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PREFACE

BB

It is important for learners of English to be familiar with the various ways that
questions can be asked in English. Questions form an important element of
English, particularly spoken English. Without such a knowledge of questions,
and indeed without a corresponding knowledge of how to answer them,
learners of English will be unable to become truly fluent in conversational
English.

HTEEFIXETE RBAXERENEM T EREXEEN, MARABTEET Y —
NEEWHARBLS M THEBEOERNEER Wb, WRFHE MR, b5 fo il o6
B AXMER, X EFIERFTREERFMFTRELE,

This book describes the various ways that questions can be asked in English.
It gives copious examples of all the question methods so that learners can
see the language of questions in action. These examples of questions come
accompanied by appropriate answers. Language notes have been inserted
throughout the book to add to the student’s knowledge of questions.

ABNBTREERANSH TR, HAFARA T ARBTEEWHA T, UEETH
kA ELRFTNZH XEEANTHARFAELNEL, 2FAEMANTEE
%Uh\é@&ﬁf,uﬁ%iﬁE%Tﬁlﬂﬁ%*ﬁ%%ﬂ%o

The book is divided into four parts, one part for each question method. Each
part is subdivided intfo units. Thus, for example, the part dealing with words
beginning with wh- to ask questions is divided into individual units, each
dedling with a particular wh-word such as who, which, what, when, and so
on. The part dealing with the use of modal verbs in asking questions is
divided into individual units, each dealing with a particular modal verb such
as can, could, would, should, and so on.

KEQ AT, N B2 HBE—FHREAFTE, ENAFL2XL2HATEET, B, H##E U
wh- 5% [5] 33 & 8 5] A B9 3 0 X8 B BTG, 2 5 AR wh- 819 3E o,
who,which, what, when %, I HBEAFA D ARG B 200 TR ET, 25 H#E
AN H5 E W ¥ A 3117, 40 . can, could, would, should % %
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Each unit is provided with two reading passages, especially written for the
purpose. These show students how questions and answers are actually used
in English and how they relate to each other in a continuous piece of prose.

BAEAFRAFELIAZETLERARE N TR EMR, UaFLERTE 4R E
EAEABFHELFER UXENAE-NMEEXBEFRAEXER,

Each part is followed by a series of exercises based on the information given
in each part. This enables students to discover how successful their studying
of question methods has been. Answers are provided for the various
exercises.

RELEBILUWAE, F—HLFEHMAMXES, LFLETUNERRMNFEIRTAH
o IAGIHEAMMEE,
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INTRODUCTION
I}

Questions are sentences which seek information of some kind. They are

followed by a question mark (?). There are several ways of asking questions
in English.

MARATFIREMGCENET HEH-AFED), XEHHLARAY TR,

1

Questions using wh-words
A wh- 5 7] 37 48 J4]

A common type of question in English is known as a wh-question
because such a question begins with one of a series of words
beginning with wh-. These include who, whom, whose, which, what,
when, where, why and how, although how does not begin with wh-.

EEF-—MELNEGHRABE wh- F4, BAEXHOTGTE, S2AHESR
wh- JF skt — 437 3L 8 — AN, X 297 L 4, 45 . who, whom, whose, which, what,
when, where, why 7 how, & % how 3 F 2 X wh- F 487,

Wh-questions are seeking some kind of specific information and so
require an answer other than yes or no. Such questions are sometimes
known as open questions because they allow the person replying to the
question a wider choice of answer than other questions do.

wh- ZE AR TIRKEMRBFENEE, U —&TH yes B no RELXH AT,
EHEAARBERATRBEEG, B S LA AL, b EEETHEFNE
BEREEHNZ,

‘What happened?’ ‘The driver lost control of the car.’
‘Who won the competition?’ ‘Jack.’

‘Whose bike is that?’ ‘It’s mine.’

‘Which necklace do you prefer?’ ‘This one.’

The information given in reply to a wh- question is often a sentence in

INTRODUCTION 1



more formal contexts, but sometimes, especially in less formal contexts, it
can be a phrase, or even just one word:

wh-REANEEREREATRAEANER T F,EAH , ALXZERST
EXNERF LEHMUTUR-—NMEE LERE A £

e ‘Why did you sell your flat?’ ‘| needed more space.’
e ‘Whois that?’ ‘My girlfriend.’

