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Between Asia and North America, and

two and three dimensions, is Manhattan’ s
new Tokyo Bar, the work of Solid Air
Design. Announced by the projection of a
pixellated red carpet on the pavement, the
bar/ eatery features — on rear wall and ceil-
ing — blown-up, mixed-up, manga-influ-
enced images by four Japanese illustrators.
‘By using the iconography of’ Japanese
manga and neon, we combined the streets
and the comic arts, says Swedish designer
Mathias Krigh, who lives in New York with
partner and wife Yukiko Krigh. ‘We

wanted to make 2D into 3D.
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Koichi Suzuno and Shinya Kamuro
of architecture firm Torafu have trans-
formed a lobby area formerly occupied
solely by vending machines into an in-
viting café. To soften the context — alu-
minium window sash, stone flooring,
austere walls — they introduced a nearly
4-m-high partition made from 30-mm

plywood, part of which gently curves to

ZIABEHEERMBEIZIT: FRERAFEEN Tet-
sumonMlMESE, TorafusR A REFAERFIT
iRit, - P EFRFONKREREE, HER
HABMRE: SRR ZHETSP.

form irregularly shaped seating. The
café is on the ground floor of Tokyo
University s Biosciences Building, which
is part of a campus whose lush environ-
ment provides the capital with a rare oa-
sis of greenery. Often spotted amid the
woodgrained world of rings at Tetsumon
are professors, doctors and grad students
unwinding at the end of a day devoted to

the rigours of research.

M 5F: Masaaki Takahashi
ElF: Daici Ano




