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Disclaimer

The designations employed and the presentation of the material
in this report do not imply the expression of any opinion
whatsoever on the part of the Secretariet of the United Nations
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area,
or of its authorities, or concerning delimitation of its frontiers
or boundaries, orfegarding its economic system or degree of
development. The analysis, conclusions and recommendations
of this reports do not necessarily reflect the views of the United
Nations Human Settlements Programme or its Governing
Council.

UN-HABITAT nor its official, officer and staff warrant to
accuracy of the Chinese translation of this publication and

shall not be liable for any losses caused by such reliance on

the accuracy of such information. If any questions arise related
to the accuracy of the information contained in the Chinese
translation, please refer to the English version of the publication
which is the official version of the document. Any discrepancies
or difference created in the translation are not binding and have
no legal effect.
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With more than half of the world’s population now living
in urban areas, this is the urban century. Harmonious
urbanization, the theme of this fourth edition of the State
of the World’s Cities, has never been more important.

Cities embody some of society’'s most pressing
challenges, from pollution and disease to unemployment
and lack of adequate shelter. But cities are also venues
where rapid, dramatic change is not just possible but
expected. Thus they present real opportunities for
increasing energy efficiency, reducing disparities in
development and improving living conditions in general.
National and local governments can promote harmonious
urbanization by supporting pro-poor, inclusive and
equitable urban development and by strengthening
urban governance structures and processes. History
demonstrates that integrated urban policy can be a solid
path towards development.

Contrary to popular opinion, inequality and the
unsustainable use of energy are not inevitable aspects
of urban development, nor are they necessary for
urbanization and economic growth to occur. Rather,
as this report illustrates, cities can advance the
prosperity of their inhabitants while achieving equitable
social outcomes and fostering the sustainable use of
resources. Today, many small, well-managed cities in
both the developing and developed worlds are enjoying
rapid growth, giving us a chance to stave off entrenched
poverty and cultivate healthy environments in which
people can thrive.

The data and analysis contained in this report are
intended to improve our understanding of how cities
function and what we, as a global community, can
do to increase their livability and unity. In that spirit, |
commend this report to policymakers, mayors, citizen’ s
groups and all those concerned with the welfare of our
urbanizing world.

ZL.

Ban Ki-moon
Secretary-General
United Nations
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Half of humanity now lives in cities, and within two
decades, nearly 60 per cent of the world's people will
be urban dwellers. Urban growth is most rapid in the
developing world, where cities gain an average of 5
million residents every month. As cities grow in size
and population, harmony among the spatial, social
and environmental aspects of a city and between
their inhabitants becomes of paramount importance.
This harmony hinges on two key pillars: equity and
sustainability.

The world has witnessed for the past year some of the
social challenges associated with global warming and
climate change. The rise in prices of fuel and food has
provoked angry reactions worldwide and threatens to
eradicate, in many instances, decades of social and
economic advancement. This relatively new threat to
harmonious urban development is nonetheless directly
linked to poorly planned and managed urbanization.
Urban sprawl, high dependence on motorized transport
and urban lifestyles that generate excessive waste and
consume large amounts of energy are some of the
major contributors to the global increase in greenhouse
gas emissions.

However, data analyzed by UN-HABITAT shows that not
all cities contribute to global warming and climate change
in the same way. While wealthier cities tend to produce
more emissions than less wealthy cities, as higher
incomes often translate into higher energy consumption,
significant differences in emissions are also found
between cities of similar wealth. Some cities in developed
countries have, for example, been reducing their per
capita energy consumption and emissions through
better transport planning and energy conservation.
At the same time, other cities in newly industrializing
countries are increasing per capita emissions through the
combined impact of motorization and increased energy
consumption. The findings presented in this report
clearly show that policies that promote energy-efficient
public transport, that reduce urban sprawl and that
encourage the use of environmentally-friendly sources
of energy, can reduce a city's ecological footprint and
carbon emissions significantly. In fact, cities provide a
real opportunity to mitigate and reverse the impact of
global climate change. Properly planned cities provide
both the economies of scale and the population densities
that have the potential to reduce per capita demand for
resources such as energy and land.

The world is also confronting the challenge of increasing
disparities between the rich and the poor. This edition
of the State of the World's Cities shows that spatial and
social disparities within cities and between cities and
regions within the same country are growing as some
areas benefit more than others from public services,

infrastructure and other investments. Evidence presented
in this report also shows that when cities already have
high levels of inequality, spatial and social disparities are
likely to become more, and not less, pronounced with
economic growth. High levels of urban inequality present
a double jeopardy. They have a dampening effect on
economic growth and contribute to a less favourable
environment for investment.

But just as importantly, urban inequality has a direct
impact on all aspects of human development, including
health, nutrition, gender equality and education. In
cities where spatial and social divisions are stark or
extreme, lack of social mobility tends to reduce people’s
participation in the formal sector of the economy and
their integration in society. This exacerbates insecurity
and social unrest which, in turn, diverts public and
private resources from social services and productive
investments to expenditures for safety and security.
Pro-poor social programmes, equitable distribution of
public resources and balanced spatial and territorial
development, particularly through investments in urban
and inter-urban infrastructure and services, are among
the most effective means for mitigating or reversing the
negative consequences of urban inequality.

Many cities and countries are addressing these
challenges and opportunities by adopting innovative
approaches to urban planning and management that
are inclusive, pro-poor and responsive to threats posed
by environmental degradation and global warming.
From China to Colombia, and everywhere in between,
national and local governments are making critical
choices that promote equity and sustainability in
cities. These governments recognize that cities are not
just part of the problem; they are, and must be, part
of the solution. Many cities are also coming up with
innovative institutional reforms to promote prosperity
while minimizing inequity and unsustainable use of
energy. Enlightened and committed political leadership
combined with effective urban planning, governance and
management that promote equity and sustainability are
the critical components to the building of harmonious
cities.

