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The Ephemera: An Emblem of
Human Life

You may remember, my dear friend""!, that when we lately spend
that happy day in the delightful garden and sweet society of the Moulin
Joly™!, 1 stopped a little in one of our walks, and stayed some time
behind the company. We had been shown numberless skeletons of a
kind of little fly, called an ephemera, whose successive generations,
we were told, were bred and expired within the day. I happened to see
a living company of them on a leaf, who appeared to be engaged in
conversation. You know I understand all the inferior animal tongues.
My too great application to the study of them is the best excuse I can
give for the little progress I have made in your charming language.’ 1
listened through curiosity to the discourse of these little creatures; but
as they, in their national vivacity!'*!, spoke three or four together, I
could make but little of their conversation. I found, however, by some
broken expressions that I heard now and then, they were disputing
warmly on the merit of two foreign musicians, one a cousin, the other
a moscheto'!; in which dispute they spent their time, seemingly as
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