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Abstract

The theme of this dissertation is the relationship between the
change of population and the economic development of the Ming Dy-
nasty. The research attempts to show how population, its composition
and geographical distribution affected economic development and what
economic consequences resulted from the various changes in popula-
tion. The theoretical background of the research is that, social repro-
duction bases itself on the reproduction of both population and material
goods. The research is, therefore, on the economic history of the
Ming Dynasty from the angle of historical changes of the population.

The dissertation is divided into five parts:

Chapter 1 describes the historical changes of the number of popu-
lation in the Ming Dynasty. The question to be answered here is how
to determine the population of different periods of the dynasty. The
objects, scale and method of population statistics are looked at first,
which is followed by an analysis and evaluation of the population sta-
tistics found in the Ming official documents. The above research and
analysis lead to an estimation of the number, growth rate, peak value
of different periods, so as to display the changing process of the Ming
Dynasty population.

Chapter 2 discusses the unstable composition of the Ming popula-

tion, with focus on the sex proportion, professional and social struc-
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tures, which showed characteristics of unstability. Such unstable com-
position restrained the devélopment of population and production of the
Ming Dynasty. The unbalanced sex proportion was' the cause as well
as the result of deteriorated production and' life conditions, which
formed a vicious circle that: unbalanced sex proportion — early mar-
riage or remaining unmarried — poor health — low productivity —
low income —deterioration of production and life conditions — further
unbalanced. sex proportion. The unstablé professional structure showed
in fixed household registration of military, civilian and craftsman ,
which protected the basic agricultural structure of men plowing the
fields and ‘women waving, but prevented free job choice, and there-
fore, poorly adjusted to the changes and development of the society.
The unbalanced social class of the Ming population showed in a quick-
ly growing upper class of nonproductive population who only consumed
the state wealth; a shrinking middle class of landowners and business-
men, which caused ‘the society in want of capital for production and
business operation to push forward the social economic development
an excessive large bottom mass of poor people. Such an unbalanced
population composition failed to propel the social production and busi-
ness forward.

Chapter 3 analyzes the unbalanced geographical distribution of
the Ming population. The geographical distribution of population in
the early, middle and late Ming Dynasty showed an unbalanced state.
This state reflected unbalanced geographical distribution of production
and economy. The move of capital to Beiping, caused a dislocation of
the political and economic centers, which resulted in contradiction of

supply and demand of the north and the south. The political center in
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the north relied on the economic center in the south for its supply,
which brought about continuous financial crisis and heavy taxes of the
" south. Long - term unbalanced geographical distribution of the popu-
lation had serious negative impact on the economy of the Ming Dynas-
ty. |

Chapter 4 researches the limitation of population and natural re-
sources. The relationship of population and resources ( mainly land)
and the capacity of towns, transportation and business in gathering
and scattering the population and resources over the space are dis-
cussed. First of all, an .analysis of the change of per household and
per capital area of farmland of different regions is offered here. A
comparison of south and north and costal and inland provinces brings
to light the relationship of population, land and productivity. Both
small but densely populated areas and vast but thinly populated areas
would prevent fully use of resources. In.a small but densely populated
area, the, consuming capacity and market potentials were relatively
centralized, and household handicraft was allowed to develop as a
supplementary means to sooth the pressure of heavy agricultural taxes,
but the production scale was limited; In a vast but thinly populated ar-
ea, the development of household handicraft was limited by the pro-
duction level of the area. Next, the relationship of the density of town
distribution and the degree of mobility of population and material
goods was analyzed. The southern areas; with relatively denser town
distribution and faster flow of goods among the towns, formed econom-
ic circles of mutual supply and exchanges; while in the larger areas,
there were scattered towns with fewer exchanges. Finally, an analysis

was done on the transportation capacity in carrying goods over the
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space. The Ming Dynasty relied mainly on the canals for transporta-
tion, with the supplement of oversea and overland transportation. That
was to meet the official rather than commercial need. The vehicles
(such as boats) and capacity gradually ran down, making the flow of
goods more and more difficult. The canal running from south to north
was like a straw through which the political center sucked all the blood
of the economic center. The Ming Dynasty economy was left shrinking
and dispirited.

Chapter 5 focuses on the immobility of the population and close-
ness of the economic structure of the Ming Dynasty. In most areas,
many autarkic units, whose people and goods seldom exchanged with
those of other places, were formed due to inconvenient transportation
and little surplus goods. Inside those units, the tardiness in all activi-
ties showed low efficiency, which resulted in decreasing of marginal
material goods. Down in the south, some continuous productive units
were formed, and the taxes and corvee forced the country household
handicraft to produce for the market. However, the capital separated
from the agricultural production was too limited to produce on a large
scale or to accumulate enough funds. Caught in a two — way squeeze
of the heavy state taxes and tight control of business capital, the coun-
try household handicraft continued to contract; the town handicraft
was also running down for the same reasons. There was a want of
workers, but it was difficult to recruit hands from the country. Such
being the case, the natural economic structure remained unbroken.
The government effected a policy that taxed heavier and heavier on the
people, which undermined the foundation of production and economy,

making it more and more difficult for the farmers, handicraftsmen and
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businessmen to conduct their production or operation; the only choice
the government made was to increase taxes and corvee, which, in
turn, worsened the condition for production, economy and people’ s
life. As a result, the taxes also suffered, making a vicious circle, as

shown in the following graph:

F poor economic foundation — 3 poor tax— sources —» low level revenue J

cotracted productionq— worsening living condition 4—heavier tax and corvee

The above analyses lead to a conclusion that; the population de-
velopment of the Ming Dynasty affected its economic development; the
unbalanced population composition as well as the natural disasters
held back the increase of population; the towns, transportation and
business were weak in collecting and distributing goods and materials;
the production units had poor blood - forming function for want of ex-
change with the outside; the defective, government system and policies
steadily deteriorated the economy; the natural economic. structure with
poor foundation was fragile and could not resist external attacks, such

as war and natural calamities.
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