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Unit T

Background Information

Higher Education in the USA

USA has more than 3,300 accredited colleges and universities, which offer a
wide range of graduate and undergraduate programs.

Undergraduate Programs (Bachelor’s Degree)

This is the first level of post-secondary education that begins after 12 years
of primary and secondary schooling. It includes at least 4 years of education and
earns a bachelor’s degree. There are also two-year programs which earn an asso-
ciate degree. A student who has an associate degree has to study further for a
minimum of 2 years to earn a bachelor’s degree.

Graduate Programs (Master’s & Doctorate Degree)

Graduate programs usually involve one year or more of education depend-
ing on the subject or course, and earns a master’s or doctoral degree like MBA,
MS or PhD. Admission to a graduate program usually requires a minimum of 16
years of formal education. That is, 12 years of primary and secondary schooling
and further 4 years of college education.

Types of Institutions

There is no central ministry of education in the US and each institution can
wnie 1| 1




determine its own programs and admission standards. There are private as well as
state funded colleges. Universities are academic institutions that include one or
more undergraduate colleges, as well as any number of graduate and professional
schools, i.e. schools offering study for a single profession such as law. Four year
colleges are undergraduate institutions offering academic programs leading to a
bachelor’s degree. Community colleges or junior colleges are undergraduate insti-
tutions offering up to two years of academic instruction beyond secondary school
at a relatively low cost. These offer certificate programs that last for a few months
to a year as well as associate degrees. Institutes of technology or polytechnic
institutes offer specialized programs in sciences and engineering, in addition to
basic sciences, humanities and the social sciences, at both the graduate and
undergraduate levels.

(Source: http://www.infozee.com/usa/education.htm)

The Ivy League

The term “Ivy League” is informally used to describe eight East Coast uni-
versities — Brown, Cornell, Columbia, Dartmouth, Harvard, Princeton, the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, and Yale — which are acknowledged as among the most
prestigious postsecondary schools in the United States. The ivy image derives
from the fact that these institutions are also among the oldest in the country, with
stately buildings and beautiful historic campuses. Because of highly selective
admissions criteria, an “Ivy League” degree represents the near-guarantee that a
graduate will rise to the top of his — or, only since the 1970s, her — profession
(the Ivy League colleges were originally all-male institutions).

The term itself did not originally connote academic excellence: it was coined
in the late 1930s by Cas Adams, a New York Herald-Tribune reporter, who be-
stowed the name on the schools because he noticed that buildings on all eight
campuses were covered in vines. Before the 1880s, contacts between these insti-
tutions were few until intercollegiate athletic teams began to develop.

Walter Camp, a Yale student in the 1870s, had all but invented college foot-
ball and, by the turn of the century, the eight universities were dominating the
sport.

With applications to most Ivy League universities topping 20,000 a year by
the 1990s, and acceptance rates hovering between 10 and 15 percent, it is not hard
to see how the Ivy League sets the benchmark against which other postsecondary



institutions are measured. Many high school seniors and their parents invest so
much in acceptances — from SAT preparation classes to costly counselors —
that they overlook colleges that do not have such recognizable brand names.

I. Summary of the Text
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II. Key Words and Expressions

1. distinct .
adi,. D ARG, FEE, §HTHEEFEL [[Fapparent] [
obscure ]
[ 744 ] He speaks with a distinct Shanghai accent. 3L % A 8 49

LtigaF.,
@ A REAEy, ~Fl& [[F different) [ identical]

[ %4 1 Itis inappropriate for you to use the same expression on two dis-
tinct occasions. 1 /2 P FF B R R F 64 35 648 ) B A 84 £k 7
RAREGH Y, '

{4~ & 1 distinctness n. F]; A8




distinctly adv. RF)3#; 50 83

{ ##7 1 distinctive il distinct 2R 5 BB W BE, g E R
R “FRBKAY” (special) , 1M J5 # W REIEE “AIREY” (different) |
“BH /Y7 (apparent) .

