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Freedom of the marks

Frank(Yonghang) Wu's works in this exhibition reflect his travels and experiences
in the UK and Europe which took place from his base at Kingston University
London while he was a visiting academic in winter 07and early spring 08. Frank
embraced the opportunity of 'living' with us at Kingston wholeheartedly and
became a feature of the campus quickly, admired by students and staff.

His finely tuned skills were much appreciated in his Master Class on Chinese Ink
Painting, and his work in this media and method is undoubtedly inspirational and
excellent. His wall and screen pieces for restaurants and health spas using Ink
Paining in a modern environment with sensitivity and taste created greatest
interest for the Kingston students.

It was intriguing to see scenes local to the campus of the Faculty of Art, Design &
Architecture painted by an artist with a traditional Chinese education in Ink
Painting and Western Oil Painting. The rapidity of the brush movements on the
canvas and freedom of the marks made in his oil paintings brought new life to our
environment. Paintings made with this French colour palette and eye surprised the
viewer and delighted them with this interpretation of the locale, Frank's eyes saw
our churches, shops, houses and everyday places in a way which gave us a new
look at ourselves and where we live.

Frank's ink painting and undoubted skill as well as sharp eye and awareness of
three dimensions in his observational work (particulary those made at the London
Sinfonietta Orchestra) really impressed and fascinated us. The rapidity of his
working method and fabulous use of white space provided us with a true and
immediate example of the real way a master craftsman of ink painting works. The
subtlety of the tones of the ink, the contrasting areas of solid ink and the fine lines
employed brought Frank great appreciation and admiration from those who were
fortunate enough to see his intimate and delicate sketchbooks. His involvement
with the subject and handling of materials is an example to all of us endeavouring
to observe life through drawing.

We at Kingston University London hope that Frank's sojourn with us will be the
start of a growing and lasting relationship with Zhejiang Sci &Tech University in
Hangzhou and we look forward to welcoming other tutors to our Faculty of Art
Design & Architecture in the future

Leo Duff

MA RCA

Academic Director Overseas Development
Leader of Drawing Process Research
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] lo with pure tonality from his inner heart,
ues, is suitable for wandering like the wind
urches, the castles full of mysterious hi

Wu Yonghang traveled and studi ed in

scholar, supporting by National Studying-abr L

time of the year of 2007and 2008. He sentimentally po

studies and habitations, and memorized the eternal s
People could observe least of all modifications and most
works with his direct mode to express, and he brought us
paintingsconveying deep emotions with lines and tones to a
response and show the most concise but not ordinary painting

His oil paintings, which people absolutely couldn't miss by, p
elegant Britain with comfortable rhythm and bright colors,
unconsciously attracted by the Britain journey flying high with sul
While his Chinese wash paintings, which are not so bright and
paintings, present us a clear and clean Britain and cause peop
expression of artist's inner heart. Every time when I appreciate Wu'
paintings, I'll be touched by new particulars. They are simply mag
certain, without that aggressive, but further internal and restrained,
_ intimate to the real qualities of Britain in a sense.

are two main elements in Wu's sketch works, ai

breakthrough in sketch works, you could be absolutely pleased by the fr
Works with less facture or sedulous care, which just like one's inner solo, are
vision tiredness, but more tenderness of appreciation. People have different
oil painting and Chinese wash painting, while what Wu creates in hi
appropriately appease the two kinds of taste,

All the sketch works presenting here are the soul of traveling in Bﬂtaqu
and described the exotic sceneries and affections with his oriental art
attentively sing alone: Feels like all the colors of emotion shine on

we try, Ooh, it gets me high drifting through the light, Endless miles

on holding on, waiting for the sun, I keep on holding on, waiting foi
People will be apparently impressed by the works as if a beautiful Ei

waving in the evening breeze and fragrance slowly spilling over i

the spirits are intent on berthing at such soft dre ' ,
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