that undermined agriculture. To the west
another culture, based on intensive agriculture, was beginning to
flourish. Its center was beneath present-day St. Louis, and it radiated
out to encompass most of the Mississippi watershed, from Wisconsin to
Louisiana and from Oklahoma to Tennessee. Thousands of villages
were included in its orbit. By about A. D. 700 this Mississippi
culture, as it is known to archaeologists, began to send its influence
eastward to transform the life of most of the less technologically
advanced woodland tribes. Like the Mound Builders of the Ohio
region, these tribes, probably influenced by Meso-American cultures
7



through trade and warfare, built gigantic mound as burial and
ceremonial places. The largest of them, rising from four terraces to a
height of one hundred feet, has a rectangular base of nearly fifteen
acres, larger than that of the great Pyramid of Egypt. Built between
A. D. 900 and 1100, this huge earthwork faces the site of an Indian
city, which contained more than one hundred small artificial mounds
marking burial sites. Spread among them was a vast settlement
containing some 30, 000 people by current estimations. The finely
crafted ornaments and tools recovered at Cahokia, as this center of
Mississippi culture is called, included elaborate ceramics, finely
sculpted stonework, carefully embossed and engraved copper and mica
sheets, and one funeral blanket fashioned from 12, 000 shell beads.
They indicate that Cahokia was a true urban canter, which clustered
housing, markets, and specialists in toolmaking, potting, jewelry-

making, weaving and salt-making.
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Fl2.1

In Africa, the fight against starvation in six West African nations
is being hampered by the rainy season. Heavy rains are turning the dirt
roads into muddy rivers, making it hard for traffic to extend to the
remote areas. As a result, relief will have to wait for a dry spell which

9



seems nowhere in sight. The weather bureau is maintaining silence for
fear of causing increased alarm.
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Bl2.2

If the wind becomes gusty after a period of calm, you should seek
shelter. The sky needs careful watching, too. Gradual darkening and
“boiling” clouds should quicken your pace. Lightning and thunder are
common enough storm indicators, but few people realize that the
lightning is not nearly as important as the number of lightning flashes.
The signs of an oncoming storm are many, and a person’s life may
depend on his ability to interpret them.
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f#]2.3

[Despite the fact that cars from Germany and J apan are flooding
the American market, Ford, General Motors and Chrysler are hiring
more workers than ever befora The flood of cheaper foreign cars has
not cost American auto workers their jobs as some experts predicted.
Ford operétes as far as Asia, and General Motors is considered
Australia’ s biggest employer, yet GM has its huge American work
force and hires hundreds of people every day to meet the need of an
insatiable society.
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