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CONTEXT

he Harry Potter books were fabulously successful

upon their publication. Most readers like an unlikely

hero, and Harry, with his broken glasses, skinny

frame, and late learning about the wizard world, is
such a hero. He succeeds as a result of his enthusiasm, courage,
and good friends. These are all positive traits that any reader can
understand and desire. Because Harry’s relatives undervalue his
complex and companionable personality, we are satisfied when
he triumphs over people and creatures more powerful than he.
Harry is a quirky, unlikely hero.

JK. Rowling’s series of adventures touches the common
children’s fantasy that another world coexists with our own.
The Harry Potter books describe us as Muggles, non-magical
people who live our entire lives oblivious to the existence of
wizards. The novels allow us to envision a magical world that
we are otherwise unable to see. The attitude of wizards toward
Muggles is usually tolerant and humoring. The book blurs the
boundary between real life and fantasy. Even if there were wiz-
ards in our world, we, as Muggles, wouldn’t know about them.

Rowling’s world offers something to everyone. The novel
contains all the elements of adventure stories, including mon-
sters, magic, sports, and miracles. But it also resembles a detec-
tive story. The masterminds in the books are all clever, and they
are never who they seem. Furthermore, the books familiarize
Hogwarts, the magic school that Harry attends. Children can un-
derstand and sympathize with the environment of Hogwarts.
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* HARRY POTTER AND THE PRISONER OF AZKABAN

Gradually, all of the extraordinary aspects of the school become
unsurprising, and Hogwarts resembles any child’s school where
all things are connected and everything is contained. Harry is an
ordinary boy who experiences the complexity of growing up,
and yet we are able to see this process against an enchanting
and vivid new background.

Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban introduces
Hogsmeade, a purely magical village, as well as Azkaban, a
magical prison. It shows again that Voldemort cannot be over-
simplified; even if he is not present, his servants are craftily
plotting ways to bring him back to power, leaving the end
slightly unresolved, paving way for the fourth book. Harry ma-
tures from the second book to the third, deepening his loyalties,
learning to combat his weaknesses, and also having his first ro-
mantic feelings. The first book, after situating Harry at Hog-
warts, takes a stand against the immoral pursuits of immortality.
The second book speaks out against racism and the supposed
worth of bloodlines. The third book fights the injustices of a le-
gal system gone wrong. *
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PLOT OVERVIEW

arry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban opens on
the night before Harry’s thirteenth birthday,
when he receives gifts by Owl Post from his
friends at school. The next morning at breakfast,
Harry sees on television that a man named Black is on the loose
from prison. At this time, Aunt Marge comes to stay with the
Dursleys, and she insults Harry's parents numerous times. Harry
accidentally causes her to inflate. Harry leaves the Dursley’s
house and is picked up by the Knight Bus, but only after an
alarming sighting of a large, black dog. The Knight Bus drops
Harry off at Diagon Alley, where he is greeted by Cornelius
Fudge, the Minister of Magic. He rents a room and awaits the
start of school. In Diagon Alley, Harry finishes his schoolwork,
admires a Firebolt broomstick in the window of a shop, and af-
ter some time, finds his friends Ron and Hermione. At a pet
shop, Hermione buys a cat named Crookshanks, who chases
Scabbers, Ron’s aging pet rat. Ron is most displeased. The night
before they all head off to Hogwarts, Harry overhears Ron’s
parents discussing the fact that Sirius Black is after Harry.

The students board the Hogwarts Express train and are
stopped once by an entity called a Dementor. Harry faints and is
revived by Professor Lupin, the new defense against the dark
arts teacher. Soon afterward, the students arrive at Hogwarts and
classes begin. In divination class, Professor Trelawney foresees
Harry’s death by reading tealeaves and finding the representa-
tion of a Grim, a large black dog symbolizing death. In the care



K-

A A 13 FEABMATARKITEFREY
FAAATB i 0k Bt F R &AL, (B A - R
EMEFHRODA)H U FHBEFTHE, £ =
X v AR A A F L AL ey — WK B — A
o AR E e AR AR B, 5 b Bl B, B 4B bk 4 5k 3
TREILR , & — KRG HE LA G L F, oH R
iR AA R, BT REAR,SHEFRT
—RBAHKEN, MEBELET B L%
AE SAES AL T LN, @B T REIFRK
BEF-BE BHAT —AFE , FHEEFF &
stAA LR THL,AHEGBRBTATKRT —F
XKEHF CRXPF, #FENLEXSEDT T AL
FTHRfHHE, B EEWREEZTT —AALEF L
WL, CERRERTESEYEDAn, FE
st iR R R, EAEANT AR K AT 4R B AR K AT
— Rt L oM AEFHBNFELFYEE  F
SRR B AR K OE £ IE M

FlFMALTEREAXFRES &F, 5458
H— A BABRYNAEABT—HEET TR, oHE T
%, MRABZERZGHRAOZIF S FHBEKET
RERX B FMNBATEHRREL, FLELRT &b
BE FEFREIETAT T  EBiERF
AR TR, —FEEH KB, RIFFTH
MAEMRLE BBEABRFNANARBT —FFAERAE X B

7




=
i
>
o
w
>
o
S
it
o

W HARRY POTTER AND THE PRISONER OF AZKABAN

of magical creatures class, Hagrid introduces the students to
Hippogriffs, large, deeply dignified crosses between horses and
eagles. Malfoy insults one of these beasts, Buckbeak, and is
attacked. Malfoy drags out the injury in an attempt to have Ha-
grid fired and Buckbeak put to sleep. In Defense Against the
Dark Arts, Professor Lupin leads the class in a defeat of a
Boggart, which changes shape to appear as the viewer’s greatest
fear. For Lupin, it turns into an orb, for Ron, a spider. Harry
doesn’t have a chance to fight it.

