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Preface '

- Qingming Festival, an important tradition in China, remains
The one of the most important festivals for the Chinese people,
including those living abroad. In the traditional society, the Qingming
Festival was a particularly grand occasion for people to pay respects
and express th.eir affection to the deceased relatives and get close to
nature. Various activities would be held to mark these two themes of the
n;elatively long festival, highlighted by the day of Qingming (the 15th day
after the lunar spring equinox, before or after April 5 on the Gregorian
calendar). The conventional activities woLxld last from one week to a
‘dozen of days (varying in different areas). In tHe modern society, changes
in social life, cultural concepts and vacation schedules have transformed
its connotations, but the Qingming Festival with its unique function and
social significance is still highly valued by the Chinese people. It is of
great social benefit and cultural significance to study the evolution of the
Festival because inheritance of the time-honored tradition will greatly
contribute to the harmony of our society, thus providing a boost to the
prosperity of China.
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