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Preface

The long history of Chinese pottery and porcelain is in
many ways like a mirror of Chinese history reflecting the
different influences and cross-fertilization from encounters
between the Han people and the minorities from the western
and northern regions of modern China.

The result of this is treasured and admired all over the
world and is today more and more difficult, if not impossible,
to get hold of for ordinary people.

Already during the Shang Dynasty, ¢.1100 B.C. potters

produced green glazed wares and the firing technique &
developed steadily through the Han, Jin dynasties until Sui t z‘ﬁﬁé‘ﬂ?—j
Dynasty when white wares were produced.

The white wares were further developed during Tang and the Five Dynasties when the Xing
and Ding wares were fired.

In the succeeding Song Dynasty several other areas produced refined wares in Henan and
Hebei the “Magnificent Five” (Ru, Guan, Ge, Jun and Ding) but also Yaozhou in Shaanxi, Cizhou
type in the whole northern region and in the South Jingdezhen, Changsha and Longquan.

During the 14th century there was a new paradigm when the invading Mongols succeeded to
make wares decorated with cobalt and cupper under the glaze, in high firing kilns in temperatures
above 1300°C. In the 15th century, during the early Ming period, practically every type of
decoration was mastered and during the rest of Ming and Qing dynasties techniques were further
refined.

Some five years ago I was lucky to meet Mr. Li, who generously invited me to see part of his
collection of shards. Since then there has been more visits to the Li family and I have realized that
the result of many years ardent visits to different construction sites in and around Beijing have
made Mr Li’s collection so rich and diversified with examples from different imperial types and
a great variety of min yao products. Mr. Li’s open mind and generosity has given many collectors
both from China and abroad the possibility to see, touch and compare items that are seldom to
meet.

Now Mr. Li has decided to further develop his interest in sharing his experience through
publishing an important and significant part of his shards and give more people the possibility
to learn and take care of the important part of Chinese cultural heritage that Chinese porcelain

constitutes.

Goteborg, Sweden 2007
Jarl Vansvik
For.aer senior curator Ulricehamns far Eastern Museum
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