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From the view of the dialectic relationship between man and
nature , this dissertation studies how the governments from different
levels and civilian groups ameliorate the bad living environment in
the middle and lower reaches in Huaihe River. And, this dissertation
open out it in four aspects: administrations, laws, technology and
culture. Discussing it thoroughly can not only widen the research
domain in the history of the Republic of China,but also make for the
understanding to environmental problems in China today. It can use
for historical reference to establishing a harmonious society.

This dissertation falls into five parts:

Chapter One The environmental variance in the middle and
lower reaches in the Huaihe River. The environment in the middle
and lower reaches in Huaihe River was ascendant in the history. After
twelve century,the Yellow River occupied the Huaihe River for over
700 years due to some social causations such as: the population
pressure, irrational economic exploitation, chaos caused by
war. Then, this area became a special ECOTONE, which not only
changed the water system and physiognomy, but also made this area a
disaster area. The frequent disaster caused huge economic losing and
social tranquilization. The people formed a negative life style under
the pressure of execrable environment.

Chapter Two The basal opinions on environmental social

control in the Republic of China. The environmental social control is
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to protect environment and keep social stability by regulating people’s
behaviors and attitudes to the environment and motivating people from
all levels to take part in environmental protection. Going with the
intercourse of ideology and culture between China and foreign
countries, and promotions done by academia, the modern
consciousness of environmental protection came gradually into the
Chinese eyes. Mr. SUN Yat-sen advocated water irrigation and
conservancy, afforestation for the sake of ecological balance. His
environmental protection ideas became a gist to environmental social
control in the Republic of China.

Chapter Three The environmental social control done by
government of the Republic of China. Faced with the exasperate
environment in the middle and lower reaches in Huaihe River,
governments from different levels took some frondose acts by
administrations, laws, technology and culture, to actualize the
environmental social control ,for the sake of improving the basic living
conditions in the area. Different means have different functions, but
they are correlative and copulate. The work of environmental
protection just began in the Republic of China.

Chapter Four The environmental social control done by civilian
groups. The civilian groups played an important role in public affairs
in the Republic of China. Taking China International Famine Relief
Commission as a case, the CIF RC, based on the ideas of preventing
famine rather than relieving famine , put up some irrigation works and
afforestion by working relief to prevent calamities and meliorate the
environment in the Huaihe Revier. Besides, folk regulations also
played an active role in environmental protection in modern
society. These endeavors done by civilian groups made up the scarcity
of the government in environmental protection on the one hand,
pushed the development of the society on the other hand.

Chapter Five The performance analysis of environmental social
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control in the middle and lower reaches in Huaihe River. Although
the environmental protection steps were badly insufficient, they had
some changes besides succeeding to the traditional steps;and though
people’s burden were increased, they accelerated the integration and
development of the society. There were many restricting factors to the
executive effects of these social control measures: too more
population, behindhand education and culture, feeble economic,
corrupt politics and truceless situation weakened the possibility of
improving the environment.

We can get some experiences and lessons from the review on the
social control of environment. Those are as follows: we should treat
rightly with the relationship between environmental protection and
economic development; to solve environmental problem, population
control is an important measure, and a set of strict laws and codes
must be made ;natural science combined with social science is also a
way out; both the country and society must exert their activities; In
all, a good development of the society need a good environmental

protecting system.
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