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Book 12

The Fifth Volume on Qi

Su Qin Had a Talk with King Min of Qi

Su Qin had a talk with King Min of the state of Qi and
-said, “I heard that if a sovereign likes taking the lead
attacking other states, he will be in trouble. If a sovereign is
engaged in uniting with his allies to attack other states, he
will be isolated. Those who win by striking only after the
enemy strikes can resort to something else. Those who are
able to keep themselves out of trouble can make good use of
every opportunity. Hence, when sages embark upon
undertakings, they always resort to temporary measures and
take action at the right time. By resorting to temporary
measures, they can manipulate tens of thousands of things.
By taking action at the right time, they can become rulers of
hundreds of undertakings. Hence, few can succeed if they
neither resort to temporary measures nor make good use of
opportunities!

“Without human power, Gan Jiang and Mo Ye (referring
to the two most famous swords) cannot hurt any target
alone. Without the help of string and bow, the sharpest
arrow with the firmest shaft cannot hit any distant target. It
is not that the arrow is blunt and the sword is not sharp.
What is the reason then? Well, they cannot resort to other

elements crucial to them. How do I know this? Previously,

ZL Joog g

poliad seiels Bulllep) 8yl uo splodsy

) =
g
=
-
o
=
—
=
fop

473



[1+d HEZE

(R3]

MHERM? HEH BREL, EZLRIE AR O LE]TE, ) GED
[T, BANEMITER, TEZBE. DRSS TH, A
EHHFIRE PR RK . 2B Wbz EEL. DAL, IR
e A B T AL, BRI P, M AR 2 8, TR TR, B 2 TR T B 9K

ML RE S BT AR 2 . X AR A B TR, TN T 2

M1 AR, BT R AR A, IR R B Z T b, B R, B B
R BRI Z AR A, AR Z B A, BOOR R B, R Z R, B AR

[4iF]

®"? AMTRBERSEALE, XFAd Aok, FFRFHE,EELH,
BRAIF , T AR AR AR 1, R 8
B, TEREFAWIREL L, REFASBRET . EFE4H,H
A BB, HREHRP A RL, FTEXFTL—FFFH A%, ZTEF
BIAAMNESH, LBEREREGLEIRE, LARF,EE P L6
Ak, FALBRRBER, R ZE LR, ARAHRZ 3 Z4
NWE,LEAEHERDG N EFRAATARE, RBEAZRT, £
BEAETHAEFL#ARE, ENRAB K, HET R, X107,
ERBLERT, AFHAFPHD, REFHNIAA NS, LEFHR

B ZMALKER , #FRBRA, LB ETRPTAL R PRSP 54



the troops of the state of Zhao invaded the state of Wei [ .
Their chariots advanced without any stop, and their soldiers
marched without any rest. They approached the state of Wei
and occupied Gangping. They blocked eight gates of Wei’ s
capital and broke two. The state of Wei [ was on the brink of
defeat! Not having time to put on his shoes, the sovereign of
Wei | went barefoot to the state of Wei [[ to ask for help.
The king of the state of Wei [[ put on his armour, sharpened
his sword and then confronted the troops of the state of Zhao.
The capital of Handan was in chaos. The areas along the
Yellow River and Mount Taihang were in anarchy. The state
of Wei | took occasion to summon the remnants of its
defeated army to march towards the north (referring to
invading the state of Zhao which was located north of
Wei [ ). They breached Gangping and destroyed the
protective wall of the city of Zhongmou. It is not that the
state of Wei [ was much stronger than the state of Zhao. If
Wei [ is the arrow, Wei [[ will be the string and the bow.
Using the great power of Wei [[ , Wei | seized the area of
Hedong. The people of in the state of Zhao were scared. The
troops of the state of Chu came to Zhao’ s rescue. They
attacked the troops of Wei Il at a place west of the city of
Zhoucheng. They blocked the gate of the capital of Liang of
Wei [I , stationed their soldiers in Linzhong and let their
horses drink in the Yellow River. The troops of the state of
Zhao took occasion to invade the areas north of the Yellow
River in Weil[. They set fire to Jigou and conquered the city

of Huangcheng. Accidents such as the destruction of Gangping,
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the devastation of Zhongmou, the demolition of Huangcheng
and the fire in Jigou were against the wishes of the states of
Zhao and Wei]l . But these two states couldn’t prevent them
from taking place. Why? Because Wei | was good at grasping
opportunities and making good use of advantageous
situations. However, contemporary sovereigns are not the
same! They plan to attack powerful states, although their
own military forces are weak. They like to be at enmity with
other states, although the people of their own states are
exhausted. They will persist even though their undertakings
will definitely result in failure. They hate to lag behind others
even though their armies are feeble. They aim at invading big
states, although their own states are small. They will also
resort to trickery after their actions result in failure. Having
these actions, they still want to establish the most powerful
states in the world and become Lord-protectors themselves.
The more they exert themselves, the more unattainable this
goal is!

