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Passage 1

Remember your home phone number? Forget it!

Can’t remember life before mobiles? Chances are you'll also struggle to recall
your home phone number and family birthdays.

According to a survey released on Friday, the boom in mobiles and portable de-
vices that store reams of personal information has created a generation incapable of
memorizing simple things,

A quarter of those polled said they couldn’t remember their landline number,
while two-thirds couldn’t recall the birthdays of more than three friends or family
members,

The tech-savvy young fared worse than older people. The under-30s could re-
member fewer birthdays and numbers than the over-50s, according to the survey.

Two-thirds said they relied on their phone or electronic organizer to remember
key dates.

“People have more to remember these days and they are relying on technology
more for their memory,” said Ian Robertson, professor of psychology at Trinity Col-
lege, Dublin,

Researchers polled 3,000 people over the last two weeks in the survey for Puzzler
Brain Trainer magazine,

(162 words)
Words and Expressiom:
release [m'lis] v, M RM,AW
boom [buim] n. (T T8 25 ) 2SR W& , R
portable ['potobl] adj. AIME M ;B FHFW  TRAMN . BEHN
reams [ritmz] n. (pl JUTBI KB WL FR ]
incapable [mm'keipabl] adj. TTRERY ., A HH
rely [ri'lar] vi. fy K58, BLAF
fare [fea] v, () HEATHE UF. 30 . 4B OF . 35O .4 B A

Notes:

1. The tech-savvy young “¥ BB E"HES A

2. electronic organizer B, FidFH &

3. Puzzler Brain Trainer magazine {48 J7ill 4 )24 &

Reading Comprehension;

1. Why can’t people remember some simple things?
A. Because people are getting older now.
B. Because people’s memories are getting worse.

C. Because of the boom in mobiles and portable devices that store reams of person-
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al information.

D. Because they're not important.

4

2. According to the survey, couldn’t remember their landline numbers,
‘A. a quarter B. two-thirds C. three quarters D. one third
3. What do most people rely on to remember key dates?
A. Memories. B. Their phones or electronic organizers.
C. Computers. D. Notebooks.
4, People have more to remember these days. People these days.
A. have many things to remember B. have many ways to remember
C. only use technology to remember  D. only young people rely on technology
5, This is .
A. a letter B. an advertisement
C. a piece of news D. a diary

Passage 2

Man may usually be known by the books he reads as well as by the company he
keeps; for there is a companionship of books as well as of men; and one should al-
ways live in the best company, whether it be of books or of men.

A good book may be among the best of friends. It is the same today that it al-
ways was, and it will never change. It is the most patient and cheerful of compan-
ions. It does not turn its back upon us in times of adversity or distress. It always re-
ceives us with the same kindness; amusing and instructing us in youth, and comfort-
ing and consoling us in age.

Men often discover their affinity to each other by the love they have each for a

book—just as two persons sometimes discover a friend by the admiration which both
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have for a third, There is an old proverb, “Love me, love my dog. ” But there is more

wisdom in this;“Love me, love my book, ” The book is a truer and higher bond of u-
nion. Men can think, feel, and sympathize with each other through their favorite au-
thor. They live in him together, and he in them.

“Books,” said Hazlitt, “wind into the heart; the poet’s verse slides in the cur-
rent of our blood, ” We read them when young, we remember them when old. We feel
that it has happened to ourselves, They are to be very cheap and good. - We breathe
but the air of books.

(250 words)
Words and Expressions;
adversity [ad'vasii] n 8, S M, A F
distress [di'stres] n, TR . 1R ; 150 s A B
console [ken'saul] ». %R, B0
companion [ kam'psenjon] n. [RIfE,[EZE
sympathize [ 'simpofaiz] vi. [7] 1§ ; #1145 ; [Ek
affinity [a'finuti] n. HHIXRER B35
admiration [ieedma'rerfon] n. XI5 _
current ['karant] n. UK. KB Wi, 8% adj. RBEH BIEH

Notes:
1. Love me, love my dog. RN
2. Books wind into the heart; the poet’s verse slides in the current of our blood. 436

BRI A B0 R, 3 BE T P A ) SR A R R .

