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THREE TALES
by
LEO TOLSTOY

GOD SEES THE TRUTH, BUT WAITS

One summer day, Aksyonof,a young merchant in the
town of Vladimir was going to the Nizhni Fair. When
he said good-bye to his wife, she said,“Don’t go, dear.
I’ ve had a bad dream about you. ”

Aksyonof laughed and said, “ Are you afraid T’Il
drink?”

His wife replied, “Something scares me, though I
don’ t know what it is. I dreamed you returned from
the town a grey-haired old man. ”

Aksyonof said, “Don’t worry,” and drove away.
When he had travelled halfway, he met a merchant
whom he knew, and put up with him at the same inn.
They went to bed in adjoining rooms.

Next morning he got up before dawn, paid his bill,
and drove on his way. When he had gone about twenty-
five miles, he stopped at an inn to feed the horses.

Suddenly there drove up a troika with tinkling bells,
from which got out a police officer and two soldiers. He

adjoin [o'd%oin] vi. 4F#E

Aksyonof [ok'sinof ] (A &)
EHERBWEFHEA
)

bill [bil] ». $i2

dawn [domn] ». #RY

feed (fi:d] v, W3, %5---KPGrE

god [g:)d] n. # 9_tﬁ

grey-haired ['greihead ] adj. H

A: ]

Y. 3
halfway [ha:f'wei] adv. (f£)
b4

inn [in] ». /5

Leo Toistoy [lirau'talstoi ] (A
ZIFIR « TR RURE
EZ)

Nizhni Fair ['ni:3ni fea] FFi8 76
RERT(SCZHEAET
# 3%

officer ['ofisa] n. BH

put up FH

reply [ri'plai] . [E%°

scare [skea] vt. ({E)IF

suddenly ['sadnli] adv. ZE4R

tale [teil] n. B HE

tinkle ['vigkl] vi. 0T34 FEug

travel [traevl) vi. IR{T

troika [‘troika] #n. =LA

"B%

Viadimir [v'ledimia] (3 45) #%

EE 3 i
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b2 3 ki3

1-2. Aksyonof, a young merchant-:- was going to the Nizhni Fair. -y HFEW AR ETHE
WREEELRBZEBTHE., 3—4.“Don’t go ,dear, I’ ve had a bad dream about you. ” 3
BHLHET . (EAORMT — X FROEA.  5-6. “Are you afraid I’ 1l drink?” K
BHEOR(ERKZETE)RBEE? 7-8. “something scares me,---what it is. ” H{EE{H
RBREEN BRBEHEALRERA 2FEE. (EMiKE=1don’t know what I am afraid of ,
but I am afraid of something. 9. a grey-haired old man. (ZEF>—4PHEXFEA. 10.
drove away = went away in a carriage REFDZZEZHH LT  10-11. When he had
travelled half way, X{hE®|¥i% 12-13. They went to bed in adjoining rooms. i fi]BE
FoAHARMY B3I E.  14-15. paid his bill, and drove on his way {1 T B #/S4E4ERE 17-
18. there drove up a troika with-:-got out a police officer and two soldiers —f =T T hr iy
BEEMUERHLEFER . NGEL TR -ITEFEMENLE. (droveup FH up &
BliR, BRI m A ez 8. B :run up,come up; from which=from the troika)
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GOD SEES THE TRUTH, BUT WAITS

came to Aksyonof and asked him who he was and where
he came from.

Alksyonof wondered why he was thus gquestioned ; but
the officer went on asking him. “Where did you spend
last night? Were you travelling alone, or with a fellow
merchant? Why did you leave the inn so early?”

Aksyonof said, “Why do you ask me such questions?”

The officer said, “I question you because the mer-
chant with whom you spent last night has been found
dead, with his throat cut. We must see what you’ ve
got in your luggage. ”

They opened Aksyonof’ s luggage. Suddenly the of-
ficer took out of a bag a knife—a bloodstained knife,
and said sharply,“Whose knife is this?”