Sometimes a question using a wh-word is a rhetorical question.
Rhetorical questions take the form of questions, but they are not really
used to seek information. In fact, they do not expect an answer at all. In
many cases they are simply expressing a strong opinion or feeling on the
part of the speaker, rather than expecting a response from the person
they are speaking to:

A, RF AP A TR wh- £ R, R ) R A SR E AL R A
ARTIRGREERL, EMRARTFELE ERFHALT, EMNRBAXRK
ARFHFEMBANEEIRE, WAL FRELE A B KB

e ‘Who does she think she is? She had no right to use my computer
without my permission.’
e ‘What on earth do you think you’ re doing? This is private land.’

2 Questions using auxiliary verbs
& Fl By 3 7 42 1]

Another method of asking questions in English involves the use of
auxiliary verbs. Auxiliary verbs, also known as helping verbs, such as am,
is, are, was, were, do, does, did, has, have, had, are often used in yes /
no questions, questions which seek the answer yes or no, or an
equivalent of one of these:

EEPF—ARENTEFEEAY A, Bar A, o “HF B 337", & am, is,
are, was, were, do, does, did, has, have, had, % % # T yes/no [5] 5] ¥ | iX # 5] 4]
FROEE N yes no, REEMTUXRZECNFHE-—BXWEE:
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e ‘Are you sure our neighbours have moved?’
‘Yes. | saw the removal van outside their house yesterday.’ Or
‘No, but | know that they were planning to.” Or
‘I don’t know.’

Questions using modal verbs
€ R I 25 5 38 3R 7]

Another method of asking questions involves the use of modal verbs.
Modal verbs such as can, could, shall, will, should, would, may, might,
must, are often used in yes / no questions, questions which seek the
answer yes or no, or an equivalent of one of these:
H—HREANTEFEERAKASE, FA5 7, & can, could, shall, will, should,
would, may, might, must, 2 % # fl T yes/no |5 4 # , i # 5] 4] F K 9 L £ ¥ yes
2 no, B E XM AR A CAN P HE—FXHEIE.:

e ‘Could you give me a liftf to work tomorrow?’

Questions using question tags
R R & B9 A 4R 17

Sometimes a question tag is added at the end of the statement, making
it more obvious that the statement is, in fact, a question. A question tag
is formed by using the same auxiliary verb or form of the verb ‘be’as is
used in the statement and this verb is followed by a personal pronoun,
which refers to the subject of the statement, such as can you?, might
we?, isn’t it?, couldn’t you?, efc.

REREAARPEME - NERAELER, EFREHEARNKRRHEZR LR -
Ba, REgEAPFERAG ARG A be W R EHRRAPHE, LXA 5
Ja | — AN AR, Lk A Z R A B £ 1E , &0 .can you?, might we?, isn’t it?,
couldn’t you?% % |

You use a question tag when you expect agreement from the person
you are speaking to. You usuadlly add a negative tag to a positive
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statement and a positive tag to a negative statement:

R AN — BB AR R RS KRR FIA, B AR kg
WETE SR BRI TS KR4 5 R B 4

e ‘You have your passport, haven’f you?’
‘Yes, here it is.’

e ‘The child hasn’t been sick again, has she?’
‘No, she’s only been sick once.’

4 How to ask Questions?



Part 1 Using wh-words to ask questions
& — 2043 56 wh- RiEiIIRE

Wh-questions usually begin with a word beginning with wh-,
such as who, whom, whose, which, what, when, where, why and
how, although how does not begin with wh-. You use these
question words to ask for facts.

wh- [5] 4] 8 & ¥ 97 38 % & B wh- FF 3k #917 iC , 47 . who, whom, whose, which,
what, when, where, why #2 how, & & how ¥ £ & X wh- JF 4 8 . 7 7 LA {#
RAE FiE EREL

The answer to a wh-question is often a sentence. Sometimes, espe-
cially in less formal contexts, it can be a phrase, or even just one
word. However, the answer to wh-questions is never just yes or no.