“I heard that a sovereign good at governing his state will
comply with the will of the people and also correctly estimate
the power of his own military forces. Instead of taking the
lead himself, he would rather follow other states before he
takes any action. Hence, although he might build up alliances
with other states, he won’t provoke enmity. Although he
might attack other states, he won’t rush to fight formidable
enemies to benefit his rivals. Thus, without causing any loss
to his own troops or posing any threat to his own power, his

territory can be enlarged and his wishes can be fulfilled. Once
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the troops of the state of Qi joined those of the states of Han
and Wei in invading the states of Qin and Chu. They didn’t
fight extremely fiercely during those ba';tlés,nor did Qi obtain
a larger share of territory than Han and Wei did. However,
people in the world blamed the state of Qi. Why? Because Qi
incurred enmity for the sake of Han and Wei. In addition, at
that time, all the states in the world were involved in
warfare. When the troops of the state of Qi engaged those of
the state of Yan, the troops of the state of Zhao annexed
Zhongshan. When the allied forces built up by the states of
Qin and Han engaged those of Han and Wei, the states of
Song and Yue took advantage of this war to strengthen their
military forces. These aforementioned ten states were hostile
towards each other. But they were all dissatisfied with the
state of Qi. Why? Because the state of Qi liked to build up
alliances and thus be at enmity with other states. It also took
the lead in attacking powerful states and thus benefiting its
rivals.

“Moreover, the problem of those big and strong states
lies in their intention to take control of other states. The
disaster for those weak and small states lies in the fact that
they often take advantage of others to benefit themselves, As
a result, the big states will be in danger, and the small ones
will be defeated. For big states, the most advantageous thing
is to follow other states in taking action and not to attack
unrighteous sovereigns hurriedly. By following other states in
taking action, they can win over the support of more allied

states and build up more powerful allied forces. By
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commanding overwhelmingly powerful military forces to fight
exhausted enemy troops, they can certainly gain victory. By
not acting against the will of the people of the world, benefit
can be gained. If a big state acts this way, it will gain a high
reputation without endeavour. It can unify the whole world or
at least establish one of the most powerful states without
taking any action. For those small states, nothing could be
better than remaining cautious and inactive and not naively
trusting other states. By remaining cautious and inactive,
they won’t suffer aggressions launched by neighbouring states
on all four sides. By not trusting other states, they won’t be
betrayed by people in the world. They not being betrayed by
people in the outside world and being free from any
aggression, the grain stored won’t be consumed and therefore
will become rotten,and the silk fabrics stored won’t be used
and therefore will be eaten by moths. If a small state acts this
way, it will have good fortune without holding any
ceremonies to worship gods or deities. It will become wealthy
enough and therefore no longer need to borrow from other
states.

“So it is said, * Whoever adheres to - the principle of
benevolence can unify the whole world. Whoever practices
the principle of righteousness can establish one of the most
powerful states. Whoever resorts to nothing but military
forces will be toppled.” How do I know this? Well,
previously, Fu Chai, the king of the state of Wu, liked to take
the lead because of the might of his state. He invaded the
capital of Ying of the state of Chu, imprisoned the king of the
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state of Yue, and forced other states’ sovereigns to submit to
him. But finally he was killed, his state was ruined and he
himself was derided by the people of the world. Why? This
disaster occured because Fu Chai not only always put himself
ahead of others by committing to unifying the world and
becoming King, but also longed for more power and intended
to take the lead in invading other states. Previously, the
states of Lai and Ju liked to scheme against other states. The
states of Chen and Cai liked to use trickery. Relying on the
state of Yue, the state of Ju was ruined. The destruction of
the state of Cai was due to naively trusting the state of Jin.
These disasters occurred because these two states either
resorted to trickery to govern the people or overly trusted
other states! With the help of these aforementioned cases, we
can understand the disasters of both the big states and the
small ones.

“There is a saying: ¢ When Qi Ji becorhes tired, an
ordinary horse can outrun it. When Meng Ben becomes
exhausted, a woman can defeat him.’ The sinews and
strength of the ordinary horse and the woman cannot match
those of Qi Ji and Meng Ben. So why can they win? Because
they take action after their rivals. Nowadays, not all the
allied states have been destroyed. Some don’t throw their
armies into battles until the very end. They shift enmity to
other states and focus on attacking unrighteous sovereigns at
the same time. They take military action secretly and in the
name of righteousness. Thus it won’t take long for them to

ruin other states all over the world. Knowing the relationship
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