Reading Comprehension ;
1. Man usually be known by
A. The shop he keeps B. the books he reads
C. the things he buys - D. the articles he writes
2. may be among the best {riends.
A. A good friend B. A good story C. A good book D. A good family
3. Man are often friends by . Which is not right?
A. the love they have each for a book B. they both have a third friend
C. the same knowledge they both have D. “Love me, love my dog.”
4. The book can make people

A, think B. feel C. sympathize D. all of the above
5. What's 'the best title for this passage? '

A. Reading too much is good B. Our best friend—Books

C. We can't forget the book D. To make friends with books
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Passage 3

A man came home from work late, tired and irritated, to find his 5-year old son
waiting for him at the door.

Sen: “Daddy, may I ask you a question?”

Dad: “Yeah sure, what is it?” replied the man.

Son: “Daddy, how much do you make an hour?”

Dad: “That’s none of your business. Why do you ask such a thing?” the man
said angrily,

Son: “I just want to know. Please tell me, how much do you make an hour?”

Dad: “If you must know, I make $ 20 an hour. ”

“Oh”, the little boy replied, with his head down. Looking up, he said, “Daddy,
may I please borrow $ 1077

The father was furious, “If the only reason you asked that is so you can borrow
some money to buy a silly toy or some other nonsense, then you march yourself
straight to your room and go to bed. Think about why you are being so selfish, I
work hard every day for such childish behaviour, ”

The little boy quietly went to his room and shut the door. The man sat down and
started to get even angrier about the little boy’s guestions. How dare he ask such
questions only to get some money?

After about an hour or so, the man had calmed down, and started to think:
Maybe there was something he really needed to buy with that $10 and he really
didn't ask for money very often.

The man went to the door of the little boy's room and opened the door. “Are you

asleep, son?” He asked. “No daddy, I'm awake,” replied the hoy.
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“I've been thinking, Maybe I was too hard on you earlier,”

’ said the man. “It's

been a long day and I tock out my aggravation on you, Here’s the $ 10 you asked

fo

r.” The little boy sat straight up, smiling. “Oh, thank you, daddy!” He yelled.

Then, reaching under his pillow he pulled out some crumpled up bills,

The man, seeing that the boy already had money, started to get angry again.

The little boy slowly counted out his money, and then looked up at his father. “Why

do you want more money! If you already have some? "the father grumbled. “Because
I didn’t have encugh, but now I do,” the little boy replied. “Daddy, I have $ 20
now. Can I buy an hour of your time? Please come home early tomorrow. I would like

to have dinner with you,”

So what is the moral of the story? Don’t work too hard... and you know what the

full word of FAMILY is.

(432 words)

Words and Expressions;

irritated ['iritertid] adj. MR H . ETSH
furious [fjueries] adj. BB . ERM
aggravation [ jsegra'verfon] n. 3%, &K
crumpled ['krampld] adj. ZF3 T 8Y; BIHM

Notes:

1.
2.

That’s none of your business, IR ISR,
some other nonsense — 48 H {h ¥ AR T

Reading Comprehension ;

1.

When a man came home from work late, who was waiting for him at the door?
A. His wife. B. His dog. C. His son. D. Nobody.
The father was furious. He was

A. very angry B. very happy C. not happy D. sad

. Which is right?

A. The boy asked his father how much did he make an hour.
B. The boy asked his father how much he made an hour,

C. The boy asked his father how much did he make a day.
D. The boy asked his father how much he made a day.

The boy borrowed 10 dollars from his father in order to buy
A. a book B. a toy

C. an hour of his father’s D. something useful
What’s the main idea of this story?

A. Father must love his son.

B. Parents should spend more time with their children.

C. Money is more important than the son.

D. Don’'t work hard, It's tiring,

B g2rne KK

o



 BEIEY:
A TS, %Q&ﬁ%iﬁ%ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁ @ﬁﬂsﬁk%JL?ﬂ:EDn%f&
CEE T LA A e g
“UN A4 B

“EE M~ RE "