CA—IG Qe

Anna K. TIBAIJUKA
Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director

United Nations Human Settlements Programme
(UN-HABITAT)
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Central governments play a critical role
in determining the prosperity and growth of cities
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can be achieved through consistent and targeted investments in
transport and communications infrastructure
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economically unsustainable
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rise could have a devastating impact on coastal cities

EIRFINREMTNRE, SRTETEERRN
N+HERASBEFELA. SBEERIEHESEELEH
FATREXDE BT AE T A QER REMHEME. £
SEEN, EXETALARNERNEREE/RTFIOm
RS R £ FNA O FORZEHTAD. 5
MR, MITHAMIEMNFZNESZEGE. Hhixi
KOFZRBHTREEBRABKERGNER
BiE. BMOWH, EHNEMAUEEHLRMBERHTH
WIARSEER ERTBEANR R, B A FE5X L3l 77 A T B At
WELARPERET, RERRRKNERIR DT
. —EBFHEEH, HHREAODBFATEFEE
MHFZR KN BRI ATMEFNE S ZIGE. i1
EERR—RBRBEMR, HIINERBEERS 265
MIHPK RS RIMAE RN, XEHH e RE
BIERRFNIE R MRS, DUB S 7E R SRS R R M S
FRo

MRIFIZ RN Planning for Harmonious Cities

HHAUNZRERMBDE, CENKIEELLNS
B BEMFL. A, 2EHTHAL. #2. Xk
MAMRBE=EREHTHYREARS, MHHMILELER
ERHEE.

IWREBTAEMERRNMER AR, WAL
WA TBERIEA—TEARM T HHRANEEH
BUHT, MUANBREE. HHERAEE. HHRKF KR
= BRI WBKERERNTAETRNEE[E®
TEER R M EM— LR IR TR R B G E — ke
BT SRMEEIF MM T ROV EEER, SUDHR A
EMRENLR.

WRSAREMEEHEEATERE Commitment to pro-poor

inclusive urban development

BYHES ARENTSIR. B ORMNLE
S, BNFARAF=RMBSHRE, FSEHREE
BOTRFERER EEBRIT. IERTHRRBAN
HAERRBRREMREIREEARS, RNTUKLK
RREH™ REMNRE, WMEERN T HTRAZER S
o

BESH T LUBEH AL L B BRI — L BE
MFRIERE, HERTEEEL. ABRAEARSHS

MR ¥ SHXTATHE RAA21 ME RS2 .
W EERMETEN SIS R REFH LR USR5
TABAEE, XIEARILBNEFHERRZE WL
RARRE T XETHNMY. ZRERB, RPINRERE
ERELRDUWBEEAA MY, YBFLHRE
DHRPXLAFE, RRIIERSRE. XEFHER:
) AKINAMBUAERE; 2) #HI6IF; 3) Boknd
MERERL: 4) FROBENIT: 5) B BNAITRE
Ml 6) KIMAEFTHN.

BUREE, HHEBNERNAE, AL ETR
ENEENRRESEAR XBMNER. EX5HE,
—EBRRYNETELZH TEEIT NN T KREGE
SA. MBS AKRERBUHE, TRAOREMR
RENRNEERTHEFENMFE AN, M
ERE LHRBTHTNER. TIEMETHLEEE
mT, BURRE N £ SCHER B B 2 E W 2 {ER
THHERSRBNRE, FESHIRRYTREAR
=%

EFHMEAEWMT Governing in a city of cities

WHERY KHBEERBTHNRL, ZREE
SKLTE RE T X MR IR AIREN, DR E A28
KOBRFEE . BEEROBHTRES, SRR
M ® BTHRE NYBEENNENTE. LR,
SR REMMSHRS— RS 508. XEFREE
AT AR I AT IR . R AR FBOS FI 25 19 4 8
HHERFRAERRT. MENTRSERRESZ
RAMERBREL .

#RH AT A L HE R M B4 T R Y R R
BE. BOINAS. SROMBERA . B5EET -5
MEMEAN 2RSS, BISERENEABTIHR
RURERIN X % BRI MBI X A, 1XLEERa 1
BRI

B—HmEE TN ESM A X RETF SR
S5ZEHBRER. EEMERRSFEEHELHTH
B, BULMREETSSH2E. B EREEit g
EMFEHER, BETRRERRBURFEMATIRERET
XIAER M RE B 4 B R HE RS M AT R DA B B R4
B.

ARMEBTX AR ETHNAIEL RS R THIE,
MIATIAS I TE A QB EHEEE: 1) SEs58—H
TRIESURT B SR 1 it 52 3 0 9% U5 1 3 (R R 338 7 = e 4




&, RBFEENH—DRR, NNEEENTIRE
KAMXEHEE; 2) HTHe8L 2 t—HREBNES
ARERER IR X PR 2255 & R 1 e s R B P AR
WRFTFR, ASSHEFF5 AN KBRS E; 3)
R AR EF—REUT B EBCRIR S S M T 464
RBERRER, UKEXRREREMABRELFHEK,
mn: BEAHZBREFHETEE; 4) BRBFHER
RARPENX MBS EMIEE™, HAEEFHT
SKH CAMA” BTt TE.

ElZ. &7 E R 8 E i E S B A RE B4R ALAD
EHREMETRR. SEXAEHNEASHRATSNE
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and local authorities can achieve harmonious regional and urban

development, provided they share a common vision and demonstrate

suffi cient political will
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