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Speech of the International Symposium
“Interaction of Cultures and Religions —
the 500th Anniversary of Saint Francis Xavier’s Birth”
by
Professor Lei Heong Iok
(President of Macao Polytechnic Institute)

Distinguished guests,
Dear scholars,

Ladies & gentlemen,

Good morning! On behalf of the Macao Polytechnic Institute, [
would like to extend my warm welcome to the scholars from the United

States, Mainland China and our local region.

Since Macao has been listed by the United Nation as the World
Heritage site in 2005, the world has shifted their focus to this small
historical city located in the South China Sea. Today, through the 500th
anniversary for the birth of Jesuitic missionary St. Francis Xavier, we
organize the international conference on “Interaction of Cultures and
Religions” and it has special meaning. Macao has once been the base
for the Western missionary, especially the Jesuits, to preach religion in
the East, where they set foot in China. If you pay a visit to the historical
areas of Macao, you will strongly feel their existence. Until now there
still remain some churches which have been kept and built by the
Jesuits, Dominics and Agustines in those days. This is the best testimony

for the interaction and exchanges of cultures and religions.



Four hundred years ago, Father Francis Xavier, one of the founders
of Jesuits was designated by the Vatican to preach the religion in the
East. Since he adopted the strategy of "Culture Adaptation” in Japan, he
had great achievement in the preaching activity. During the preaching
in Japan, he deeply felt that the Japanese society and the thinking of
people had significantly been occupied by the Chinese culture and
idea. Perhaps due to this reason, Xavier determined to go to China and
visited the Chinese emperor, trying to open the door of China through
the diplomatic way for preaching. Having overcome a lot of hardships
and disturbances, he had finally arrived at the Sancian Island of the
Guangdong sea area. He took it as the base for realizing his dream of
preaching in the inland of China. However, due to the sea banning
policy of the government of the Ming Dynasty, Xavier could not realize
his dream and eventually passed away on that island in December 1552
due to illness. Although Xavier could not preach in the central region of
China, his effort preluded the so-called third Catholic missionary work
at China in the history.

Despite the fact that Saint Francis Xavier failed to carry out his
religious mission in the mainland China, his frontier spirit inspired the
later Jesuit missionaries. Since Portuguese early settlement in Macao
in 1553, groups of missionaries arrived here, among who were Michel
Roggierri and Matheo Ricci, taking Macao as a base. Their command
of Chinese language and understanding of Chinese society and culture
paved the way for the spread of Catholicism in China. Since then , with
Western missionaries serving as intermediary, and Macao as base,
exchanges in culture, and science and technology have been carried out
between the East and the West, which exerted great impact on the social

development of both.



Today, we are here in Macao, in this multi-cultural city, to discuss
the cultural and religious collision and communication between the
East and the West, not only from historical perspective, but also from
the point of view of present-day situation. Based on the past experience
and lessons, we need to further enhance mutual respect, understanding,
comprehending, tolerance and learning between the Eastern and the
Western culture and religion, thus to promote the communication in
terms of ideology, culture and personnel. We believe that a pluralistic
and harmonious world should be the common goal that we are working

toward.

Finally, I sincerely wish the symposium a great success, and wish all

of you pleasant stay in Macao!

Thank you!



Saint Francis Xavier,
“The Christian Ulysses ” :

A Traveler from the Past,
a Teacher for Today

Monsignor Robert Sheeran, S.T.D.
President, Seton Hall University
South Orange, New Jersey, U.S.A.

Abstract: As a person, this Francis Xavier, the Christian Ulysses,
as one of his biographers has called him, was unique - bold
of vision, fearless for his own personal safety, unflinching in
his mission. And he was not afraid to learn - to learn and to
change from new encounters and new journeys. Nor was he
perfect: he could be irascible, inconsistent and at times harsh.
But, always, he prayed. His last words were: “Lord, | trust in
you: do not let me be confounded.”
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Who is this man, Francis Xavier? What is it that brings us together

today?

Who is this man, born into privilege in Spain — exactly 500 years

ago — who died off the coast of China, poor, alone, desolate in 15527

A man for whom innumerable institutions around the world are
named — a college in Bombay; the oldest prep school in New York City;
universities in New Orleans and Cincinnati and churches in hundreds of

cities and villages.

A man who lived only 46 years, whose life became legend, whose
courage forged a missionary movement not seen since the earliest days

of Christianity.

His original companions were few, a handful of young men, fellow
students who met at the University of Paris in the 1520's — and who set
out to change the world. And the effect of these first-generation Jesuits

was truly historic.

His successors are numerous, today tens of thousands of Jesuits who

teach and work on every inhabited continent on earth.

As a person, this Francis Xavier, the Christian Ulysses, as one of
his biographers has called him, was unique — bold of vision, fearless for
his own personal safety, unflinching in his mission. And he was not
afraid to learn — to learn and to change from new encounters and new
journeys. Nor was he perfect: he could be irascible, inconsistent and at

times harsh. But, always, he prayed. His last words were: “Lord, I trust



in you: do not let me be confounded”

Even at the end of his life, he looked forward. Having come to
respect the people and culture of Japan, he was told by the Japanese that
an even older, greater civilization existed in China, and it was on China

that he focused his last efforts. He would never set foot there.

Xavier’s earthly odyssey ended — but his influence lives on to inspire
us, Christian and non-believer, to lives of bold purpose. I believe it is
worth looking at his life and his world for key lessons that tell us where

we have been — and where we are likely to go.

Born in Basque Spain. Educated in Paris. Pilgrim and worker in
Italy. Apostle in India and Southeast Asia. Died off the coast of China,

on Sancian Island, within sight of the land he longed to visit.

He may seem a rather exotic specimen to us today — an adventurer,
a wanderer, striking out for worlds unknown and wondering why others

were not lining up to join him on the quest to convert half the world.

One commentator noted that Francis Xavier treated oceans as
others treated lakes. He crisscrossed Southeast Asia for nearly a decade,
from 1542 until his death in 1552. He touched the lives of thousands
upon thousands of people with his own deeply held faith.

What produced this man? Francis Xavier was born and educated

in the Renaissance, that great rebirth of culture and learning inspired by



