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WORLD WATER DAY 2006: WATER AND CULTURE
22 March 2006, Bei jing, China
.Opening speech by Ms. Beatrice Kaldu Programme Specialist for Culture
UNESCO Office Beijing

Office of the Representative to DPR Korea,Japan, Mongolia, PR of China and Republic of Korea

Dear Organizers, Leaders, Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of UNESCO, it is with great pleasure that | join you here today for the
celebration of the 2006 World Water Day under the theme "Water and Culture”. | would
like to extend my thanks and appreciation to the Center for Public Nutrition and
Development of China and the World Water and Culture Research Society, and other

partners for organizing this session and celebration to raise the awareness about solving



the water issues that face the world today.

The theme of "Water and Culture’ is strongly connected to UNESCO's vision of water
management and governance. To achieve sustainable solutions that contribute to equity,
peace and development, water management and governance need to take proper account
of cultural and biological diversity. For this reason, UNESCO believes that the cultural
dimension of water deserves further exploration so that its many ramifications may
become better understood.

In modern times, approaches to water resource management have tended to be
extremely technology—driven in their attempt to solve the world’'s urgent water problems.
Today, according to the 2nd World Water Development Report, 1.1 bilion people are
without safe drinking water and 2.6 billion lack access to basic sanitation. Water—related
extreme events, such as floods and droughts, kill more people than any other natural
disaster, and water—borne diseases continue to cause the death of thousands of children
every day. Technology alone, however, will not lead us to viable solutions.

While science and technology are vital for understanding the water cycle and making
use of it, they developed in response to specific environmental contexts and in response to
people’s needs and ambitions, which are shaped by social and cultural factors. Water, in
fact, has powerful cultural functions. As water touches every aspect of human existence,
each community has created social structures, rules and practices for water use, based
on its vision of the world and its code of ethics. As a result, water is rich in cultural
meanings and social significance. Managing water is as much cultural as technical,
reflecting how peoples and communities relate themselves to nature.

Because of its growth and development, the human population increasingly dffects
the circulation of water on Earth, altering its quality and distribution. But the amount of
freshwater on Earth, to be shared among all forms of life, remains the same. This

situation imposes on humankind a responsibility to develop ethically sound system

of
b

water governance.
To this end, we must better understand the complex interactions between s
water and the environment. Those interactions are rooted in social and cultural pr

indeed, water management itself needs to be understood as a cultural proce
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perspective strengthens and informs a number of UNESCO's major initiatives and
priorities, notably those aiming to Incmcée knowledge about water and related
ecosystems, to promote cultural diversity and recognition of the value of the tangible and
intangible heritage of humanity, to foster the ethics of science and technology, and to help
prevent and solve water conflicts.

There Is growing recognition that, to understand and conserve natural resources like
water, it is necessary to understand the human cultures that shape and interact with
natural syétems. In this regard, the need to recognize and value traditional knowledge is
gaining ground. By adopting the UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity (2001),
‘the international community demonstrated its commitment to recognize the "contribution
of traditional knowledge, particularly with regard to envqunmental protection and the
management. of natural resources, and fostering synergies between modern science and
local knowledge” (Action Plan no.14 of the Declaration).

Since the beginning of humanity, wctef' has inspired us, giving life spiritually, materially,
intellectually and emotionally. Through sharing and applying our knowlédge of human kind’s
historical interactions with water, we will be drawn one Step closer to finding the solutions
for water challenges today.

The connection between culture and nature is the avenue for understanding,
creativity and cdaptabmty in both social and ecological systems. Therefore, sustainable
water use and, consequently, a sustainable future depend on the harmonious relationship
between water and culture. As a result, it Is vital that water management and governance
take cultural traditions, indigenous practices and societal values into serious account.

This year. to signify the UN’s ongoing commitment to global water issues, UNESCO's
Director General will deliver a report during the 22 March (today’s) closing ceremony of the
4th World Water Forum being held in Mexico.

On behalf of UNESCO, | would like to express my appreciation to all gathered here
today in your efforts to discuss sustainable solutions that contribute to the equality and
progress of water management in China.

Thank you.
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