wh- (A EEREHRRE M F, AR, AEZERFERNER T L7
UE-—NEEFRFEERE—NEFE, £ ,wh- 54 HEETHE R yes K
# no,

A wh-question usually begins with one of the wh-words listed above
and ends with a question mark(?). The wh-word is often followed by
a verb and this verb sometimes takes the form of a modal verb
such as can, could, may, might, etc, or an auxiliary verb, such as is,
are, did, has, efc.

wh- F] 4@ % Zh EXk wh- B HF L, #U—NEF(2)4 EH, Z wh- &
B EEEHEER AN, XN A AR RE A, can, could, may,
might % | % & B 34 7 , 4 is, are, did, has % ,

When a wh-word is the subject of a question or part of the subject,
the wh-word comes first and this is followed by the verb or verb
group, the word order being the same as that of an ordinary state-
ment:

Using wh-words to ask questions 5§



% wh- 5 15 5 f 1941 0 .98 303% £ 98 8 — % 4 B, % whe & R A AT, 3 3
o 30 3 4145 6, B BB 5 IE O B TR A — K

e ‘What happened?’
‘The driver lost conftrol of the car.’

o ‘Which flowers did you choose?’
‘Roses.’

When a wh-word is the object of a verb or preposition, or when it is
an adverb, the wh-word still comes first. The subject is put affer the
first part of the verb group:

% wh- 5% 937 2 3 A R A 9 2, R % v £ B B, % whe B9 05 K
FhHE, MEBEUREHANANE —BH2E.

‘ Which do you prefer?’

‘This one.’ L

‘ What is she searching for?’
‘Her car keys.’

e ‘Where has the man gone now?’
‘I don’t know.’

e ‘How does she feel now?’
‘She’s still depressed.’

The information given in reply to a wh-question is often a sentence
in more formal contexts, but sometimes, especially in less formal
contexts, it can be a phrase, or even just one word:

ERAERANERT wh-FIAWEEREHRE - NG T, EAH LALEE
BAEANERSY, CETURE-NEE LERE AL

e ‘Why did you sell your flat?’
‘I needed more space.’

e ‘Whois that?’
‘My girlfriend.’

6 How to ask Questions?



Unit 1 WHO, WHOM AND WHOSE
g5

Who

How to use it #fn{a{EH

You use who in questions when you want to know the name or identity of
someone or of some people. '

LB EARFEEANEL K E R, E 49+ 2 H 2 who,

1 You use who to ask the name or identity of someone or of some people
when who is the subject of the verb:

L who R/ AW EEM ,TRARAEEARELANBL I S 4.

‘Who is that man over there? He looks familiar.’
‘That’s Jim Brown, our MP.’

e ‘Who are these people? | don’t recognize any of them.’
‘They’ re employees from one of the branches of the firm.’

e ‘Who is the new managing director?’
‘It’s Peter Allen. He’s just been appointed.’

e ‘Jack keeps talking about Jane. Who’s Jane?’
‘She’s Jack’s new assistant.’

e ‘Who are The Fliers?’
‘A new local pop group.’

e ‘Who’s Sue’s father? Apparently he lives around here.’
‘That’s Jack White who lives next door to my cousin Jean in King
Street.’

e ‘Who’s in charge here? | want to complain about the poor
service.’
‘Mr Allen, but I’m afraid he’s not here just now.’

Using wh-words to ask questions 7



e ‘Who’s the man who infroduced the first speaker?’
‘That’s Tom White, our marketing director.’

Note the spelling of who'’s, which is the contracted form of who is ...2
It is sometimes wrongly confused with whose, as in Whose car is
that?

# % whois...? WHE WA who's, EHBETAES S whose 3% 7 ST
Whose car is that? # ,

If you say What’s Sue’s father?, you are asking what job he does.
You are not asking about his identity.

#n & U8 %L What’s Sue’s father?, 75 ;% 72 5] b f7 A 3 84 T {F |, 1 9F 4F 197 4]
&R,

2 You also use who to enquire about the name or identity of someone or
some people when who is the object or complement of a verb, except
in very formal contexts:

BT EEFEXNER T XS, L who & 37 B F R ANRIE R, BT A R\ E X
ISV TR R

e ‘Who did you invite?’
‘Jim. He’s my new boyfriend.’
e ‘Who did the police question?’
‘They questioned all of us.’

e ‘Who did the teacher punish?’
‘Jim and Bill.’

