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1. Introduction to the Author

rnest Boyer (1925-1995) had a remarkable career that spanned four decades as
one of the most articulate and W in the history of American
education. As Presidenmamegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching,
United States Commissioner of Education and as Chancellor of SUNY, Dr. Boyer’s profound
influence shaped and reformed national and international understanding of education.
The following activities and titles are among his many significant achievements.
1979-1995 President, the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching
1985-1990 Senior Fellow, Woodrow Wilson School, Princeton University
1977-1979 United States Commissioner of Education
1970-1977 Chancellor, State University of New York, Woodrow Wilson School,
Princeton University
1962-1965 Director, Center for Coordinated Education, University of California,
Santa Barbara

1960-1962 Director, Commission to Improve the Education of Teachers, Western
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College Association
1956-1960 Professor and Academic Dean, Upland College

Appointed to various national commissions under the administrations of Presidents
Nixon, Ford, Carter, Regan and Bush.

Awards and recognitions include:

Charles Frankel Prize in the Humanities, 1994 (Presidential Award)
James B. Conant Education Award, 1994

President’s Medal, Tel Aviv University

Distinguished Service Medal, Teachers College, Columbia University
Horatio Alger Award

Educator of the Year, 1990, U.S. News & World Report

Medalist, New York Academy of Public Education

Friend of Education Award, National Education Association
Education Leadership Award, 1995, Council for Advancement of Private Education
Recipient of nearly 140 honorary doctorates

Contributed to international thinking about education through a regular column in
the London Times and through initiatives with the People’s Republic of China, the former
Soviet Union and other countries.

2. Introduction to the Text

hat is the purpose of undergraduate education? Is it to prepare students for a
W career, or something more? In this essay, Ernest Boyer argues that it is not enough
to merely teach undergraduates the specialized skills needed to do a pazticﬂr job; rather,
students need “a larger vision.” He dFgues that they need to become familiar with issues
far beyond the simple concerns of a narrow academic field, and gain aﬁﬁé&éﬁon of the
values and philosophy of their own culture as well as the issues shapiMr from
the university campus. In addition to learning specialized facts and skills, students should

sophistication required to make wise decisions for themselves and their society. /
Accordingr to Boyer, the United States is keenly in need of citizens who aré familiar
with the major problems the society faces m;é the knowledge and skills needed to
participate in the search for solutions. Moreover, the “larger vision” advocated by Boyer
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includeﬂ fostering @students the willingness to get involved by joining civic organizations
and taking part in the making of government policies. Undergraduate education should
strive to produce such citizens, because such participation by informed citizens is, according
to Boyer, critical if ““government by the people” is to endure.

Q

Language Pbints |

1. They are struggling to establish themselves, but the young people also admitted to
confusion: Where should they put their faith in this uncertain age? (lines 4-6, para.
1): Although they are trying their best to get settled in a position, the young people
confessed that they were confused about where to put their belief in an age when many
-— .
things were uncertain.

EQ‘ Yyt L
) fes‘t‘a\b\hsl% sb/ pneself: plate sb / oneself in a position, office, etc, usually on
ga}isﬁ A ”

0. He has established himself as the leading candidate in the election.

admit to: confess; recognize or acknowledge sth as true, often reluctantly
e.g. He admitted to the murder.
The Vice President adinitted to taking bribes.

admit of: make it possible for sth to happen or to be true
e.g. The price quoted will not admit of any allowance.

His conduct admits of no complaint.

admit (that) v.: confess
€.g. She admits that she occasionally bets on horses.
The Prime Minister admitted that mistakes had been made.

2. Undergraduates are searching for identity and meaning and, like the rest of us,
they are torn by idealism of service on the one hand, and on the other, the temptation
to retreat into a world that never rises above self-interests. (lines 6-9, para. 1}):
Undergraduates are trying to make clear what kind of individuals they themselves actually
are and what values they are going to realize and, like the rest of us, they, ideally, would
like jobs which serve other people on the one hand, but on the other, they are also attracted
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by careers which will serve their own interests.

be tern by sth: be tortured by sth or puzzled by sth; be divided by sth
e.g. There are still quite a few nations torn by civil war or riots.
| was torn by conflicting impulses.

In the end, the quality of the undergraduate experience is to be measured by the
willingness of graduates to be socially and civically engaged. (lines 1-3, para. 2): The
final quality of the undergraduate education should be measured by whether the graduates
are willing to work for the society and the city or town where they live.

be engaged: be busy or occupied, be involved; be under engagement; be pledged to be
married
e.g. I'm engaged for lunch, but | have plenty of time.
My friend has just got engaged, and she has a diamond ring to prove it.

Man cannot behold except he be committed. (/in¢s 3-4, para. 2). Man cannot realize
his own potential unless he devotes himself to the society, or man cannot see / understand
reality unless he is totally dedicated.

except conj.: (old or lit.) unless
e.g. Except a man be born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God.

The idealism of the undergraduate experience must reflect itself in loyalties that
transcend self. (lines 5-6, para. 2): The perfect or ideal collegiate education (As
undergraduates, students often have views which are idealistic, and perhaps not very
practical.) must reflect loyalties that rise above self-interests.

