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Introduction

The Chinese language is one of the fastest growing languages in the world in
terms of popularity. It is spoken by over one-fifth of the world’s population today,
and with China playing a more and more important role in the world, many foreign
students now see the importance of learning the Chinese language. As a result,
Chinese programs around the world is increasing steadily each year.

First, in recent years, more and more foreigners are working or studying in
China. Most of them have children who go to international schools there. Their
children are mostly “advanced beginners”. Secondly, since the opening up of China,
more and more Chinese people are studying and developing careers overseas, their
children are called “heritage students”.

“Advanced beginners” or “heritage students” are those who can speak and
understand basic Chinese but cannot read and write it. The “advanced beginners”
are different from the “very beginners.” Although they can understand basic Chinese
or can carry out basic conversations, they don’t have the systematic grammatical
knowledge of the language, and their vocabulary is limited. They also need intensive
training in reading and writing while improving their overall language skills. It has
become imperative for instructors of the Chinese language to design a Chinese
curriculum specifically for “advanced beginners.”

In 1998, several colleagues of mine and I began to compile a textbook entitled
A Primer for Advanced Beginners of Chinese (Vol. Iand Vol. II), published by
Columbia University Press in 2003. During the trial period of this textbook, I
noticed that those “advanced beginners” were very interested in the topics covered
in that textbook. They repeatedly expressed their desire to read more materials.
Thus, I began to write reading materials and design exercises based on the
students’ vocabulary.
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The materials are divided into two volumes according to the difficulty: An
Elementary Chinese Reader (Vol I. and Vol. II).

GENERAL LAYOUT OF THE TEXTBOOK

An Elementary Chinese Reader targets advanced beginners of the Chinese
language, especially college-level students. It can also be used as a supplementary
reader after they reach a certain level of Chinese. For those who wish to practice
reading Chinese on their own, this is a very practical reader with which to begin.
The textbook consists of ten chapters, each chapter has two main readings. Various
topics, such as school, family, travel, writing letters, weather, food and

medicine are covered, the general layout of the textbook is as follows:

Exercises Before You Read: Each lesson begins with pre-reading activities to
motivate students and prepare them for the reading. This section also provides
students an opportunity for oral discussion and makes them think about the topic
they are going to read. The pre-reading exercises for the first five chapters are in
English, and changed into Chinese, beginning with Chapter Six.

Scanning Reading Exercises: People obviously have different reading
techniques. Scanning reading is a technique of reading for specific information.
Students don’t have to read literally but need to pay attention to the relevant parts
or the sentences relating to specific information. Scanning reading exercises are

best done in class with a time limit.

First Reading and Second Reading: Each text needs to be read twice with
exercises after reading. The purpose of the first reading is to train students to grasp
main ideas. The second reading is to aim at training readers to draw conclusions by
reasoning or deducting what they have read.  Exercises after reading include
answering questions as well as finding the correct collocations of key words.

New Words: New words in An Elementary Chinese Reader is listed after sec

ond reading.




Comprehensive Exercises: Comprehensive exercises include pronunciation,
character, grammar, oral discussion, reading comprehension, and composition

exercises. i

Tips of the Lesson: Some basic and useful expressions that might not be
covered in the main readings are mentioned in the section of Tips of the lesson,
which is used as a supplementary exercise to each chapter.

I hope this reader can be helpful for those advanced beginners to learn Chinese,
and most of all, enjoy reading Chinese.

Author
November 2003
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num.

onom.

prep.
pron.

pn.
sv.

vp.
vo.

—————

adverb

conjunction
co-verb
idiomatic expression
interjection
measure word
noun

numeral
onomatopeia
particle
preposition
pronoun
proper noun
stative verb
verb

verb phrase

verb-object
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5%, A% 3] Exercises Before You Read

Introduce yourself to your classmates with the following information: your last
name, given name, birthday, birth place and hobbies.
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Slf B 2% 1) i% 45 5] Exercises After First Reading

Now read the story again for the main idea. Do the exercise after reading.

P10 B 3% & & Identify Main Ideas
The following are the main ideas of the five paragraphs in the reading.
Write down the number of the paragraphs that represent each main idea.
BERENAA
REERADE.
BEFEAREDL,
_ BREIAEMK.
AR L D54,




Read the story carefully this time. Then finish the exercises below.
—. BBPRIXAE, EZETFIHB, (Answer the following questions based

on the text.)
1. KRS HFE L K?
2. E/AXEEH X ?
3. INASBESA I ?

4 RO MEEMBREA A7 W ALF?

—RPFIE % 3] Exercises After Second Reading

5. EhXERARBAAN?

6. PR E KA E X He H E T 7

—. HErIER: B EFAX, ERIE. (Mark the following statements true

or false based on the text. If it is false, correct it.)

1.

S5 WA W

F/ACRILTREREIN

. IAAEREIUREF.

“BHEEAAAN D, A,

FEPXAEREI,

AMERY , BBENK.

MK EE P3N, BERTE R

o lwm
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find the proper words or phrases in column B to match those in column A.)

Column A
1. ig

2.1

3. %

4 =

5. 1Z

6. #

7.8

8. Y

9. 15

10. %

Column B
A R

B. #&
C.BH
D. &

E. PEMK
F. B/l
G.h%
H. ¥

L iR
J#EL

52 AR R i ST, DR T AR S AR, IR T

After scanning and extensive reading, learn the following vocabulary

before intensive reading.

45 New Words

1. BY jido v. be called; call A
2. e xiainzdi n. now

3.k zai prep.  in; at

4, 2> XUEéxi v. study; learn

5. %8 méiydu v. there is not; not have

6. &F mingzi n. name

7. I |Gosht n. teacher

8. hé conj. and

9. [Fl% téngxué . classmate; schoolmate
10. #B dou adv. all; both
11. Z= LY n. a surname /
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26. —

27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
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37.
38.
39.
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42.
43.
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SetE
i
HH
A
iR
iz

you

hén

dud
péngyou
géi
jiéshdo
yixid

zhe
Wiang
jinnian
sui

hul

shud
Yingwén
yidi@inr
Riwén
xthuan
chang
gé
daxué
xuésheng
lisht
mingnidn
qu

na

xing
xidnsheng
shihou
chdngchdng
yong

zuo fan
chi

cv.

v./n.

pron.
n.

n.

.

v.
pron.
n./v.

n.

ady.

V.

vo.

have; there is

very; quite

many

friend

give; grant
introduce; introduction
once; one time

this

a surname

this year

year (of age)

can; be able to, will
speak; say

English

a bit; a little
Japanese

like; be fond of
sing

song

college; university
student; pupil
history

next year

go to

that

surname; be surnamed
mister (Mr.); sir

(a point in) time; moment

often; frequently

use

cook; prepare a meal
eat; take
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