During a Hogwarts visit to Hogsmeade, a wizard village
which Harry is unable to visit because he has no permission
slip, Harry has tea with Professor Lupin. Harry discovers that
the reason he wasn’t allowed to fight the Boggart was that
Lupin had worried that it would take the shape of Voldemort.
This concern catches Harry by surprise, because Harry had been
thinking even more fearfully about the awful Dementors. Snape
brings Lupin a steaming potion, which Lupin drinks, much to
Harry* alarm. Later that night, Sirius Black breaks into Hogwarts
and destroys the Fat Lady portrait that guards Gryffindor Tower.
The students spend the night sleeping in the Great Hall while
the teachers search the castle. Soon afterwards, Quidditch
moves into full swing, and Gryffindor House plays against
Hufflepuff. During the game, Harry spies the large black dog,
and seconds later he sees a hoard of Dementors. He loses
consciousness and falls off his broomstick. Harry wakes to find
that his trusty broomstick had flown into the Whomping Willow
and been smashed in his fall, and the game itself had lost. Later,
Harry learns from Lupin that the Dementors affect Harry so
much because Harry’s past is so horrible.

During the next Hogsmeade visit, from which Harry is
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* HARRY POTTER AND THE PRISONER OF AZKABAN

forbidden, Fred and George Weasley give Harry the Maraud-
er’s map, written by the mysterious quartet of Moony, Prongs,
Wormtail and Padfoot. This map leads him through a secret
passageway into Hogsmeade, where he rejoins Ron and
Hermione. Inside the Hogsmeade tavern, Harry overhears
Cornelius Fudge discussing Sirius Black’s responsibility for
Harry’s parents’ deaths, as well as for the death of another
Hogwarts student, Peter Pettigrew, who was blown to bits,
leaving only a finger. Back at Hogwarts, Harry learns that Ha-
grid received a notice saying that Buckbeak, the hippogriff
who attacked Malfoy, is going to be put on trial, and Hagrid is
inconsolable. The winter holidays roll around. For Christmas,
Harry receives a Firebolt, the most impressive racing broom-
stick in the world. Much to his and Ron’s dismay, Hermione
reports the broomstick to Professor McGonagall, who takes it
away out of fear that it may have been sent (and cursed) by
Sirius Black.

After the holidays, Harry begins working with Professor
Lupin to fight Dementors with the Patronus charm; he is mod-
erately successful, but still not entirely confident in his ability
to ward them off. Soon before the game against Ravenclaw,
Harry 's broomstick is returned to him, and as Ron takes it up
to the dormitory, he discovers evidence that Scabbers has been
eaten by Crookshanks. Ron is furious at Hermione. Soon
afterwards, Gryffindor plays Ravenclaw in Quidditch. Harry,
on his Firebolt, triumphs, winning the game. Once all the students
have gone to bed, Sirius Black breaks into Harry’s dormitory
and slashes the curtain around Ron’s bed. Several days later,
Hagrid invites Harry and Ron over for tea and scolds them for
shunning Hermione on account of Scabbers and the Firebolit.

10
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* HARRY POTTER AND THE PRISONER OF AZKABAN

They feel slightly guilty, but not terrible. Soon Harry, under
his invisibility cloak, meets Ron during a Hogsmeade trip;
when he returns, Snape catches him and confiscates his Ma-
rauder’s Map. Lupin saves Harry from Snape’s rage, but af-
terwards he reprimands him severely for risking his safety for
“a bag of magic tricks.”As Harry leaves Lupin’s office, he
runs into Hermione, who informs him that Buckbeak’s execu-
tion date has been set. Ron, Hermione, and Harry are recon-
ciled in their efforts to help Hagrid. Around this time,
Hermione is exceptionally stressed by all of her work, and in a
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day she slaps Malfoy for picking on Hagrid and she quits Div-

ination, concluding that Professor Trelawney is a great fraud.
Days later, Gryffindor beats Slytherin in a dirty game of
Quidditch, winning the Cup.

Exams roll around, and during Harry’s pointless Divina-
tion exam, Professor Trelawney predicts the return of Volde-
mort’s servant before midnight. Ron, Hermione, and Harry
shield themselves in Harry’sinvisibility cloak and head off to
comfort Hagrid before the execution. While at his cabin,
Hermione discovers Scabbers in Hagrid’s milk jug. They leave,
and Buckbeak is executed. As Ron, Harry, Harry and Hermione
are leaving Hagrid’s house and reeling from the sound of the
axe, the large black dog approaches them, pounces on Ron, and
drags him under the Whomping Willow. Harry and Hermione
and Crookshanks dash down after them; oddly, Crookshanks
knows the secret knob to press to still the flailing tree. They
move through an underground tunnel and arrive at the Shrieking
Shack. They find that the black dog has turned into Sirius Black
and is in a room with Ron. Harry, Ron, and Hermione manage
to disarm Black, and before Harry can kill Black, avenging his
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