2. square
vt. &vi. O () ’RFH; #F, () A
[ # & 1 square one’s cap ZF X A918F
@ () A, () Foily
[ %44 1 He tried to square himself with his parents. #.2~Z &5 LA
x % »%iV\
@ = /ﬂ i-
[ %4 1 After 10 years’ hard work, Matilda finally squared the debt. + -
HFETHE, BFERBLATEFTHSH.
adj, O EFFe4, HAH
[ #4 1 Other people built tall, square houses on hills, but Wright did not
want to lose the beauty of the hill. S| AZE L Ei#i& F 569w
FHEGET, ERFIRBLELLT X,
@ 2-F44 [[F fairl
[ %4 ] We want to play a square game. X118 &L 17,-F 69 tL3E.
@ #iFey
[ %4 1 He was square with his landlord. &R R 5 & 64 K.
@ F 74
[ %9 1 This shopping mall is said to cover 420,000 square meters. ##{iX
BREH LM A2 T FFH K.
adv. E3t%, 24
[ #4491 The boxer hit his rival square on the jaw. £ & F— & ¥ 3 F
T,
[ 9 & ] squarely adv. 73, HAH
squareness n. FH; JuH)iE, —£XRH
(=81 O *4square fEshinlAT, AMEIE:
square away #IF: de---70A2 kR EF MK
square off <E>IBHAEREY, HFEHER
square up £ F KE R %
square up to A& (BAAEF)
@ Y square fE&IAIRT, FHEIE:

L4 |




on the square &R %E. A
out of square & LA
@) Y square fEIEZ AT, AR
fair and square 2~-F &9 .
a square peg in a round hole RiEAJ2 4 IR F A

3. glance

vi. 124, %% —A& [[A glimpse, skim, scan]

[ %449 ] The waiter handed the menu to him but he only glanced at it and
ordered a glass of black tea. IR % R # 4 —1 K £, {2482
BT —)k, RELTHER.

n. —%, %% —%& [[Fglimpse]

[ %44 ] He gave the newspaper a glance before breakfast. 4t &€ F- 4R Al
R T — TR,

[ 38 1 glance at &%, KBEA
He glanced at his watch and then looked at the sky. f. & 7 & F
k, REXATARE.

[ #4711 glance, glimpse, skim, scan
XA ER A W R E” R {H glimpse
JF ik HIE I E] G glance BB, AREERITOM,
skim Fl scan = ZE5R P8 75 79 B BEARR

4. demeanor
n. 474 #ak; KU [[F) bearing, behavior, conduct, manner, deportment ]
[ %4 1 Her arrogant demeanor turned everybody away. #4540, A
NBZRE.
[ 8222 ] demean (EATHA LR EAHAE) + or (HiAEH)
[ 3 & ] demean v. BAK---69 5

5. grope
vi. & vt. % B B MR H L HF K [[F search, explore, fumble, feel,
look for]
[ %44 1 He groped for the door handle in the dark. f& 7 2B F 3£ & 4 1]
5.
We are groping after the truth. &AM EIRK & A,




[ /1 groping adj, 44, WbREH
gropingly adv. %%, By Lk

[ #8 1 grope for 34
grope after 34, K

[o 1 grope RZR XA, W1k, T 5 HALRE X HI7ET
ERRIETE R ECE AN E AT R A R IR
L]

. tip (sb.) off

WP e R & Sk, BT

[ %4 1 If he had not been tipped off to flee in time, he would have been
killed. 4o R {te 3 S0 I8 AT o7 B R 5 Ait ik B 6995, foF-aha A

7.
U2 ] BEiEfERR “HRAENGE SRR BN, K
A ET,
_ maneuver

n. (D %% []q] strategy, tactic, scheme]

[# % 1 The football player tried every maneuver to score a goal, but was
blocked by the goalkeeper of the rival team. X {3 & 3Ki% 2 i F
FAWARUER, THLEAMS T FITRLERT.

@ [H] (FFPARALIAGY) KA 2

[# % 1 Russia and China planned for allied maneuvers along the border.

