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Moby Dick

The Inn

Call me IshrBael. I'd like to tell you a story of the voyage
about my sailing several years ago.

When I was short of money and wanted to change my life,
I went out to search for a ship and wanted to sail away in her.
What I wanted to find was not the ship which was full of the
rich persons eating big meals and drinking a lot. Because I
didn’t have much money for that and I didn’t want to serve as a
cleaner or a cook. In a word, I just wanted to be a sailor only.

At first, I didn’t like to take the orders from others but
always order others to do something instead. Later, I changed
my mind and began to get used to these changes. When the
captain ordered me to get a broom to sweep down the decks, I
obeyed him. They paid me for my work and I worked for the
pay. I also had the chance of breathing the pure air on the sea

and enjoying the wild wind.
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Moby Dick

I thought, this time I should go on a whaling ship — the
kind of ship used to catch and kill whales.

Many ships searched for whales in the ocean, because you
could find a good deal of valuable oil in a whale’s body. The
best place to find a whaling® ship was Nantucket— an island on
the east coast of America. So I had to get to Nantucket by boat
from New Bedford. One Saturday night, I arrived in New
Bedford, but I found the boat to Nantucket had already sailed
out. So I had to stay in New Bedford for a night—or more.

It was getting dark when 1 stood in the middle of the street,
considering where to stay for that night. I had very little money in
my purse. I said to myself, “Ishmael, you should require about the
price first and don’t expect too much. ”

I walked towards the sea and saw the inn. The door was
open. The light inside was dim, but I could hear some voices.
I opened the door. There was a long curved table where a man
was selling drinks to the sailors.

The other men called him Jonah because that table was
shaped like the lower bone of a whale’s jaw. There is a story in
the Bible that Jonah was swallowed by a whale.

I went to the inn-keeper and asked,“Can I get a room for

tonight?”

@® whale:# &
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Moby Dick

“I'm afraid you can’t,” he said, “ All the rooms are
occupied. ” Then he thought again. “Could you share a bed?”
he asked.

“With whom?”

“With a harpooner®. Would you mind sharing a harpooner’s
bed?”

At this point I'd like to explain what a harpoon is. It is a
spear with the edges turning back. The harpooner throws it to
a whale. And the harpoon cannot be taken out at once because
of the turned-back edges. There is a long rope on the harpoon.
The whale swims away pulling the boat with that rope.

Harpooners are very strong and rough men. So I said to

»

the inn-keeper, “I really mind sharing a bed with a harpooner. ’

“Well, ”said the inn-keeper, “it’s nothing. ”

I thought of the extremely cold and stormy night outside.
Then I said to myself,“I must share any man’s bed—even with
a harpooner. ”

“I thought so,”said the inn-keeper, “Sit down. You need

some supper. It will be ready soon. ”

“Cold as Iceland, ”said someone.
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Moby Dick

“Well, ”said the inn-keeper, “I have no adequate money for
a fire here. ”

I held my hot cup of tea to warm my hands. Potatoes and boiled
puddings® made of flour and fat and sugar were put on the table in
front of us. One guy in a green coat started eating very fast.

“I’'m hungry, ”he said.

“My boy, ”"said the inn-keeper, “you’re likely to have bad
dreams if you eat so fast.”

“Inn-keeper,” I whispered, “that’s not the harpooner, is that?”

“Oh, no!” It seemed to be great fun for him, “ The
harpooner is a black man. He never eats sweet stuff. What he
eats is just red meat. ”

“Then where is the harpooner? Is he here?”

“No. But he’ll be here soon,”he answered.

I did not really want to share a bed. 1 thought that I
would let the harpooner go to bed first. So I spent the evening
listening to the sailors’ chat of their voyages. These men just
came off the ships returning to the harbor, so they brought the
latest news. Jonah was kept busy preparing drinks, and the
noise in the room grew louder and louder.

At twelve o’clock the inn-keeper came up to me.

® pudding: & T
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Moby Dick

“You won’t see the harpooner tonight; so it’s no use
waiting. I’ll give you a light and take you to your room. ”

He took me upstairs to a quite cold, small room. But
there was a very big bed, which is big enough for four men to
sleep in.

“It’s here!”said the inn-keeper. “Make yourself comfortable,

and good night to you. ”He put the lamp off and left me.
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