“RARBHE, EAFNRE - EELEE R,

R FURMUGE ., WS UFRIE RS D B B B

“BCAR 0 R VR AR R /N 20 ST, i

W BBAE T Tk B R AOR B B, R LA 10 65T H g7

RIS SRR 11 A PR T {8 B K 6 W 0 B L 3 3 T 00 R B B
PR L. MRS ARR AR, REKLALAFN, R 55 RO
HoREh,”

L ABEBBBERACNBEMN, X LT, EPALTFRE, Emwa¢ﬁaa@r&:méﬁf'
BT 5 AT R 00 T B T 4 60 2

REGT AN A FIT R T I U000 VA L0006 B3 10 6 E KA 4 R PTRE. fh
HARGHERN. ;

FREMAEAABBNIIOATFTI, “%ET"&Q&??"MM. WA EE. BB
B BBEE.

R TR AR A A DT T 5 R B K X, RIS BRARS LT,
RRAE 10 RT"DABLETHF ET M MBEEVBEAETRER, E5.0
FEM T 4 B B

RABBELART LEXBAEERK. DABHBBMBER AR HATEELE. “B
AGCEHRT W AEEEFHRLEMGHRER, “FHHRNERS R RS T,
ANBHEE,BE RIUEH 20 KT angwﬁd\wmmﬂw LULES e 2 am
Al —EERR.”

AR B 47 B e . ﬁ#ﬁ:m«&mﬁxﬁﬁfﬁﬂm
SWEX. - :
Answers:1. C 2, A 3. B 4. C 5. B

Passage 4

If you were to dive into the ocean, you would see the colours act strangely as you
move deeper into the water.

At first before you have gone very far down, the colours will seem normal. But
as you dive deeper, you begin to wonder where all the warm colours have gone. You
try to catch sight of reds or yellows or oranges,

Then as you go still farther, you'll see only blues and purples. Soon these, too,
begin to lose colours as you go down.

Now, far below the surface of the water, you’ll find yourself in a grey, colorless
place. The water above you is filtering the sunlight's entire rainbow of colours,

If you continue to go down, you'll soon be so far below the surface that no light

can reach you. The blackness will become so complete that your eyes will ache to see
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anything. Now, you are ready to return to the surface, with its changing colours.
(174 words)

Words and Expressions:

ocean [ 'sufon] n. ¥, K

normal [ 'noimal] adj. EH& . F K, EEHLHEH

filter ['filta] ». /it

surface ['sz:fis] n. FTH ; HLTH

entire (in'tae] adj. B ITH,.ZEE2M; 2B, ZTEM

Notes;
The water above you is fiitering the sunlight’s entire rainbow of colours. #;_ i #7k

NE R,

Reading Comprehension ;
1. As you dive deeper into the ocean, you can see the colours
A. are unchangeable B. disappear all at once
C. change little by little D. become lighter and lighter
2. What colour will you see as you go deeper and the warm colours disappear?
A. Grey. B. Red. C. Orange. D. Purple.
3. Why will your eyes ache when the blackness become complete?

A. Your eyes are locking for any signs of colours.

o

The water is too cold,
C. Something is seriously wrong with your eyes,
D. You have stayed too long in the water.
4, How do you feel when you’ve dived deep enough and everything becomes dark?
A. You want to dive deeper.
B. You want to go on diving to the bottom of the ocean,
C. You want to return to the surface of the water,
D. You feel relaxed in the quiet darkness.
5. On your way back, you'll see colours change

A. from red to black and orange B. {rom purple to orange and red

C. from purple to grey and yellow D. from yellow to orange and blue
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Passage 5

If we were asked exactly what we were doing a year ago, we should probably
have to say that we could not remember. But if we had kept a book and had written in it
an account of what we did each day, we should be able to give an answer to the question.

It is the same in history. Many things have been forgotten because we do not
have any written account of them. Sometimes men did keep a record of the most im-
portant happenings in their country, but often it was destroyed by fire or war. Some-
times there was never any written record at all because the people of that time did not
know how to write. For example, we know a good deal about the people who lived in
China 4000 years ago, because they could write and leave written records for those
who lived after them. But we know almost nothing about the people who lived even
200 years ago in central Africa, because they had not learned how to write,

Sometimes, of course, even if people cannot write, they may know some thing of
the past. For most people are proud to tell what their fathers did in the past. This we
may call “remembered history”. Some of it has now been written down, It is not so
exact or so valuable to us as written history is, because words are much more easily
changed when used again and again in speech than when copied in writing. But where
there are no written records, such spoken stories are often very helpful.

