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Introduction

An Elementary Chinese Reader is designed for advanced beginners of the
Chinese language, especially college-level students. It can also be used by students
without a Chinese background, as a supplementary reader after they have studied
Chinese for at least one year. This book can be used both inside and outside the
classroom, either as a textook for a regular reading course, or as a supplementary
or self-study reader.

When I began to teach “Advanced Beginner” elementary Chinese at Columbia
University in 1999, 1 found that this group of students is different from the very
beginners of the Chinese language. They can understand basic conversations, but
are almost illiterate. It is clear that they need a course designed especially for them
to improve their reading and writing skills and at the same time to better their
listening and speaking abilities. This also requires a different pedagogy and an
appropriate textbook. However, for various reasons, textbooks for “advanced
beginners” of Chinese are still very limited. Therefore, designing a practical
textbook for “advanced beginners” of Chinese is a task in need.

To meet this need, 1 have written the textbook of An Elementary Chinese
Reader , at Columbia University in New York. My aim in writing this textbook is

to provide reading materials for advanced learners.

. GENERAL LAYOUT OF THE TEXTBOOK

An Elementary Chinese Reader consists of ten chapters, with each chapter
containing two main readings on the same topic. A variety of topics (such as
Chinese history, ancient stories, folk custom, historical figures and famous legends )
are covered.

The main activities in each reading are introduced as follows.
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Before You Read: This section is an overall instruction for the procedures
students should follow before reading. It introduces the techniques of reading, such
as scanning the story, the first and second reading. The purpose of the “Before
You Read” is to cultivate students’ reading habit.

Scanning: The purpose of scanning is to train students in the technique of
reading for specific information. Students don’t have to read literally, but only pay
attention to paragraphs or sentences containing the relevant information they are
looking for. Activities in the scanning section not only help students learn to guess
the meaning of these new words from their context, but also encourage them
expand their vocabulary. Scanning exercises are best done in class with a time limit.

First Reading and Second Reading: The purpose of the first reading is to
train students to grasp main ideas and structures but not isolate words or sentences.
The second reading is a reading process in depth. It trains readers to draw
conclusions by reasoning or deducting what they have read.  Apart from
comprehension exercises of the text, there is an exercise on guessing the meaning
of the word in context, which is to improve students’ ability to explain Chinese
words using Chinese.

New Words and Exercises: Exercises after the new words section are as
follows: vocabulary exercise, and discussion. and writing exercises. There are
various writing activities, such as expanding exercise, rewriting exer;:ise or sequel
writing, etc. Students must comprehend the meaning of the readings before they
start writing; the writing exercise will not only improve students’writing but also
their reading skills.

An Elementary Chinese Reader is both user and teacher friendly. Hopefully
students will find this reader distinctive, interesting and effective. We also hope
that this reader can help students improve their reading skills, and most of all,

enjoy learning Chinese.

Author
November 2003
New York




% JEAIZAAN Before You Read

—BERAFARRX, AL ERECREMETRFE, HHEUT A S BRH#
TR, TUF S RREHARE D,

F—F hERE RERENENREEI A LT X X R B3 DR
EE-THREROHE, FARXFRIBELWXBHE, RERFEAIWLETX
——F RN EE, RERELEREES X,

F_P EARABR EANBNENERERFNAR, THRRKENZTEER
MR R BRI ZARE R HE R, BE - K BE ARG FAHA,
BBk, HEBKERAEE T,

BZF KRB —AWABERNES R TRKRETEIRETHHATERE HY
AFEAREET N ONRE, SXBERAALERNERSE, HEwbE—
Ko MEMZKEARET . WUEIAER, THEEAX,EE 3 E,

Please read by using the following steps., which can be helpful to
improve your reading skill.

1. Scanning for Specific Information:; A task is set before reading.
please find the underlined words and figure out the meaning via
scanning reading or read the questions 1o find the answers.

2. Understanding the Main Idea: First reading is to understand the
main idea. Skip over words and phrases you do not understand and
enjoy the reading. Do not siow down by looking up words in the
dictionary. Do the exercises after first reading.