Aksyonof ,astonished , only stammered, “It’ s not mine,
sir. How is it,in the name of God,that it is in my bag?”
The police officer said,“This morning the merchant

was found dead in bed,with his throat cut,as I told you.
The house was locked from inside. You were the only
person who was there. And now you have this blood-
stained knife in your bag. Everything shows that you
are guilty. ” ‘

Aksyonof swore he was innocent, and that the knife
was not his,but in vain. He was arrested and imprisoned.

The trial came. He was accused of murdering a merchant

accuse [a'kjuiz] v, g

Aksyonof [sk'siinof] (A &)
REEX

arrest [a'rest] ve. il

astonish [a'stonif] ve. ({fi) 4%
i

bloodstained [ 'bladsteind ] ad.
W 3 M58 f

guity ['gilti] ad;. H R ILT
BH

imprison [im'prizn] ve. - 2%
HE WO, Mgk '

invain N3, o

inn [in] n. B&JE

innocent ['inosnt] adj. FCEH

lock [fok] ve. Y-8 I

luggage ['lagidz] n. 173,473
(baggage)

murder ['mada] vt R FE

officer [‘ofisa] n. BE

stammer ['steems] ». 4 R
B

suddenly ['sadnli] adv. ZE4R

swear [swes] (swore [swa],
swom [swon]) vt. K$§

take out & 43k

travel ['traevl] vi. BRAT

trial ['traiol] »n. B H#

wonder {'wando] vt. Xfe--J&F]
#4850
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3. Aksyonof wondered why he was thus questioned; [ THigkBERHR, ¥F4L25
XEERIEIAl. 4. went on asking him=continued to ask him Zk4E& At 5-6. (were you
travelling)with a fellow merchant? (FOERBH—4H ARITE?  8-10. I question you
because the merchant---with his throat cut. F&E K, BE AFEXBL ERFR— LGy
MAEABARREEET .MM HEHEBEIBT T . (with his throat cut P with F2 RN
B45IE) 12-13. the officer took out of a bag a knife—a bloodstained knife. %F J—4
RTEEH -] — — MBI JT. took Y EITER a kinfe, blood-stained knife =
knife stained with blood 14. “whose knife is this?” X&) 7J?  15. Aksyonof, (being)
astonished,only stammered. [ TS ERHEZ &, HEZE B = Aksyonof, as he
was astonished, only stammered. 16. How is it,in the name of God, that it is in my bag?
XN SERNSTER.ZELH WAL XKEREAREWE? it xR that BERES.
in the name of God ZH FFFAIAZ X  19. The house was locked from inside. EEZNE
4t LAY . 21-22. Everything shows that you are guilty. & HIH N FEHREE.
24. But (it was) in vain H B (B BB HIX T 25~p. 6,7. 2. He was accused of
murdering---twenty thousand roubles. fh#i T ERT — N RBRENTEAN FI EMH
7 A5 . robbing him of (AAAFE R E-)
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GOD SEES THE TRUTH, BUT WAITS

from Ryazan and robbing him of twenty thousand
roubles.

His wife was in despair. She came to see her husband
in gaol with her little children.

“It was a bad dream I dreamed. Tell me the truth,
dear, ”she said. “Was it not really you who did it?”

Aksyonof wept bitter tears, thinking that even his
wife suspected him.

“God alone knows,”he said to himself, “that T am
innocent, ”

Aksyonof was sent to Siberia, where he lived for
twenty-six years as a convict. His hair was now as
white as snow, and his beard long and grey. He walked
with an effort;he rarely spoke; and he never laughed.

In prison he was taught how to make boots, and
thereby earned some money, with which he bought a
book named The Lives of the Saints. Daily he read this
book and sang in the choir on Sundays.

The prison authorities noticed the pious obedience of
Aksyonof, who won also the respect of his fellow
prisoners. They sought his advice whenever trouble
arose among them.

