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Al young men like to boast of their adventures,
For there’s no plain sasling in the sea of by

Mongy without good looks will win no bearts,

Yet neither will looks without money prove enough;
And money and looks combined will sl full short
Without the wish to please and conrtesy.

But a handsome youth who is considerate too

Wil beat all rivals in the kists of bve.

'I'l)islvcrse, written in the metre of “Moonlight on the Western
River,” gives us the art of pleasing women in a nutshell.

- “The singsong girl likes good looks and the bawd likes money,”
says the proverb. So a handsome and wealthy young man should find
both women agreeable and be able to reign supreme in the courtesans’
quarter, coming off victotious in all amotous encounters.

Something more is needed, however, and that is consideration,
which can no more be dispensed with than the uppers of a shoe or the
lining of a jacket. A girl’s charm can be increased tenfold and her short-
comings discounted by a considerate lover; and what woman can resist
a soft-spoken man who showets her with delicate attentions and stud-
ies her likes and dislikes? This is what we mean by consideration.

In the tournaments of love the considerate lover will win the day,
for consideration will serve him instead of good looks and riches.
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Tuke the case of Zheng Yuanhe,! who lost his money and looks and

became a beggar. When Li Yaxian met him in the snow she took pity -

on him, wrapped him in her embroidered gown, fed him on dainties
and made him her husband, not for the sake of his money or his ;ooks,
but because Zheng was such an attentive young man that she could not
bear to part with h1m Consider how, when she was ill and wanted to
drink horse-entrails soup, thng Killed his best horse for her. One such
incident is enough to win a girl’s heart. When finally Zheng came first in
the itnperial examinations and she as his wife received a title, the beggar
with his clapper becime a counsellor at court, who:left his wretched

hovel to dwell in marble halls with sitken coverlets; and their romance,

has been handed down through the ages.

W ben fottune frowns; gold sheds no light;
W hen fortune smiles, then iron Jooks bright.

The accession to the throne of the first emperor of Song was
followed by seven teigns duting which the people enjoyed peace and
security.But after Emperor Hui Zong appeinted evil ministers and gave
all bis time to pleasure, building parks and gardens instead of attending
to affairs of state, there was great unrest among his subjects; and the
Golden Tartars seized thls opportunity to intrude, so that the fair and
flower-like empire was all but destroyed. The eniperor and his son
were taken as captives to the north, and only when Prince Kang” crossed
the Yangtze on a clay horse and:established himself as Emperor Gao
Zong in the south was peace restored. But during these decades the
people suffered indesctibable hardships.

Now in Anle Village outside Kalfeng, capital of the northern
empire, lived a man called Xin Shan whose wife’s malden name was

Ruan. They kept a grocery shop and made a comfortable living by
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