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1. To improve the reading skill of

guessing new or unfamiliar words

by means of the context.
2. To acquire an understanding of

globalization.

3. To illustrate how globalization

affected our life and work



Section A Reading Skill

Guessing New or Unfamiliar Words

The context helps you guess the meaning of new or unfamiliar words.

Studies of good readers show that they are aware of different contexts in which words are
set. These are commonly referred to as contextual aids. Good readers use the surrounding
words to help them recognize and understand new words or meanings. This reading skill is the
most important tool for sound vocabulary development, and it can be mastered and developed.
The context can often provide important information which helps you guess the meanings of
unfamiliar words. During your first reading of a text, it is usually recommended not to stop and
consult your dictionary. This will interrupt your process of reading and understanding. The
meanings of unknown words and phrases become clear as you continue to read through the
text. The dictionary can be used at a later stage.

For instance:

Suppose you are unsure of the meanings of the words cracked, tremendous and
confounding in the following sentence: Therefore, he cracked a tremendous joke with men, by
confounding their languages, so that they could not understand each other, and were forced to
spread to different parts of the world.

You may begin to figure out that cracked a joke means made a Joke. And you might realize
that the joke was very great, because people were forced to spread to different parts of the
world. Therefore you may know that tremendous joke means very big joke. Confounding their
languages means making their languages puzzled or confused, which suggests the meaning to
you that people could not understand each other.

Task Read the above reading skill about guessing new words.
Try to guess the meanings of the underlined words and choose the correct
answer .
Mark one letter A, B or C in your book.
1. London dealers acknowledge the push to go electronic gradually has eroded their use of
trading slang. 4 b

A. destroyed B. appealed C. studied
2. Marketers need strong brands and icons that people can identify with. _
A. products B. pictures C. books

3. They came together to discuss buildiné ‘a cit : great one world
metropolitan, a One World Center. oA
A. town B. country C. city




4. You are the child of a successful entrepreneur and the family business has been entrusted to you
A. given B. gone C. stayed
5. Online retailers also deploy similar techniques to entice people to their websites and to

make a purchase.
A. persuade B. stop C. refuse

Section B Text

. Before you read, please think about two questions.
1. What words and expressions will you probably think of when
globalization is mentioned? Why?

2. Some countries have become rich so quickly that global productions
of energy and food have been unable to match the pace. What does
pace mean?

Reading Evaluation
Reading Speed Evaluation | Your Performance
About 80 wpm Excellent
About 70 wpm Average
About 60 upm You need to do more practice.




Words: 331 words
Suggested Reading Time: 5 minutes

This Global Show Must Go On

The last 20 years have brought the world more trade, more globalization and more
economic growth than any previous periods in history. Few commentators' could have believed
that such a fast rise in trade and living standards was even possible.

According to the World Bank, more than 400 million Chinese climbed out of poverty
between 1990 and 2004. India’s economy is growing rapidly too. Ordinary people often
question the benefits of international trade and now many intellectuals® are also turning more
skeptical’. Some countries have become rich so quickly that global productions of energy and
food have been unable to match the pace'. However, rapid economic growth is a good thing,
even if some of the remaining poor are suffering from high food prices. The volume of trade is
likely to keep rising because the world economy is expanding.

The globalization process has had its bumps’, as reflected recently by rising commodity
prices, but they are largely a consequence of how much and how rapidly prosperity has grown.

By 2010, China will have more Ph. D. scientists and éngineers than the United States.
These professionals are not a threat. To the contrary, they are creators whose ideas are likely
to improve the lives of ordinary people. The more access® Chinese have to other markets, the
more they can afford higher education.

What is really happening is that many people, whether in the United States or abroad , are
unduly’ suspicious about economic relations with foreigners. These complaints come from basic
human nature — namely, our tendency to divide people into “in groups” and “out groups. ”
Americans fear that foreigners will rise at their expense or “control” some aspects of the
American economy.

It is wrong to play down® the costs of globalization, but the reality is that we’ve been
playing down its benefits for a long time.

If we look at trends over the last 20 years, we have every reason to believe that the
modern era of free trade is just getting started.

From Times, June 8, 2008
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t Globalization
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Read through the new words
and expressions, and then
1. commentator ['komenteita | n. write down the equivalent in

an expert who makes a remark or gives Chitiess.
an opinion
2. intellectual [ jinti'lektjual] n. L
a person who uses the mind creatively
3. skeptical [ 'skeptikal ] adj. 2
not likely to believe something without proof
4. pace [peis | n. 3
the rate of moving ( especially walking or
running ) 4
5. bump [ bamp] n.
blow, knock or impact 5
6. access [ 'zkses] n.
the right to enter 6
7. unduly [ An'dju:li] ady. i
to a level which is more than is necessary, 7
acceptable or reasonable
8. play down 3

to make something seem less important or
less bad than it really is

Task 1 Read the above passage and then judge whether the following
statements are True (T) or False (F).