Formerly, this use was considered ungrammatical and whom was
used in such contexts. See whom.
D AN X R HEL S EE, MAEXHIER Y, ML H whom, T whom,
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e ‘Who has she accused of theft?’
‘She’s accused the cleaner.’

e ‘Who did you ask?’
‘| asked the shop manager.’

You also use who to enquire about the name or identity of somneone or
some people when it is the object of a preposition, except in very formal
contexts:

BYZEFFERNER P25, % who ZENF W EFE, 47 A KM FFEARE L
N XA g

‘Who will the children play with?’
‘My brother’s children.’

e ‘Who was Bob dancing with?’
‘He danced with quite a few girls.’

e ‘Who was Jack beaten by in the tennis final?’
‘Jim’s younger brother Bill.’

e ‘Who were you talking to?’
‘My mother. | haven’t phoned her for ages.’

e ‘Who were the winners chosen by?’
‘The principal.’

Language Felp ¥ % % 9

Formerly, this use was considered ungrammatical and whom was
used in such contexts. See whom.
PLRTIA X # F R F 698 %, W X M E S 4, b €/ whom, T whom,

You can also use who? on its own, especially in response to something
someone has said:

who? T U B AEFE R , ARXELEEAREATREFNE L.

e ‘| think | know who the thief is.’
‘Who?’

Using wh-words to ask questions @



‘I’d better not say until | tell the police.’

e ‘/’ve discovered who Jane’s new boyfriend is.’
‘Who?’

‘Jim White.’
who are you to..:2 / who am | to...? /who is he, etc to...?

You use these expressions to ask what right or authority someone has to do
something. The expressions are often used in rhetorical questions and often
sound quite rude or unfriendly:

BRI FETARAAIEABREEFNR IR E, ENEFERAERFAA T, THLEH
CEF RSPV &

e ‘Who are you fo criticize Sue for not coping with the children? You
don’t know what it’s like to be a single mother or to have not
enough money to live on.’

e ‘Who is he fo complain about what the government is doing with our
taxes? He’s unemployed and has never paid tax in his life.’

Language Felp ¥ % %

A rhetorical question is one to which the speaker or writer does not
expect an answer. ,
PEHFRNEEZEFRAR G AFTES CHTELE,

who asked you?

You say who asked you? to someone who has made a comment or remark
when you think that they should not have done so because what is being
discussed does not concern or involve them. It is often rather a rude
expression and is usually a rhetorical question:

UHEANMNEEHN AR EEATHS, THRAMNLBEBEFRRLEE LR, RT
At who asked you? X #AH¥ 2 —H + L L BN XX T E, MAXEEENRIE 4.
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e ‘| think you are being rather hard on the girl.’
‘Who asked you? I’m in charge of staff discipline and I’ll decide
what’s to be done and what’s not to be done.’

e ‘| think you should let Sue go on a gap year if she wants to. It’ll be
good for her.’
‘Who asked you? You’re not the one who’s going t@hdxe 1o pay-for
her foreign travel. | am! ’

who can say?

You use who can say? when you want o emphasize the gk oki@@airity .or
information relating to something. If is usually a rhetorical queshQl;

LEAXTEERZ AT MR LER L, 7 who can say?, X ¥ BN K |9 4

e ‘What will happen next? Will there be a war?’
‘Who can say? Only time will tell.’

e ‘Will Jane and Jim get married?’
‘Who can say? Jim’s had several serious girlfriends before.’

Lauguage Help % % % 3b

You can use who’s to say? instfead of who can say?:
7 UL i who’s to say? % X # who can say?:

e ‘Wil Jack get another job?’
‘Who’s fo say? He’s very talented, but there aren’t many jobs
in his field around here.’

who cares?

You use who cares? when you want to show that you do not think that
something is at all important. It is offen rather a rude expression and is usually
a rhetorical question:

LEEAEHEFZEFAEERN, T# )] whocares?, XM XX ERBE LR ALE WMEHE
RN R A .

Using wh-words to ask questions 11



