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years history of Shanghai
Oil painting & Sculpture Institute
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As the first professional artistic research and creative work organization
since the foundation of the People's Republic of China, Shanghai Oil
Painting and Sculpture Academy (SOPSA) was established in 1965, with the
former name Shanghai Oil Painting and Sculpture Studio. It's the extension
of the traditional art academic system in China. After years of changes and
transformation of systems, SOPSA has attracted artists from the oil painting
and sculpture department and training classes of Shanghai Institute of
Art and sculpture research institute to work together for their dream and
common goal, that is, the arts.

From the first beginning to now, SOPSA has converged the devotion,
wisdom and creativity of three generations of artists, who gained good
reputation and popularity by their works and achievements. Among these
world-wide known and important artists in Chinese concurrent art history,
are Wu Dayu, Zhang Congren, Zhou Bichu, Yu Yunjie, etc. Besides, a group
of industrious, creative, well-performing and influential young and middle-
aged artists in oil painting and sculpture have become the backbone of the
academy. In recent years, the academy springs up a group of young artists
full of creativity and practice, with diverse styles and specializations. These
three generations of artists have devoted themselves to the growth and
development of the academy.

Within the past 40 years, SOPSA has consecutively produced many
well-welcomed works and a series of research outcomes, among which
some have won prizes in Shanghai or in the whole county, some have been
exhibited overseas, some have won international prizes, some have been
collected by the national art institute and museum, and others have been
collected by oversea museums and individuals. The works such as #he

Collapse of the Jiang's Dynasty, Yu Huatal Group Sculpture, the Monument
to the May 30th Event, etc. have been frequently heard among audience,
and have become the classic works in the development of the Chinese art
history.

In this album of paintings, we collect around 300 pieces of works and
the resumes of 75 artists of SOPSA within the past 40 years. These works
have witnessed the trials and hardships in the development of Chinese oil
paintings and sculptures in all these years, have recorded the track of the
development of Chinese culture and art, and have reflected the endless
efforts and endeavor of several generations of artists.

In recent years, the artists in SOPSA have carried forward the
industrious and pioneering spirits and traditions of the former artists, caught
opportunities and kept on with times, explored and searched for their own
artistic forms and languages, and produced many great works for the sake
of the new era. Their art works are full of the artistic wisdom and the artist's
passion to life, and have won the acknowledgment of the society, presented
the bright future and development of SOPSA in the 21st century.

SOPSA is a non-profit professional ail painting and sculpture work and
research institute, belonging to Shanghai Culture and Media Administration
Bureau, currently located in Shanghai Honggiao development zone. It has
a main building with 40 art studios, a comprehensive exhibition building
and an extra-size sculpture showroom. Such great working environment
provided convenience for the artists, so the artists can and do dedicate
themselves to their artistic pursuit with passion, portraying this great era and
beautiful life.
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