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Prologue

At the meeting of UIA Architectural Education Committee organized twice on yearly basis, the inevitable subject always rests with the
ction of future development of worldwide architectural education. There may be seen the adherence to British style advocated by RIBA and
erican style upheld by ACSA, the rise of South America mode from Mexico, and the struggle from Arabian architectural education. From East
@, only I and another committee member from Japan are invited. We also actively make our viewpoints heard. Our architectural education bears
possession of the historical tradition of architectural education of Europe and America, and basically it relies on the education from Europe and
erica since its emergence. We also carry no anger with the architectural education like some other developing countries under the globalization.

keep wondering where the Chinese architectural education will march forward in the future.

- Several pieces of background information may not escape us within our deep consciousness.
Firstly, the architectural wisdom of Chinese ancient civilization is the spiritual treasure that we, with self consciousness, should not forget, that
lly we are unable to forget thanks to our collective unconsciousness. The architectural concept of Laozi stays between entity and empty; the
ectural concept of rites and music is presented in the social order. The architectural pursuit developed with China is to cognize the heaven
earth before construction and then melt the cognition into the construction itself. I have seen an eternal power from this concept. This power
isdom has surpassed politics, economy and force. This wisdom flows tranquilly and peacefully but stands that supreme after all and people
‘powerfully convinced by its power upon understanding. I knelt down before this wisdom instinctively in the face of Dujiangyan during Sichuan
quake.
Secondly, the system founded by the former generations of Chinese architectural educators is acting as a genuine basis for our discussion on
nt and future architectural education. Any discussion divorced from reality would be empty or naive. Some may divide Chinese architectural
on into several dominant schools. However, what is unfolded before my eyes after reading the early record made by our predecessors is
oups of ardent students returned to China after their oversea study, traveled every corner of our tribulation-filled motherland, and built up
ural institutions one by one on those survival-may-exist pieces of land with their experience. The land was marked with chaos caused by
teachers were just equipped with the fresh knowledge. Supposedly under those circumstances, beside my respect, I would like to emphasize
t is the virtue that matters.
Thirdly, we are granted the architectural opportunities and thought environment brought in by the reform and opening-up. Not only students
participate in national events like Olympic Games in Beijing, World Expo in Shanghai, Binhai construction in Tianjin and Asian Games in
zhou, but they are facing an excellent moment that currently every town, every city and every village wears a new look every year.
hout 30 years, from tracing workers to specialists capable of preparing construction drawing, from the competition on the same platform
tion export, China has witnessed the emergence of a substantial amount of outstanding architects and educators. This is the knowledge
we must be aware of; otherwise the collective tuition would be too high.
n the basis of the above-mentioned three aspects, I would like to express: with the background of international competition, the competition
n domestic institutions has become not that significant. The architectural education of China requires the formation of a grand pattern.
the common historical and cultural background, the architectural education of China is in need of the formation of a grand ideal. Engaging
game with united spirits across the whole country has rendered the joy of succeeding in organizing Beijing Olympic Games, so why the
ral education of China cannot adopt this approach?

grand ideal consists in the contribution made by the architectural education throughout the creation of new Chinese civilization; while the
d pattern lies in the Chinese pattern established out of distribution and collaboration as well as among present architectural educations all over

istorical examples have been created in the direction of grand ideal and grand pattern through the successful organization of Joint Studio
6 schools earlier and Joint Studio uniting 7 schools currently. All the students, teachers and schools benefit from thought exchange and
n between viewpoints. This demonstrates that once the fences between schools are broken, the architectural education of China is fully
e of building up a sharing platform.

a host of this United Design, we consider it particularly significant to define a good subject, which should be specific, comprehensible

2 to provide the space for students’ acts. As chief planner of Shanghai World Expo in 2010, the first subject jumping into my mind when

the design subject is the reconstruction and reutilization of Jiangnan Shipyard. The World Expo itself is an open theme. The usage of the

e Jiangnan Shipyard is located had not been nailed down at the moment except that the preliminary assumption existed that this piece
| may be employed for the exhibition of industry cluster of modern times after the World Expo, therefore, the subject bears great flexibility,
1g the maintenance of super giant workshops of the shipyard, the content of urban design and the request of architecture signal design.
ore, another advantage of this “supposed design based on actual existence” subject lies in its allowing students to deepen their cognition
through comparing the difference between their design and practical operation and through reflection in the process of World Expo or
World Expo.
pators in this United Design are “old” universities in the traditional sense like Tongji University, Tsinghua University, Southeast University
jin University, as well as rising stars like Chongging University, Zhejiang University and China Central Academy of Fine Arts. They are
tives. Tongji University, Southeast University and Zhejiang University host respectively the introduction of the subject, the mid-term
tion and the final review during the design process. In addition, teachers from various universities deliver wonderful lectures with focus
‘design subject; the contact and exchange increase between teachers and students from 7 universities. All these efforts create a solid
for achieving distinguished design results.
ding the urban design, it embraces no fixed pattern. In this United Design, besides participators all pay attention to the relationship
S, universities present their own education concept and features respectively. Some universities may tend to stress spatial form, some
mphasize the depth of design, some may center on the establishment of guidelines and the control, some may devote to the organization
on during the World Expo, some may concentrate on the after-Expo development and utilization... leading to colorful and inspirational

present, all architectural schools are promoting international exchange actively. In contrast, the exchange between domestic schools
“inadequate. I agree on the opinion put forward by some teachers: if the joint studio divides schools into groups by breaking up the
of schools next time, the contact and exchange between teachers and students from various schools may increase further.

‘heavy design work, It basically represents the status and level of the undergraduate education of Chinese architectural education. The
g interpretation and creative presentation of the design subject will contribute the positive reference value to the successful organization
hai World Expo in 2010.

ould like to avail myself of this letter to express thanks to hand-in-hand efforts of teachers and students from all schools. I wish domestic
o be united. I have seen the direction of future development of Chinese architectural education from these works and the effort of
power during the formation of new Chinese civilization. The worldwide architectural education will notice the efforts we make at this
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Tongji Unversity preside over the United-
Architectural Design this term,he organize three
times of gathering .

Shanghai was the first time. Seven schools,for
about 100 students and 20 teachers, from all over
china got togather to have a investagation on the
site, the west zone of Jiangnan Shipyard company
,what is more,they were leaded to several famous
case on historic architectral preservation.

The Mid-Gathering was in Southeast
University,Nanjing. It was the forst time when all
of the designs were putting togather to have a
whole presentation and comment.

The Finall presentation was in Zhejiang
University,Hangzhou. It was really a wonderfull
gathering, Teachers and Students make progress
by this kind of design course which was highly
appraised.




