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Old City of European Style

Newly-developed Modern City

Magic Mountain on the Sea

Highlights on the Outskirts
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Natural Beauty

Where is the charm of Qingdao? The answer s nature.

Then where is the charm of nature? It is the natural landscape of white cloud in azure sky, yellow sand against
blue sea, and fresh flower amid green trees and mountains — all in harmony with man's ereation of yellow walls,
red roofs and exotic pinnacles. It is also the dynamic growth best exemplified in its port logistics, Olympic Regatta
and seaside skyscrapers that would be soulless without man’s efforts in combining the development with the
environment.

Charmed by Qingdao, Li Yongyi, the photographer, is recording man's efforts in the European-styled old city
and the vibrant new city, as well as the natural wonders of “Magic Mountiin on the Sea” and picturesque suburhs.
His crystal and ecological works of popular taste exactly reflect the natural beauty and cultural heritage in time
of modern development.

Devoted to shadows and lights, Yongyi framed the charm of Qingdao with a conventional film camera, an
unaffected approach, which has turned out over 10,000 photos over the years. They are mostly images with one
exposure, except several large-sized ones that are composed of connected pieces and two night views using
multiple exposures, His unique and classical style sets him apart from the unimpressive photography circle, which
is driven by material desire and domiinated by Photoshop technique, where fabricating effort obscures on-the-spot
records, His courage and adamancy draw enormous respect and show a charming Qingdao in its most genuine and
natural way:

Tt.is his nature-loving and truth-seeking trait that results in the inartificial recording of the nature, The sea
and mountains in Qingdao have witnessed his earnest efforts in early rises and late returns for thousands of times,
quite careless of the elements, in search of the most charming moment and perspectives of the nature,

Yongyi's deep love to Qingdao, his second hometown, is well condensed in this Charming Qingdao, an album
that manifests his physical and mental power, his expressiveness and sense of judgment. I believe that he will
produce more quality pictures in the fiuture, inspired by the even more charming Qingdao.

Since 1 met Yongyi in the early 1970s, 1 have always been impi d by his pi and
in writing and photography in the past 50 years. Now | would like to pay my respect and admiration to him by
composing this foreword to mark the publication of his photo album,

Xia Tingxian

Member of China Writers Association
Member of China Calligraphers Association
June 6, 2008

Beijing
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The Beauty of Qingdao

Beautiful Qingdao, a char

iing city between the mountains and the sea, has long been known as the Oriental
Switzerland and the Pearl by the Yellow Sea. At present, Qingdao even more fascinates and impresses the country and the
world with such awards as “the Most Beautiful City in China”, “the Most Beautiful Bay in the World", “the Most Charming
City in China”, and “the City with the Highest Sense of Happiness in China”

nchanting is the “Blue and Quiet Beauty” of Qingdao, in its colorful, unique and magic glamour.
The beauty of Qingdao lies in her rich diversity and
stands out with her romantic beauty of sea and lofty be

ant splendor,

sceptionally endowed by nature, Qingdao

u

f mountains. As man,

as 32 bays and 69 islands fringe the
s0-kilometer continental coastline, commanded by Laoshan Mountai—the Numbe

One Mountain on the Sea,the Daze
Mountain, Jizonan Mountain and the hills in the urban areas. It also has the rustic beauty shown in the 54
farmland, and 2 st and West, modern and ancient cultures that
are in harmony between the old city’s European-styled architecture under the red roofs and the green trecs, and modern city’s

,000-hectare

+ rivers and brooks. Qingdao is unique in combining E

skyscrapers in the backdrop of the sea and mountains. As the paradise for holidaymakers, Qingdao invariably impresses
all the visitors with the delicate coexistence in rural and urban ar i
green mountains.

The beauty of Qingd
distinet s

as of the islands and

ds against the blue sea and the

0 is attributed to her mild climate and varied landforms. Gifted by nature, Qingdao has four
asons featuring humid

, moderate temperature, cool summer and mild winter, which paint the city in diffe
and forms as seasons alternate. Dynamic changes constantly take place on the beaches of Qin

ent
hues

0 with the tide rising
and filling every 12 hours, lending an ever-changing charm to both the hature and the city that stir up an insatiable appetite

#y# % / Hometown of sail




for each and every visitor.

The beauty of Qingdao is accredited to her unique exotic style that was developed as early 7

s in 1897 when Germany
occupied Qingdao for its advantaged position, followed by Japanese invaders. They took the control of Qingdao
conse

ively for nearly half a century, leaving behind them some cultural heritage such as the diversified western
ur

architec

. the graceful cherry blossoms, and the charming chinars. They have been well-preserved and assimilated into
the lifc of local people that later developed into a romantic and colorful lifistyle. Qingdao is thus tinted with a unique

western color on top of its ocean blue, which liberalized her mind for new things and alien cultures.

The beauty of Qingdao is owed to her ser

nity and varie
Shangri-la of the clean and elegant beaches, mountains, island

y. [t is soothing and reassuring to immerse oneself in the
fields, and hot spring resorts. When it comes to variety, one
is never fed up with the novel and romantic activities unique to the sea and mountains—sailing, fishing,

sea-bathing and
beach-combing, w

le enjoying sea food with Tsingtao Beer, local fruits with fragrant tea
The beauty of Q

ngdao is reflected in the harmony between man and nature. Fertile nature nurtures culture; sea and
mountains shape the character. Though founded only 100 y

-ars ago, Qingdao has
numerous historical sites, cultural relics, old folklores and former res

history of thousands of

years as evidenced in
dences of the men of letters. At present, the city of 7-milion
people is more internationalized with its openness and hospitality, more beautiful with its creditability and excellence,
during the 2008 Olympic Regatta. A look at Qingdao will convince you of its prosperity
name brands, urban construction and

specially
bustling harbors, marine sci-tech,
h local festivities that draw tens of thousands of tourists e
and celbrities who grew up here have added more charm to Qing

ry year. A number of talents

a0—the Sailing City, the Movie City and the Music City. Being
unfolded now to the world is a blueprint of Qingdao bidding for its bright prospect
Qingdao, the oriental pe

rl, is blessed with an even more brilliant future
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01d City of European Style
Between the bluish water and the undulating hills stand a large number

‘of buildings in eastern and western styles. Amid the red-walled and green-
tiled Chinese traditional pavilions, temples, houses and palaces, lie the red-
roofed and yellow-walled European architecture standing out with pinnacles.
Rarely seen in China's urban environment, they dominate the western part of
Qingdao as a cultural miracle where East meets West in the narrow lanes that
J  link the Liyuan and Courtyards, featuring stone paths, stairs, walls and slopes

¥ shaded in lush trees and flowers. Hanging around, one feels as if he was inside
an art gallery, where the landscapes of eastern and western countries are
displayed.
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