PR R AR RITHREEFR T,
@ (Fray) Ak, A

[ %4 1 General Barrett came to realize the enemy army’s attempts of a flank-

ing maneuver. & # &M F AR K FEMEL O A,
@ s5it, fe#2

[# 9 1 Jack worked out a crafty maneuver to outwit his powerful rivals. &
A —FFHB, FRIEHL,

vi. & vt. O P&

L% T Itis very important for a general to be good at maneuvering armies
on the battlefield. * F—&#E ki, &TAKY LAREE
FRREELY,

@ 4\, &ik4%--- [[d] scheme, manipulate ]
(#o ]Jiang Jieshi tried every means to maneuver General Yang Hucheng

| amie 1



into giving in to the Japanese army, only to be detained later. %
e FHFEIHERHEARKERAFRD, ERAMKER
T,

[ 472 ] mancuverable adj. 253180, A FhHE
maneuverability n. 7T #RAFM, M3k

[ # 8 1 mancuver sb. into / out of doing sth. FIEEAM/ REEF

. come to one's feet

skA¢ & [[A] stand up]

[ #4 4 ] The boxer was hit hard on the head and fell on the ground heavily.
But to everyone’s relief, he came to his feet within ten seconds and
went on fighting. iX4i & F KT FHEH, 24E4E 104
WX HEARAXETRRFEGEILE, LHEMAARNT —O

A

Riw
[izae ) XANMEBREE, HEM foor AXMEIERE ., LUT#1t
%

fall on one’s feet TAMBE L1

have one foot in the grave SRR K HF

rise / spring / struggle to one’s feet 3 (Bb. #$4LF) A2k
set foot on / in ¥ £ (#N)

~ Veiod
show the cloven foot 5% BB

. sneak

vi. farfirseA, & ([ steal, slink, lurk, creep]

[ 174 & ] Just as the thief sneaked into the bedroom of the owner, he was
caught on the spot by the awaiting policeman. My R Gt P £
ENE, RRTFOFRINHERRNTAES.

vt. frfTdZaEe [1HE]R S

[ ¥4 ] Seeing so many fancy candies in the bowl on the table, the little
boy couldn’t help sneaking a handful into his mouth. & %| £ £ &9
BMEAXLSEXEHGER, P HFHERLFEIRT —Feik
iR R,

adj. % #tAT8Y

[ ¥4 ] London suffered a great loss in the sneak attack by the terrorists.

THEEH > TFOMETREABE.




n. BREZGA, WAL GITH

[ &)

[ #8)

sneaker n. iE#h#

sneaking adj. frfir#tigey, F&0ay
sneakingly ady. firfiri, HE&5

sneaksby n. MrTIEHA, RAREEHA
sneaky adj. RE69, FEy

sneak in #F2, FEA

sneak into #yyi& it

sneak out (of) firfrig & ; #H

sneak up on sb. AL EA

10. composed
adj. Hi#%eY, &4 [ calm, cool, balanced, self-possessed, dispassionate,
imperturbable, placid, sedate, serene ]

[e ]

[ mx28 )
[ &)

It is necessary for one to keep composed when facing unexpected
incidents. £ R KX FH @ ATRBFILE L RARA LE 0.
com- (F] —) + pose (&#) + -(e)d JERIAFHR)

composedly adv. 4L% 3, A&

composedness n. 487, L&

composed =M compose [N7A4E R, & # e 82 1Y) S0
CHA, MR, R A R IERZ, .
composing FE, MR, Ax; HF

composite &&bq, FAH; SR

composition B4, HX; ma; AA_M

compositional A%

compositive 2L, S b9, EREG, RAH
compositor HF TA; HA

11. sb.’s heart goes out to sb. else
Bl 3% A [[A] take pity on sb.]

[a]

[ 58]

Seeing a picture depicting a mother crying over her dead baby
killed by the tsunami, my heart went out to her. & %| —{z &% %
WEBRT A BT RIFERSLGB R, KTE
W) 7 4.

XM EFIERIMEIE, AX heart FH WAEELA

a heart of gold /& & &% A

a heart of oak R3% F ey A