One day a new gang of convicts came to the prison.
In the evening the old prisoners gathered round them,
asking for information about the town or village they

arise [o'raiz] vi. B}
authority [o:'0orati] n. 45
beard [biad] ». iHi

bitter ['bita] adj. #iHy
choir [kwaio] ». MEEIE
convict ['konvikt] . SEA
effort [lefot] n. &N

gang [gen] n. —fk,—%§
gaol [dzeil] ». XoBR

gather ['gedo] vi. &

in despair  #5H
information [infa'meifon] 2. ¥

innocent [tinosnt]) adj. TEH

obedience [o'bidjons] n. RN

pious ['paias] adj. BiRH

prison ['prizn] 2. MBK

prisoner ['prizna] n. AR

rarely ['resli] adv. R4, 38

respect [ris'pekt] ». HE

rob [rob] v2. ¥

rouble ['ru:bl] 2. AT (RE %
[iiR: i)

Ryazan ['risazan] (H145) 824

Saint (seint] n. EfE

search [soitf] vt. , vi. 1,8 R

Siberia {sai'biaria] ». (314 )7
AR

suspect [sas'pekt] vz. {F5E

tear [tio] ». HRIH

thereby [8ea'bai] adv. B

weep [wip] (wept[wept])vi.
R
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b2 3 W

6. “Was it not really you who did it ?” X EH LR E R TG (FF LY it 38 who USH
B AWM it IWRAMREIPE T AHHE) 7. Aksyonof wept bitter tears, [ FHE S
™ TR R = Aksyonof cried bitterly.  9-10. “God alone knows, "he said to himself,
“that I am innocent. ” “ {77 L 41K, "fh §iFE . “RELEM.” 13-14. He walked with
effort. fit2b ERHME . (FMEFE R IFHE B2 R X without effort  15. how to make
boots EHH{EM-F 16-17. with which he bought a book named The Lives of the Saints
RXE L —AZ HCE/HFEMYS  which = the money 17-18. sang in the choir on
Sundays $LFF H ${ %2 NE3EB  20-21. who won also the respect of his fellow prisoners
HHBTRFHMIBAMZEE 21-22. whenever troubles arose among them & 2% fth {778
BIES  23. a new gang of convicts — It FHFAIIE A 25-p. 8 L. 1. information about the
town or village (which) they came from fh{{JJRICEFE R I £ A BB  come from (G
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came from. Aksyonof alone sat down near them in silence]

Among them there was a tall, strong man of about
sixty with a grey beard.

“You want to know why I was sent here?”he said
proudly. “Well,Tonly took a horse. Oh, no, T only took
it to get home a little earlier, and the driver was a per-
sonal friend of mine, you know, but they accused me of
stealing. To tell the truth,”he added with a strange
smile, “T can’ t complain, friends; I once did something
wrong indeed, but that time I was not found out. ”

“Where do you come from?”some one asked.

“From Vladimir. My name is Makar Semyonitch. ”

_ At the word Vladimir Aksyonof raised his head and
said, “I say, Semyonitch, do you happen to know
anything of a merchant named Aksyonof of that town?”

“Of course I do. The Aksyonofs are well off, though
their father is a convict, so I hear. I say, old man,
what have you done to come here?”

Aksyonof did not like to talk about his bad luck. He
only sighed and said, “I have been here for twenty-six
years. ”

“For what?”Semyonitch insisted.

“For my own evil deeds. ”

“What evil deeds?”

Aksyonof was silent, but his companions told

accuse [o'kjuz] ve. 4

add (ed] vz. 300,00 F

beard [biad] n. ¥H

companion [kam'penjen] n.
Gifed

complain [kem'plein] v, HAB

convict ['konvikt] ». JRJE

deed [did] n. 77

driver ['draive] n. R

evil ['ivl] vi. K, REH

insist [in'sist] »i. IZ#

fuck [lak] ». BK

Makar Semyonitch [ma:'ka:
sem'jounit]] (A 44D,
FF-EBHEH

of course %R

personal ['paisnal] adj. A

raise [reiz] v2. {5

sigh (sai] vi. L&

silence ['sailons] »n.

