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Abstract

The present work, with its 8 chapters, is one of the
few rare books that give a systematic study of the poet and
his ci poems. The first chapter scrutinizes in a very careful
way some misty issues concerning Wu’s life, including his
family name, dates of birth and death, reasons for
remaining a commoner all his life, his social activities and
circle of friends, and his frustrations in love. The second
and third are the two key chapters of the book. Wu’s ci
poems are classified in the second chapter into five groups:
ci poems written out of courtesy, chanting things.,
describing seasons and landscape, on love and reflecting
past memories. When placed in the political, social and
cultural context of the poet’s time, these c¢i poems serve as
vivid pictures of lives of literati who belonged to the upper
and middle classes during the mid-and late South Song
Dynasty, and at the same time reveal the inner world of
the poet. The author maintains that it is impropriate either
to exaggerate or depreciate the social significance of Wu’s
ci poems. The third chapter offers a reading of the ci
poems with particular attention to the unique charms of the
poems. The author thinks that Zhou Ji has been the most
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insightful of the critics of Wu in the past who observes that
WU’s ci poems are characterized by “singular thoughts and
magnificent colours” (qi si zhuang cai, #F B F) and a
structure that “soars into the air and dives into a deep
pool” (teng tian qian yuan , FER¥E ). Regretfully, Zhou
Ji’s comment appears a bit ambiguous and great efforts are
made to pin down linguistic and rhetoric features of Wu’s
ci poems. The author’s careful and detailed analysis leads
to the conclusion that the “singular thoughts” refer to the
richness of imagination. “magnificent colors” refer to the
_intensity of images and the colourful diction, while the
structure that “soars into the air and dives into a deep
pool” indicates the drastic and frequent changes in the use
of techniques, thus Zhou Ji’s ambiguous comment which
has puzzled critics so long is convincingly explained and the
mistiness around Wu’s ci poems is dissolved. Of course it
should also be made clear that some of Wu’s ci poems are
indeed vague in meaning and hard to interpret. The charm
of Wu’s ci poems lies in his transformation of the “graceful
and restrained” ci poems.

The remaining chapters discuss Wu’s views on ci
poems, which are best illustrated when Shen Yifu discusses
criterion for writing ci poems in his A Guide to Song
Writing (Yue Fu Zhi Mi, {RJF#£ ) ; examine Wu’s ci
poems in relations with or in comparison to a number of
poets such as Li He, Li Shangyin, Wen Tingjun, Zhou
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Bangyan, Jiang Kui and Zhou Mi; explain why Wu’s ci
poems were highly regarded in the late Qing Dynasty and
point to the fact that Wu’s followers ultimately aimed at a
style achieved by Zhou Bangyan, the highest level of art.
At the end of the book is a survey of criticisms of Wu’s ci
poems since South Song Dynasty.
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