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Abstract

With the foundation of Yipu in Fujian Navy School in 1866, the first
modern organization of vocational education in China, China’s vocational ed-
ucation underwent a hard experience along with the process of industrializa-
tion. The realization to the interrelationship of the both was deepened and
richened with the development of industrialization. Although relationship be-
tween vocational education and industry manifests in different forms during
the process, some essential connections always remain and leave significant
influences on the contemporary vocational education system. A research on
interrelationship between vocational education and industry in the process of
industrialization constitutes the thread and core content of this paper. The
foundation and development of vocational education system is fundamentally
dependent on the developing level of science and technology as well as pro-
ductive forces, which is known economic base. Since industrialization is the
main stream of the evolution of Chinese modern society, analysis on the tran-
sition of vocational education at the background of industry forms the basic
framework of this research.

The first part of the paper is made up of issues about transition of
China’s vocational education dependent on the process of industrialization. It
is quite clear to see how the transition of China’s vocational education depen-
ded on the process of industrialization. There is a close relationship between
trace of beginning and developing of modern vocational education and the
process of the modern industrialization. On the one hand, in the national ed-

7

ucation system, the vocational sys;‘.em was “wholesale westernization” , that
is it adopted the modern education system of western countries and Japan.
This was basically consistent with the way China’s modern industry developed
which also copied from Europe and America. On the other hand, system of
traditional apprentice which existed in the folk handicraft industry and system

of industrial apprentice which existed in national enterprises as well as ways
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of handing down of agricultural technology in the country inherited the thou-
sand — old ways of passing the technology and developed slowly to the mod-
ern education system.

The core part of the paper selects Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Shanghai
which stay in the Yangtze Delta in modern times as the research.subjects and
develops according to the two aspects mentioned above. The paper looks into
each aspect with respective emphasis and connects each reasonably. In order
to be comprehensive and profound, the paper is written by time sequence
and featured by space as well as cored by thesis so as to be objective, rele-
vant and logical. For the purpose of reflecting profoundly the interrelation-
ship between industry and vocational education in the process of China’s
modern industrialization, the paper adopts method of element analysis from
economic history research methods. It selects typical cases from three peri-
ods in the process of modern industrialization, which is the preceding period
of industrialization or semi-industrialization period, initial period of industri-
alization and initial period of urbanization, aiming to expose features of
structures of labor force during different development period in the process of
industrialization. The features are population in rural employment as the
main part, population in rural and industrial employment and community of
population in rural, industrial and service employment. Besides, relevant
and dynamic evolution process of vocational education is included which dis-
plays as period of apprentice, period of technical education and period of vo-

cational education.

Keywords: ndustrialization, semi-industrialization, urbanization, mas-

ter-apprentice system, technical education, vocational education, interrela-

tionship
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