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T T RK L HE, WA AN S0 B EH AR TS,

Antoni Bayés de Luna

have a great pleasure to present my book Basic Electrocardiography to

the Chinese medical community. It is for me an honour that this book has
been chosen to be translated to Chinese language in order to be a guide and a
summary of the internet ECG course that, under the auspices of Chinese Col-
lege of Cardiovascular Pbysicians, presided by Prof. Dayi Hu, will start in the
future. ‘
This book presents,in a sequential way,all the basic knowledge to understand
how is originated the normal ECG recordings and later on, of the pathological
ECG patterns. There is no mention in this book of the ECG of arrhythmias,

which will be summarized in another book similar to that.

The electrocardiogram (ECG), introduced more than 100 years ago by

Einthoven, continues to be a vital clinical resource with constantly evolving

5
new diagnostic and prognostic features. It remains one of the milestones of
“bedside diagnostic” as identified more than 50 years ago by the school of Paul
Wood. The ECG is the “gold standard” technique for diagnosis of cardiac ar-
rhythmias, conduction disturbances, preexcitation, acute coronary syndromes,
and chronic myocardial infarction with Q waves, that here we will present with
correlation of Q-wave and location of gnyocardial scar based on the standards of
CV magnetic resonance, Furthermore, it is also useful for diagnosis of other
heart diseases and a range of different clinical situations because of its simplici-
ty and low cost. Also, there is a good correlation between ECG morphologies,
prognosis and some certain types of genetic mutations in channelopathies like

QT syndrome.

Furthermore, ECG is the cheapest and easier way to approach the cardiac
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diagnosis and its knowledge in crucial to take the best decision for treatment
in acute coronary syndrome both with and without ST elevation and also to
ascertain the location of occlusion and the importance of the area at risk.
Lastly the book presents a 22 cases self-assessment session that is part of the
exam of the ECG internet course.

We will be very satisfied if this publication will be useful to improve the
knowledge of ECG among the Chinese physicians. I would like to thank
very much Prof. Dayi Hu for his confidence and friendship and Fundacio La
Caixa, that has given not only the logistic support to implement this course,
but also the opportunity for the best students to receive a modern ECG de-

vice.

N Antoni Bayés de Luna
Professor of Cardiology Autonomous university of Barcelona
Director of Institut Catald de Cardiologia

Hospital de Sant Pau

Barcelona, Spain
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