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Resource Development and Provision1
Pielk

— A Descriptive Picture of Te;rtlary le?yel Web based
Degree Programmes in Engllsh Language

Education in China

Cao Wen
National Research Centre for Foreign Language Education
Institute of Online Education (BeiwaiOnline),
Beijing Foreign Studies University

Abstract

This paper reports a research study encompassing eight online institutes
in China running degree-bearing programmes in English language education.
The study aims to examine the practice and perceptions of resource develop-
ment and provision from the perspectives of learners and tutors of these online
institutes, covering issues such as resources mode selection, materials design,
courseware design, resources delivery and utilization. The study findings, based
on structured interviews with intuitional decision-makers, and questionnaires
distributed to 261 learners and 35 tutors at the eight online institutes, have

brought important issues to the surface that should be taken into consideration

1This project is part of the e-China program, a Sino-British international program spon-
sored by HEFCE and the Ministry of Education in China. The project was implemented
in consultation with Professor Gu Yueguo (Beijing Foreign Studies University) and
Professor David Wood (Nottingham University). The writer sincerely thanks them for
their guidance and support. An earlier version of this report was presented in the Four th

International Symposium of ELT in China, Beijing, May 2004.