silent ['sailont] adj. T#H

tak [tok] vi. Ri%

Viadimir [v'leedimio] (3 45) 28
RERFR(EEFRB AL
11035 B, R E R

well off MKy
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2-3. there was a tall, strong man of about sixty with a grey beard A—{PEXEHHIR
F L RARTRE  KEXREBWEM. 5-6. 1only took it to get home a little earlier
BRAAERATR—EBEK,HLUAET ., it = the horse 6-7. a personal friend —PFARE
WA 8. To tell the truth LiFYPE  9-10. I once did something wrong indeed FHHH ¥
F L IRE , (&1 something,anything,nothing HIEFHFENKERE) 11. “Where do you
come from?” RN BEJL3E? 12. (I come)From Vladimir. 3N P HKIRHE, 14. “I
say, Semyonitch,” %R, BB B4 Isay = Tell me 16. The Aksyonofs are well off.
MEEER—FEFEW. 17. Solhear BB W AX RN - 17-18. “Isay, old man,
what have you done to come here?” &iF# . £ T, KRBT THAEA R XEEM? 19
talk about his bad luck, JRE T /88 22. “For what (sins)?” FH A4 (BE)?
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Semyonitch the old man was Aksyonof himself and that
he had been falsely accused of murder, for some one had
killed a merchant and put a bloodstained knife in
Aksyonof’ s bag.

Makar Semyonitch seemed astonished at this account.

So astonished did he seem that Aksyonof began to won-
der if this man knew who had killed the merchant.

He said, “Do you know the truth of that affair? Do
you happen to know who might have killed the
merchant?”

Makar Semyonitch laughed and said, “Why should I
know of that sort of thing? But how could it have been
possible, I wonder, for any thief or murderer to put a
knife in your bag while it was in your room?Why didn’ t
it wake you up?”

At these words Aksyonof began to suspect that it
might be this man himself who had killed the merchant.
That night Aksyonof lay long awake in bed.

All sorts of images of his family rose before his
mind—his wife asking him not to go on that fatal day or
coming to see him in gaol;his children, quite as little as
they were when he parted; himself, once young and
bright, now old and feeble, plunged into misery by false
accusation and living a long life of shame and agony.

“And all this has come out of that villain’ s doing!”

account [o'kaunt] n. L8
accusation [\akju'zeifon] 2. #%

accuse [o'kjuiz] v $§i%

aftair [o'feo] n. B

agony ['agoni] n. ¥

astonish [as'tonif] »2. ()4
o

bloodstained ["blad'steind] ad.
b - B )

false [fols] adj. B

fatal [Heitl] adj. By, 2
friEm

feeble [i:bl] adj. BHM

gaol [dzeil] ». MR

image ['midz] 2. £

Makar Semyonitch [ma:'ka:
sem'jounitf] (A4)
FE-EBARBH

misery ['mizori] n. FE

murder ['moda] w. R, RE

part [pa:t] vi. 5B

punge [plandz] w. A

shame [Jeim] ». BB

suspect [sos'pekt] vz. {REE

villain [Wvilen] n. &

wonder ['wando] w. HE,H
il
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“BIBEX—UI#E S B I EBRMER” FREEREEE.fh—
p -2 R
1. Aksyonof himself f % PEi% 24 A 2. he had been falsely accused of murder, fth ({7
BARRBIDEARLHMIBRILTHARE 5. at this account = when he heard this account
BF TXHEHAR 6-7. So astonished did he seem that - if this man knew who - the
merchant. F L L BIEFEHIT, FMEEEXRFHTFE, RFRUTXPATERERTEA
B A. HEHso-that H§)B] So astonished did he seem that = He seemed so astonished
that, if = whether, who B 5ER]{{i7]. 9-10. Do you happen to know who-+-the merchant?
HFRAFMETHBERERTIARA? 12-14. how could it have been possible:- to put a
knife in your bag--- R REBME RFERNFEE, — M RBHE I RXNFELTR
IR IR T2 G 35 to BUSSE4Y)  14-15. Why didn’ t it wake you up? E 2R B H
mRFEM? 16-17. it might be---who had---merchant FERXFZKECRATHIEA.
(it #§ who Z /S EB4Y) 19. All sorts of images:--before his mind f {5 A IR FP R R £
FELEME O, 21-22. his children, quite as little as they were---parted it #9375 it
BRIRIBLES . 22-24. himself, once young:--, plunged into:--and agomy Tt 5 2,
YLRFESHE NS HELES, BALMIFEMEA RSN EL AEFAREEZ S
#IBEB YA (XEMPAEMMYMAEF> 25, “All this has come---villain’ s doing! ” FF
HRX—UIRE AWM ERGED
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