(268 words)
Words and Expressions:
convey [ kan'ver] v. Fik
ancestor [ 'ensista] n. 56, {1

infer [in'fa:] v. #EH

Notes ;
1. an account of fK{F =+
2. a good deal %

Reading Comprehension :
1. Which of the following ideas is not conveyed in the passage?
A. “Remembered history,”compared with written history, is less reliable,
B. Written records of the past plays a most important role in our learning of of the
human history. _
C. A written account of our daily activities helps us to be able to answer many
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questions.
D. Where there are no written records, there is no history.
9. We know very little about the central Africa 200 years ago because
A. there was nothing worth being written down at that time
B. the people there ignored the importance of keeping a record
C. the written records were perhaps destroyed by a fire
D. the people there had not known how to write
3. “Remembered history” referto .
A. history based on a person’s imagination
B. stories of important happenings passed down from mouth to mouth
C. songs and dances about the most important events
D. hoth Band C
4. “Remembered history” is regarded from the passage that we could have learned

much more about our past than we do now if our ancestors had

A. it written down B. no written account available
C. it proved to be true D. peoole interested in it
5. Tt can be inferred from the passage that we could have learned much more about

our past than we do now if our ancestors had

A. kept a record of every past event
B. not burnt their written records in wars
C. told exact stories of the most important happenings

D. made more songs and dances
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Passage 6

Once upon a time the colors of the world started to quarrel. All claimed that they
were the best. The most important. The most useful. The most favorite,

Green said:“Clearly I am the most important. I am the sign of life and of hope. 1
was chosen for grass,trees and leaves. Without me,all animals would die, ”

Blue interrupted:“You only think about the earth,but consider the sky and the
sea. It is the water that is the basis of life and drawn up by the clouds from the deep
sea. The sky gives space and peace and serenity, Without my peace, you would all be
nothing. ”

Yellow smiled:“You are all so serious. I bring laughter, joy, and warmth into
the world, The sun is yellow, The moon is yellow. The stars are yellow. Every time you
look at a sunflower, the whole world starts to smile. Without me there would be no fun. ”

Orange started to say:“I am the color of health and strength. I carry the most
important vitamins. Think of carrots, pumpkins, oranges,and mangoes. I don’t hang
around all the time but when I fill the sky at sunrise or sunset, my beauty is so strik-
ing that no one gives another thought to any of you.”

Red could stand it no longer. He shouted out:“I am the ruler of all of you. 1 am
bload —life’s blood! I am the color of danger and of bravery, I am willing to fight for
a cause. I bring fire into the blood. Without me, the earth would be as empty as the
moon. 1 am the color of passion and of love.”

Purple rose up to his full height. He was very tall and spoke with great pomp. “1
am the color of power. Kings,chiefs,and bishops have always chosen me for the sign
of authority and wisdom. People do not question me! They listen and obey. ”

Finally Indigo spoke, much more quietly than all the others, but with just as
much determination, “Think of me. I am the color of silence. You hardly notice me,but
without me you would all become superficial. I represent thought and deflection, twilight
and deep water. You need me for balance and contrast, for prayer and inner peace. ”

And so the colors went on quarreling more and more loudly. Suddenly there was
a startling flash of bright lightening thunder rolled and boomed. Rain started to pour
down. The colors crowded down in fear,drawing close to one another for comfort.

In the midst of the clamor, rain began to speak;“You foolish colors fighting a-
mong yourselves, each trying to dominate the rest. Don’t you know that you were
each made for a special purpose, unique and different? Join hands with one another
and come together. ” Doing as they were told, the colors united and joined hands.

The rain continued ;: *From now on,when it rains,each of you will stretch across
the sky in a great bow of color as a reminder that you can all live in peace. The Rain-
bow is a sign of hope for tomorrow.” And so, whenever a good rain washes the
world, and a Rainbow appears in the sky, let us remember to appreciate one another.

(595 words)
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