3. second reading: Read the article more carefully this time to look
for detailed information. Do the exercises after second reading. If you
have trouble doing them, scan the article again.  You will probably
understand it better .  Quick reading twice or three times are much
better for your understanding compared to slow reading once. fi\f’rer
you finished doing the exercises, you have been approaching the
reading target. ’



adv. adverb

conj. conjunction
cv. co-verb

ie. idiomatic expression
interj. interjection
m. measure word
n. noun

num. numeral
onom. onomatopoeia
p- particle

prep. preposition
pron. pronoun

pn. ‘ proper noun
sv. stative verb

v. verb

vp. verb phrase

vo. verb-object
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ML E#HT TR, JERENT

BHFEL LR ERTHRE, ANEFEAZAEL, KB AMNERER
Moo X — R ZEAIH: WK Far R £, RIUFORRE T, RALRIE
W, TA,BREFRIAREAEREE R —HFER 7
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\a HRiEREIELZ =] Scanning Reading Exercises

7E15 15 th ¥ 4717 ) Words/Expressions in Context
Scan the text of Z£%j% & “Misfortune May Be a Blessing in Disguise” to find
the words and expressions below. Look for clues in the context to help you guess

the meaning of the expression. Then match each item with its definition.

1. 55 A. run into

2. wAEF| B. all the sudden
3. JFik C. father and son
4, —FF. D. unexpectedly

5. K E. it turns out

6. flf b F. poor

7. XF G. all

8. T A H. leg




%E)ﬁﬁl 45 3] Exercises After First Reading

Now read the story again for the main idea. Do the exercises after reading.

LLl 415 B Organizing Information
FABCTH5 T 51 445 1 % 19 B 1R IR 45 . (Put the following events in the

correct order by numbering them from 1 to 8. )

ENH) D ER T —IC Ay D,

EANR LT IR R T
BEA—FMUATH R E S BGH T E%,
AMEBA A BRI T iR 2 17E S

B A& BT B B R R 4T 4,

— AR EAFRBEKWDET.

EAME AN BERITAT .
EFEHE-ITEBAMBELED,

L] ¥Ef#IR3X X & Understanding Main Ideas
L XV R — %A M50 T #

=,

2. XABER RS

&2 =% [EiE%S] Exercises After Second Reading

Read the story again before doing the exercises below.

*
*
*
*
¥
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
¥
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
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(Mark True or False of the following sentences according to the text. If the

sentence is false, correct it.)

L FEREBARKHTEBAL, FUMBREF S,
2. BARKGETUE, EAXER, XL
3, ARG ET WFR— M R ARYT T i3 LU ERRA

w2, A BB RS T .

4. NN AR ) Do NE S Bk — DL 5, fr AE T 5 LU S fib
AHEAFHES

5 MAFB B EARED T EI— LI D, H BT —5

6. JLFIEBR R T, AR H X, AT#R R LR

i KERBEANKGFET MILFROBREEE T ,3X B 4 7T G848 BT
Hg?

8. _ BJE, BEARBRGERET B DR 2T 6.

9. MRMIIEAED , EANILFHREZITH.

10. HohETREES, IR IR RE AN BERITHL

1. AT FAX AR UL, R AR B s, R E S,

TOURERCA T EA A TR IEFAZEE . (Based on the text, choose the

appropriate answer for the following sentences.)

L XIBMEREEC o

A. /MR B. 4 H C. 2L
2. EARWH FEEATFERE A ( Yo
A ZENERFL B. BAERZE C.MET

3. BARKMGET ,ZEAC )
A. FFH— RS B. 3 & B S C. NHERL /& 4 T»
4. FTAR, BEARK D ER—LESIDS AMBILTF(C Do
A. FPH—FE Bl X C. fR& X%
5. XLk T — LI S LUE, (0 Do
A BENRERRTE B. HIARBRER C.EAR LTI T hE
6. B A NBLT B TR, BTLAC ) '
A EANEHRES B. RFARTR B 2% C. RRERATL




= MR LTI, FIBTELEE ) T A B . (Guess the meaning of
the underlined part in the context.)
LA-RMNEXHEHET, ()
A. RAE B. BAENK C. Hi&m
2. ERAMIEBEERNRTE , BEBIMONREHIWEETE, ()
A FH B. 5tE C.EhR

3. AT T EIEERR BT MAEEMT ., ()

4. 5B EARR T RS AT X AN, BB 7] 5k R AT
G
B o ko 5 B. i ) ol o B
5. MTAREBIMBAMBERITHT . BEMSHAKNEAEEEITH,
Pod e
A BRE—EMB B. HEBEKIE C. SR LT
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[ UFRERER, WRETHAL, WRRX, RREARET,
The following is new words of the text. Please lcam the foll
’ vocabulary and read the text carefully for doing the exerc1ses aﬁerwards

417 New Words

1. %5 Saiwéng  pn. an old man in China’s northern frontie;
2. % shi v. lose

3.8 gl sv. ancient

4. T chéngshi & city

S H=F rizi n. life; livelihood

6. B RH congming  sw. smart; clever

1.5% ydng v. raise; rear

8. = dit v. lose

9. 35 giéng sv. _ poor %