() 1. Many commentators had believed that such a fast rise in trade and living
standards was possible.




() 2. More than 400 million Chinese were no longer poor between 1990 and 2004.
() 3. Some countries have become rich so quickly that global productions of energy

and food have not been able to match the pace.

() 4. Rapid economic growth is a bad thing, because some poor people are suffering
from high prices.

() 5. If we look at trends over the last 20 years, we can believe that the modern era of
free trade is just getting started.

Task 2 Are the following statements “Right” or “Wrong”?
If there is not enough information to say “Right” or “Wrong”, choose
“Doesn’t say”.
For each statement, mark one letter A, B or C in your book.

1. The last 25 years have brought the world more trade, more globalization and more
economic growth than any previous periods in history. ,

A. Right B. Wrong C. Doesn’t say
2. India’s economy is growing not so fast.

A. Right B. Wrong C. Doesn’t say
3. We live in a world called “The Global Village”.

A. Right B. Wrong C. Doesn’t say

4. What is really happening is that many people are too suspicious about economic
relations with foreigners.

A. Right B. Wrong C. Doesn’t say
5. We need to be open-minded so as to realize our dream: one world, one dream.
A. Right B. Wrong C. Doesn’t say

Task 3 Work in pairs and answer the following questions.

1. How can you understand the sentence “Few commentators could have believed that
such a fast rise in trade and living standards was even possible?”

2. What do ordinary people often question?

3. Why is the volume of trade likely to keep rising?

4. Where do those complaints come from?

Task 4 Questions for discussion.

As a college student, what should you do to prepare for globalization?




/
How do you acceler#te reading speed?

Reading speed is/ used to measure how fast we can finish reading. Some good ways to
improve reading skillé are as follows : skimming the passage for the general idea, scanning for
specific information, and guessing unknown words. We should focus on reading attentively
(not to read back) and silently ( not to read aloud) , sentence by sentence, instead of word by
word. By these'. means, we may improve our reading speed. In the following units, you will
learn reading skills which lead to a better understanding of the passage and an increase in your
reading speed. Once you acquire special reading habits and skills, you will find its magic and
benefits in your reading and studying.

Reading Evaluation
Reading Speed Evaluation Your Performance
About 100 wpm Excellent
About 90 wpm Average
About 80 wpm You need to do more practice.

Before you read the passage, please guess the meanings of the underlined words.

1. Despite the strong will of Asian nations in regional integration, the future for an
integrated Asia remained obscure, said Long Yongtu, secretary-general of BFA.

2. Asia has become the most dynamic region with the greatest development potential in
the world.

Words: 357 words
Suggested Reading Time . 4 minutes

Advance Peace, Cooperation and Harmony in Asia
—— Keynote Speech at the Opening Ceremony of the Annual
Conference 2007 of the Boao Forum for Asia

The theme of this annual conference, namely Asia Winning in Today’s Global Economy —
Innovation and Sustainable Development, is a’ significant one, as it gives full expression to the




need for development and prosperity in
Asia. Asia is a vast continent with time-
honored history, splendid culture, rich
resources and a large population. What
is particularly encouraging is that the
sustained development in individual
Asian countries has led to increasingly
closer economic links within the region,
flourishing  regional  dialogue and
cooperation,, expanding common
interests and heightening awareness of
the Asian identity. Development and

cooperation in Asia are enjoying
unprecedented momentum. Asia has
become the most dynamic region with the greatest development potential in the world and an
engine driving world economic growth. It is playing an increasingly important role in promoting
the noble cause of peace and development of mankind. We have full confidence in Asia’s future.
Since 2000, Asia’s GDP has grown by over 6 percent annually, contributing to 20 percent of the
world’s economic growth. Asia’s economy, trade, and foreign exchange reserves make up one
fourth, one third, and three fourths of the world’s total respectively, said Wu, chairman of the
Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress. .

He also said cooperation is an important way to accelerate development in Asia. Although
Asia is still in the initial stage of economic integration, the Asian countries and regions are
eager to enhance win-win cooperation, and regional and sub-regional cooperation is in full
swing. It is expected that with the world moving closer to multi-polarization and economic
globalization gaining momentum, regional cooperation in Asia will be steadily enhanced and
this will benefit not only Asia but also other regions in the world. We should make full use of
the existing cooperation mechanisms, expand cooperation to more areas, improve ways of
cooperation and raise cooperation efficiency to boost regional cooperation in Asia.