Is it too much to expect that, even in this hard-edged, competitive age, a college
graduate will live with integrity, civility — even compassion? (lines 6-8, para. 2): Is
it excessive to expect that, even in this period of time during which there is tough

competition, a college graduate will live with honesty, politeness — even sympathy?

too much: excessive; overwhelming; unreasonable
e.g. | could not finish that philosophy book, it was too much for me.
Is it too much to expect that all the participants will pass the test?
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7.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Is it appropriate to hope that the lessons learned in a liberal education will reveal
themselves in the humaneness of Vthe graduate’s relationship with others? (lines 8-
11, para. 2): Is it right to hope that the lessons learned from studying the liberal arts (the
subjects such as history, language, literature, etc.) will help the graduates develop / share
good personal relationships with others?

Clearly, the college graduate has civic obligations to fulfill. (/ire /, para. 3): (Why is
it appropriate to hope ...7) (Because) it is clear that a college graduate has a debt to pay
to the society.

There is,yx:gent need in American teaching to help close the dangerous and growing
gap between >public\ policy and public understanding. (lines 1-3, para. 3): Immediate
action should be taken in American teaching to help narrow the dangerous and increasing
gap between public policy and public understanding (because the public cannot understand
the meaning of public policy.)

_There is (an) urgent need ...
ég There is (an) urgent need in China’s education to update its textbooks.
There is (an) urgent need to build up students’ capacity rather than book learning.

The information required to think constructively about the agenda of government
seems increasingly beyond our grasp. (lines 3-5, para. 3): The information which is
needed in order to think with effectiveness about the agenda of government seems less
and less understandable to us people.

It is no longer possible, many argue, to resolve complex public issues through citizen
participation. (lines 5-7, para. 3): Many people argue that it is impossible to solve
complicated public problems through the participation of the general public.

drainage problems (/ines 4-5, para. 5): problems concerning water regulations / rights
(who has the legal use of water?)

For those who care about government “by the people,” the decline in public
understanding cannot go unchallenged. (lines 1-2, para. 6). For those who care about
government run by the people, the lack of public understanding of public policy cannot
be accepted and must be checked.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

In a world where human survival is at stake, ignorance is not an acceptable
alternative. (lines 2-3, para. 6): In a world where human survival is threatened, we
cannot take refuge in ignorance.

at stake: in a situation where sth valuable might be lost
e.g. They played much better in the next game because they felt that the honor of the
school was at stake,

We cannot simply give in to their demands; matters of principle are at stake.

tolerable a. (line 5, para. 6): acceptable; passable; endurable

Note: tolerant a.: having or showing tolerance
e.g. A lot of the summer jobs available here are only tolerable if you're young and don't
mind working hard.

I'm a tolerant man but your behaviour is more than | can bear:

What we need today are groups of well-informed, caring individuals who band
together in the spirit of community to learn from one another, to participate, as
citizens, in the democratic process. (lines -3, para. 7). What we need today are groups
of individuals who are well-educated, care for the society, unite with a friendly feeling
of learning from each other and, as citizens, take an active part in the democratic process
of our government.

But we are convinced that the undergraduate college, perhaps more than any other
institution, is obliged to provide the enlightened leadership our nation urgently
requires if government by the people is to endure. (lines 6-9, para. 8): We believe
that, if government by the people is to continue to exist, the undergraduate college has a
greater responsibility than any other institution to provide the wise leadership which is

urgently needed by our nation.

endure vi.: continue vt.: experience (with difficulties and trials)
€.g. The political system established in 1400 endured until about 1650,

The country is enduring the worst recession since the 1930s.

Today’s students must be informed about people and cultures other than their own.
(lines 2-3, para. 9): Today’s students must be educated about/introduced to people and
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19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

cultures different from their own (people and cultures of other countries).

other than: different from; except
e.g. Holidays other than those in this brochure do not have free places for children.
The form cannot be signed by anyone other than yourself.

The world may not yet be a village, but surely our sense of neighborhood must
expand. (lines ]-2, para. 10): The world may not yet be shrunk in size to a so-called
“global village”, but it is certainly not enough for us only to care about the nearby countries
(we should have a global perspective).

Dwarfing all other concerns, ... (lines 6-7, para. 10): Being the biggest concem, ... /
Making all other concerns less important, ...

But during our study we found on campus a disturbing lack of knowledge and even
at times a climate of indifference about our world. (lines /-2, para. 11). But during our
research we discovered on campus a lack of knowledge about our world which is worrying,
and sometimes an uncaring attitude about our world which worries us even more.

“The trouble with many colleges is that they indulge the nesting instinct by building
protected little communities inside their great walls.” (lines 2-4, para. 13 ). The problem
with many colleges is that they give in to the motherly impulse to provide a protected
environment by helping students form communities safely inside the school.

indulge vt.: give way to and satisfy (desires, etc.); overlook the faults of
e.g. His mother indulged him with material possessions.
The soccer fans indulged their patriotism, waving flags and singing songs.

indulge vi.: [+ in] allow (yourself or someone else) to have a lot of sth. enjoyable
e.g. This was a deliberate decision by the company to indulge in a little nostalgia (¥|8).
Occasionally she indulges in a bottle of wine or a box of chocolates.

But technical skill, of whatever kind, leaves open essential questions: Education for
what purpose? Competence to what end? (lines 1-2, para. 16): But rote learning /
book learning, of whatever kind, doesn’t answer the following important questions:
Education for what purpose? Competence to what end? Here leave sth open means leave
sth unanswered.



