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( Introduction )

[ Abstract] Clinical epidemiology, developed in the late 1970s, is an impor-
tant basic science of clinical medicine. It is an essential methodology for clinical medical
practice, scientific research and hospital management. Clinical epidemiology thus plays a
vital role in the development of clinical medicine. In order to help readers get to know and
master the knowledge of clinical epidemiology, this chapter first introduces briefly the def-
initions and history of epidemiology and clinical epidemiology. It then addresses the rela-
tionship between the three disciplines of clinical epidemiology, clinical medicine and epi-
demiology. It goes on to introduce the scientific design, measurement and evaluation and
the main research category in clinical epidemiology. Finally it makes a possible prospect

for the development of clinical epidemiology.
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