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Abstract

This is a monograph which applies political sociology to explain
collective forest right system reform. Xi village in central Fujian
was chosen as the research unit and collective forest right system
reform as the carrier and the breakthrough point. The theory of
country - social analysis paradigm and knowledge of politics,
sociology and economics were utilized in this research. The core
question we tried to answer was whether the reform of collective
forest right system in China was one kind of historical logic break
and replacement or it just followed some logic all the way. Qur
purpose is to deepen the research towards collective ownership of
forests system reform in order to develop the research fields,

theory and methods of Chinese village.

On the basis of holding sufficient related materials and utilizing
methods of comparative research, case study and historic re-
search, we observed and explored the practice and inner mecha-
nism of collective forest” s right reform after reform and
opening - up of Xi town in central Fujian province in the view of
China’s modernization process and peasants - standard and fol-
lowed the routes of state intervention, social transformation,
market growth, peasants’ action and collective forest right sys-
tem reform. In this research, investigation of the restrictions and
transforming logic of collective forest right system were primary
e 1 .
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and the basic research dimensionality is state effect, peasants’
action and rural development. This research reflected the au-
thors” integrated understanding and explanation to the process of
rural land system reform in the later half of 21Century in China

as well as provided a unique and strict case.

On Xi village”s experience, from forestry’s “Three Fixes” re-
form, forestry stock cooperation system reform, the collective
ownership of forests market operation, to the re - change of
“the third land reform”, each reform was the strategical re-
sponse to the temporal economic and social back-
ground. Generally speaking, the process of collective forest
rights system reform was not only the return and increase of
peasants’ forest rights, but also the process of initiatively or
passively authority release of administrative strength, further-
more, the representation that state’s dominant position was fa-

ding out gradually from forestry development.

From the view of the whole rural reform advancement and the
national conformity to rural society, the farming and forestry’s
imbalanced development was resulted from the idea of balanced
development and the system establishment to some extent, for
which, same or similar institutional arrangements had not
brought the same progress because of various restricted
factors. Therefore, the collective right of forests system reform
also followed the logic of “balanced development institutional ar-
rangement” . Therefore, this research not only exhibited the ex-
tremely complexity of the imbalanced Chinese rural conditions,
but also provided possibilities to understand the Chinese rural so-
2.



Abstract

ciety faced by policy, the result of practice and the intrinsic logic
in order to provide theory inspiration and intellective support, to
some extent, for the establishment of future Chinese rural poli-

cy.

Researches showed that in China, land system including the fo-
rest land system was not only the economic and legal system,
but also involved the political system and even involved the un-
derstanding of the nation. In fact, the property right was a polit-
ical issue. As an important policy and practice for rural areas,
the collective right of forests system reform was a direct imple-
mentation and vivid exhibition of the national will and ability to
the rural area. Land policy’ s adjustment could balance national

construction and farmer’s relation.

In the view of interactions between modern country and rural so-
ciety, the national strategic needs were always considered firstly
instead of peasants’ rights or others in the process of national in-
tervention in collective forest right system reform. Because of
this, the changes of macroscopic development targets and ideo-
logy of the country had not only greatly influenced the collective
forest right system reform, but also played an important role on
peasants’ rights and rural development conditions. Although the
owners of forest didn’t do forestry activities passively or only
follow the system arrangements and the social structure, for
they may think, make a decision or act based on the system and
structure and finally give their own effect on the system and
structure in order to change the characteristic and property of the
system. However, in contrast with nation”s dominant position in
.« 3.
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policy supplying, their resistance was still very limited. Even if a
system arrangement was based on the needs of related social
bodies, it might not make prospective effect. An important fac-
tor for this problem was that the experiences and memories of so-
cial bodies towards past related system revolutions or practice
might play restricted role. That is, social bodies” policy expecta-
tion would not only aim at the future, but also possibly aimed at
the past. The two jointly influenced the real practical effect of
public policy.

As a matter of fact, China’s reform and opening - up was a
process of system transformation and construction. Often can
have the society take the efficiency as the guidance of collective
forest land policy reform to repel the phenomenon, thus it might
initiate questions about social justice. Although the system inter-
vention might not promote rural development, the most attrac-
tive way to promote rural development is the input of logos of
re - devolution power to people. To this extent that, it is better
to say that China’s rural development is decided by politic condi-

tion and better governance rather than the system reform.
Key words: Collective Forest Right; State Intervention; Trans-

formation logic; Peasants’ right and interest; Farming and Fo-

restry dualistic structure
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