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preface

Situated in the hinterland of Eurasian continent, Xinjiang is a treasure land
of China and the World. With great imposing mountains, splendid scenery, di-
stinguished folk customs and colorful history, Xinjiang have great amount and
variety of high level and well composed tourism resources with multiple uses
and bright prospects. The six types of tourism resources of landscape, water sce-
nery, bioscape , historic relics , facilities combined with leisure, know-
ledge seeking and health developing purposes, folk conditions and customs are
complete in Xinjiang. In the sixtyv-eight basic types of tourism resources of
China, Xinjiang has fifty-six or more basic types, so Xinjiang can be known
not only as “ the great region in territory” but as “ the great region in
tourism ” , it is the strategic reserve resource base of tourism development in
China.

Only formed industry can the resource has its own advantages in development.
To transmute the tourism resource advantage to economic advantage needs many
conditions and the development of tourism software and hardware. In software de-
veloping, one important work is advertising, marketing and merchandising on the
tourism of Xinjiang to let the World know Xinjiang and to propel Xinjiang open
widely to the World. The broadness, the desert background and the historic vi-
cissitudes of Xinjiang make it as the “mysterious land” full of glamour, which
also make the people outside the region not really familiar to it. Therefore,
it is necessary to strengthen the guiding and introducing work on tourism of
Xinjiang to these people.

In recent years, many books and picture albums have been published, which
played an active role at introducing Xinjiang to the world, yet there are many
deficiencies in these publications because of incomplete content and poor work-
manship and until now there is not an tourism picture album which system ati-
cally and completely describes Xinjiang for the tourists of the world

By means of digital technologies, all pictures in this album were processed
on computer system based on aerial photographs, satellite image mosaics and some
field investigating materials. To reflect the general and regional featuresf

of tourism and landscapes of Xinjiang in an all round way, the newest map edi-
ting and compiling technologies have been adopted 1in the publishing of the al-
bum to include as more information as possible and to make the album be useful

to the tourists for a relatively long period. The album will be a gift to the
tourism industry of Xinjiang in the new coming century.
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Magnificent landscape

Xinjiang which makes up one sixth of the total area of China has a rich array of lan—
dscape types.

The three lofty and undulate ranges of Altay, Tianshan and Kunlun Mountains coil like
giant dragons in the north, middle and south part of broad land of Xinjiang. They hreed
numerous famous peaks and plentiful glaciers and snow covers . The number of peaks in
Xinjiang opened to overseas visitors reach 11 and it is the biggest mmber in all provi-
nces and autonomous regions of China. ere are 21,000 or more glaciers in the alpine
region. The total area of the glaciersis nearly 30,000 square kilometers and their ice .
_ﬁsé‘rvaﬁrefdore than 300 billion cubie*meters, whuh are aﬁv_ id wa eservair
t6 the lower region. These glaciers have compo. orrderful ?# #“ﬁ”“
like jade dragons dancing in various postures. Th thmkﬂhwﬂ ow and
mountains have made up the distinctively bemm?ul scenes of Tofty lﬂllte—fﬂ*d Uw
The annual accumulating and Ié]i.mg of snow and ice has cuntmuously nourished the neve-
rending rivers, which brings vigorous vitality to the oases of #Xinjiang. %

The Junggar and the Tarim Basin, the two biggest basins of China, are located among the
Altay, Tianshan and Kunlun Mountains, which form the macroscopic topographlc structure
of Xinjiang. The area of the Tarim Basin is 530,000 square kilometers and its ’;ﬁ}n‘ge of
elevation is 780 to 1300 meters above sea level. The Taklimakan Desert, the biggest des-
ert of China, is in the center part of the Tarim basin. The ared of tie junggaﬁasin is
380, 000 square kilometers and its range of elevation ls 189 to 1000 or more meters. The
Gurbantunggut Desert, the second largest desert of ' in the centef part of the « «
Junggar Basin. In the three Mountains S i 1 LR ﬁir ones
like the Kumkuli Basin between the l:ast il i ude is
3800 to 4200 meters above sea level; the lower ones 1n the Tiansh-
an Mountains, its lowest point is 154 meters below sed
heart of the Tianshan Mountains, there are not only th
ranks the second in China and the first in Xinjiang, but a i T esque b Tuk
Swan Lake which enjoys good fame both at home and abroad. In addition, there are the T1i
River Basin which is more beautiful than the region south of the Yangtze River, the Sai-
limu Basin with great flat lake in high mountains , the Yangi basin with vichly endowed
agriculture, the Hami Basin with abundant gas and oil resources, ete, which decorate the
broad land of Xinjiang with their prominent features.

The landscape of wountains alternating with basins has formed diversified and parti-
cular land ecosystems of Xinjiang., Since 1980s, 21 natural reserves have been set up in
the region and their total area is 102500 square kilometers. Among them, the Bogda Peak
area has been listed as international protectorates by the * Man and the Biosphere” pro-
gramme of UNESCO: the Plateau Ecology Natural Reserve in Altun Mountains, Kanas Natural
Landscape Reserve, forest at west Mi. Tianshan Resource Protection Area and Bayanbuluk
Swan Protection Area have been ranked as nation level natural reserves: the Tianchi Sce-
nery Area is the only one of national forest park in Xinjiang.
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The emperce of Han Dynasty who st up Dubulu  (the local goverrment) of the Western Regiors
—The famous diplomat and ravelsr who served as an envoy 10 the Western Fegions for two times
~Two daughters of the Hen imperial fammily who made contribution 1o the relation between the Harn aed the Wusun by mamping the  rulers of the Wuosin
Country
Durwhu]

—The first Cuhu {commander of of the Western Fagions in Han Dynasty

—A famous Duhu promenent peliticen and strategist in Han Dynasty

—Zhangshi | Senior officer| of Westem Regions. son of Ban Chano o prominerl poiitician and strategist

nasty wha set up Beion Dunufu

The ermprass of Tang D

-4 Buddhist monk of supe attarnments who wert 1o the Wesiem Fegions to sesk the true sssence of the Buddhist docirine
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