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: Uyghur girls in traditional clothing
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2. Uyghur people performing Mukam
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Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region, in brief, Xinjiang, covers over
1,660,000 square kilometers (617,763
square miles), one-sixth of China's total
territory, making it China’s largest
province. Xinjiang was key path of an- ‘

cient Silk Road and has become an in- |
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‘
3. Xinjiang ethnic groups in union J
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| 4 IEEESTRRANEIR (R L/ BY)
4. A young Kazakh girl

5. MABESTIREESE (ot / 48%)
\ 5. A Kazakh boy
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dispensable part of the rout connecting Asian and
European Continent in modern days . Xinjiang
extends its border 5600 kilometers in length,
neighboring eight countries including Russia,
Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Kirghizstan, Tadzhikistan,
Afghanistan. Xinjiang consists of 14 prefecture-
level cities, cities, and prefectures, and 88 towns
with 33 at borders. Xinjiang Construction Corps,
179 groups in total, have played an important role |
in Xinjiang in speeding up local agriculture and
industry development.

Xinjiang is home of many ethnic groups .
According to 2006 national statistics there have
been 53 groups resided in this territory. 13 ethnic
groups enjoy a long history of residence in
Xinjiang, including Uyghur, Han, Kazakh, Hui,
Kirghiz, Mongol, Xibe, Tajik, Manchu, Uzbek,
Russian, Daur, Tatar. Uyghur, the majority of
Xinjiang people, spread most of their inhabita- |

tion in the southern area to Heaven Mountain;

6. TBHBRA wEL/#Y)
6. Grand Festival

7. BEREVIZE (5 /#&Y)

7. Kazakh’s “goat-hunting”
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Kazakh, in northern and eastern Xinjiang; Mongols in Bayingolin
Mongols Autonomous Prefecture and Bortala Mongol Autono-
mous Prefecture; Hui people in Changji Hui Autonomous Pre-
fecture & Ili Kazakh Hui Autonomous Prefecture; Kirghiz in
Kizilsu Kirghiz Autonomous Prefecture and the area around;
Tajik in Pamir Plateau, and Xibe in Ili XiBe Autonomous town.

Peoples of diverse origins and races have co-resided in this
territory across a long history. Despite close multi-level of com-
munications and fusions, ethnic groups have preserved their
unique traditional costumes which in modern time, they wear in
merry holidays and festivals. Costume of Xinjiang people is a
greatly valued constituent part of Chinese Clothing Art and Fash-
ion for its strong local uniqueness and beauty. Normally, cos-
tume is taken as a key symbol of ethnic groups reflecting their
peculiar life style and culture. Xinjiang with its many ethic
groups has created a co-existence of a considerable level of cul-
ture uniqueness which has been shaped and developed through
local history background, economic pattern, and natural envi-
ronment developing, meanwhile, it has been continuously evolv-
ing as time proceeding. In addition, Xinjiang culture variety has
been conveyed and inherited mainly through local festivals, in
which occasions, people usually dress up to celebrate or memo-
rize and moreover, xingjiang costume take its prestigious posi-
tion in ethnic culture, not merely for the fact that it is the inher-
itance of local clothing traditions, it is a live and fancy display
of ethnic peculiarities, a development of aesthetic concept and
ideas. Brightly-colored and exotic Xinjaing costumes depicting
local peoples' ideals of happiness towards life, have created fas-
cinating pictures of great attraction for travelers to this amazing
land.

9 HEIEIRMRIEIR (t4ade - EERN /BY)
9. Tatar girls
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10.H ble Uyghur girls 11. Merry Uyghur dancings
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13. Uyghur ladies
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