Despite the strong will of Asian nations in regional integration, the future for an integrated
Asia remained obscure, said Long Yongtu, secretary-general of the Boao Forum for Asia
(BFA). He predicted that at least 50 more years are needed to achieve that goal.

From Beijing Review, May 17, 2007
Task Read the above passage again.
Choose the correct answer according to the passage.

Mark one letter A, B or C in your book.

1. What is the theme of the Annual Conference 2007 of the Boao Forum for Asia?
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Globalization.

Innovation.

Innovation and sustainable Development.

What makes up one third and three fourths of the world’s total respectively?

Asia’s foreign exchange reserves, economy and its trade.

Asia’s economy, trade and foreign exchange reserves.

Asia’s trade and foreign exchange reserves.

As Asia has become the most dynamic region, what are enjoying unprecedented

momentum for it according to the passage?

A.
B.
C.
4.

Peace and cooperation.

Development and cooperation.

Peace and development.

Since 2000, Asia’s GDP has grown by over 6 percent annually, contributing to 20

percent of the world economic. What does GDP stand for?

B.
C.

A.
B.
C.
5.
A.
B.
C.
6.

development?

A. Positive.
Indifferent.
Surprised.

Gross Domestic Product.

Genuine Domestic Product.

Gross Developed Product.

How many years are needed to achieve that goal according to Long Yongtu’s speech?
50 years.

More than 50 years.

Less than 50 years.

Which of the following adjectives can best describe the speaker’s attitude toward Asia’s

Reading Evaluation
Reading Speed Reading Evaluation Your Performance
About 95 wpm Excellent
About 85 wpm Average
About 75 wpm You need to do more practice.




Words: 288 words
Suggested Reading Time: 3. 5 minutes

Cheers to More Wine

As more Chinese become
familiar with wine, international
winemakers are paying close
attention to the Chinese market.
More and more Chinese, both
young and old from different lines of
business, come to buy foreign
wine. People buy wine to give
friends as a (1) or to
drink themselves.

At the Shuangjing branch of
Carrefour, there are more than 1,

000 types of wine, and a foreign
wine professional to give recommendations. French wine takes (2) half of the
sales, according to Delamalle, who has just become director of Sopexa, a promotional
organization of French food and wine in China.

For the second time since 2005, China was listed at the 10th place in the world wine
consumption rankings, (3) 2.2 percent of the world’s wine consumption in 2006.
The country’s wine (4) is expected to increase by 69. 5 percent from 2006-2011 ,
according to a study this year by Vinexpo and IWSR (International Wine and Spirit Record) ,
(5) on Feb 27, in Beijing, based on current trends in the international wine and
spirit markets.

Organizers of Vinexpo Asian-Pacific, which is to be (6) from May 27-29 in
Hong Kong, presented the report at a press conference in Beijing. The Vinexpo/IWSR study
forecasts that, against a background of substantial economic growth, the annual growth of wine
consumption in China will (7) from 7 percent per year, which was the case
between 2002-2006, to 13 percent per year from 2006-2011. By 2011, Chinese drinkers are
expected to drink more than 1. 1 billion bottles, or 828 million liters of wine per year. France

remains the (8) supplier of wine to the Chinese market, providing 33. 3 percent of
all imported still light wine in volume. It is followed by Australia, the United States, Chile
and Spain.

From China Daily, March 5, 2008, Page




Task Read the passage.
Choose the correct word ( A, B or C) to fill each gap.

up
putting
price
released

hold

raise

NN A LD~
>R

surprising

gift B.

FEEEE®E®

letter

down
representing
consumption
said

was held
rise

experienced

Section D Case Study

oo o

ocnOn

thank
towards
holding
cost
record
held
rose

leading

Direction: Read the following case within 2 minutes and show off your wits.

Honda in Guangzhou

By 2010, China’s automobile
production is projected to reach
9.4 million, and China could
become the number-one
automaker in the world by
2020. China began to produce
and export the automobiles and
components in 2005. A new
Honda factory in Guangzhou
was built in 2004 both for the
export and domestic markets

and was expected to ship 30, 000 passenger vehicles to Europe in 2005. It produced a wide
range of automobiles. By the end of 2004 China had become the world’s fourth largest

automotive vehicle manufacturer.

The Honda factory in Guangzhou produces the Honda automobiles made in China. As far as
we are concerned, Honda products made in Japan are a famous brand worldwide. Nevertheless,

Honda automobiles as well as some components made in Guangzhou are widely accepted by the
Chinese customers, and gradually will also be accepted by the customers in the world.

Show off Your Wits.

Is Honda automobiles made in Guangzhou Chinese products or Japanese products?




