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Abstract

In the autumn of the year 2000, Guizhou Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and Archae-
ology excavated 111 burials in Kele Township, Hezhang County. Among these burials, three
were in Han style and the others were in local style. The special burial customs of “Head Encas-
ing” and like in local burials have not been seen in other regions of china and abroad; lots of arti-
facts with strong local features were unearthed from these tombs. This excavation was elected as
one of the annual Top Ten National Archaeological Discoveries of 2000.

This report presents the fieldwork data and results of relevant basic studies in six parts;
based on the conventional classification of the past archaeological work in Kele, this report
named the burials in Han style as Type A and those in local style as Type B.

Part One is the introduction of Kele’s geographical environment and the outlined procedure
of the excavation and the data processing.

Kele Township is located in a common small flatland at the eastern foot of Wumeng Moun-
tains in the northwest of Guizhou Province. Within the scope of about five square kilometers
nearby this flatland, 14 cemeteries (or grave clusters) and two settlement remains belonging to
the Warring-States Period through the Han Dynasties have been found, which is the densest dis-
tribution of remains of these periods in Guizhou Province. Since the 1960s, at least nine formal
archaeological excavations have been conducted in this area. The excavations to the Luo Decheng
Land and Guoluobao Cemetery in the year 2000 revealed many types of “Head Encasing Buri-
A

other vessels——and cases of other special local burial customs, as well as almost 600 pieces of

to encase the head of the tomb occupant in a bronze Fu-cauldron, a bronze drum or

artifacts made of pottery, bronze, iron, jade, bone, wood, lacquer, leather, textile, and so on.
This report was started to write and compile since 2004 with the consideration of the consistency
to the published reports and adopted their classifications and terminologies. Besides of the com-
prehensive introduction and analyses, this part described all of the artifacts by tombs from which
they were unearthed, as well as the situations of these tombs to keep these data detailed and

complete. 17 types of examinations and analyses in natural science techniques and methods have
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also been made to the unearthed artifacts.

Part Two contains the data of Type A tombs and relevant studies.

The excavation of Type A tombs was only for comparison to Type B and not the central
motive of this whole excavation. The three tombs were all shaft pit tombs dug into very regular
shapes, the artifacts unearthed from which were mainly pottery with few of iron weapons and
handicraft and farming tools. Bronze (copper) objects were very rare; some Wuzhu coins were
found. Based on the typological study of the Wuzhu coins, these tombs could be dated as the
early period of the Expedition into Xinan Yi (the Southwestern Barbarians) by Emperor Wu of
the Western Han Dynasty, and the occupants of these tombs might be the soldiers in this expedi-
tion and civilians levied to inhabit here.

Part Three consists of the data of Type B tombs and relevant studies.

The most important discoveries in Type B tombs were the “Head Encasing Burials” in vari-
ous forms, which have been found in the 1970s and named after their unique features. The com-
mon feature of this burial custom was to encase the head of the tomb occupant with large metal
vessels, most of which were drum-shaped copper Fu-cauldrons; other vessels such as bronze Fu-
cauldrons, bronze drums and iron Fu-cauldrons were also used. Most of the head encasing buri-
als had only one metal vessel to cover the occupant’s head; some of them also had bronze (or
copper) Fu-cauldrons to cover feet, or to pad the feet with bronze basin, to cover the face and
arms with bronze basins or to line the grave with stone pebbles, and so on. Apart from the head
encasing, pillowing the occupant with bronze basin and some other special customs were also
found.

About a half of Type B tombs yielded artifacts, but the amounts varied sharply: almost a
third of the tombs had only one artifact unearthed. Pottery took very small proportion among
them, and most of them were funeral objects; the bending-bellied jar with nipple pattern on the
belly was the symbolic utensil among them. Plant charcoal pieces were mixed in large amounts
into the pottery paste, the very light charcoal-mixed pottery wares baked with which were also
the featured artifact in Type B tombs.

The metal vessels used for encasing the tomb occupants’ heads were usually cast exquisite-
ly; for example, the Fu-cauldron unearthed from M274 had two powerful-looking standing
tigers cast on the shoulder, which showed special connotation. All of the drum-shaped Fu-caul-
drons were cast of copper, the metallurgical technique and cultural significance shown by which
are both very noticeable.

Weapons took large proportion, the main categories of which were Ge-daggers and swords.
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The most representative weapons were bronze sword with openwork-decorated hilt and pommel
and iron sword with bronze hilt. The bronze Ge-daggers with human images on the hafts
showed strong hints of primitive religions. The tombs of Phases I and II yielded more Ba- and
Shu-styled bronze swords, which provided materials for our researches on the cultural relations
and geographical communications between the Kele area and the Ba and Shu regions.

[ron artifacts took not too large proportion; however, the tombs yielding iron burial articles
took rather high proportion in the Type B tombs. Their categories and styles were all of the
Central Plains, clearly showing that these iron artifacts were brought in from there; the earliest
ones might be in the middle stage of the Warring-States Period. Among the Xinan Yi, Kele was
one of areas where iron wares the earliest emerged.

Among the ornaments, bronze hairpins had the most characteristics, which confirmed that
the hairstyle of “Zhuiji #% (the conical hair bun)” was a feature of local people. Earrings
made of jade and bone and bronze bracelets were also very popular, which were often worn
asymmetrically, showing the pursuit of beauty and diversified aesthetics of the tomb occupants
when they were alive.

In the classified introductions and descriptions of the artifacts made of different materials,
the contents such as manufacturing techniques and cultural phenomena reflected by these arti-
facts were somewhat emphasized so that the readers may understand more aspects of the social
lives of ancient local people.

Based on the chronological analysis to the unearthed artifacts and the stratigraphic relation-
ships of the tombs, the Type B tombs yielding artifacts were dated into three phases correspond-
ing to the early to the middle stages of the Warring-States Period, the later stages of the War-
ring-States Period and the end of the Warring-States Period to the early stage of the Western
Han Dynasty. The occupants of these tombs were the social members in special religious and hi-
erarchical positions, the warriors and the common people, whose personal statuses and wealth
situations might be different but all of whom would have been free people.

Part Four consists of the examinations and analyses to the unearthed artifacts.

These examinations and analyses are comprehensive researches to these tombs from another
angle. In total 17 examinations and analyses were done; to reflect the results correctly and clear-
ly, every examination or analysis is set as an independent topic. Besides of the introductions of
intentions, methods and main results of these examinations and analyses and the original experi-
mental reports produced by the departments doing them are also attached.

Part Five is the introduction to the data of the tombs of both types by tomb.
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Introducing data one tomb by one tomb as a unit is helpful to keep the details as well as
completeness of the materials and for the researchers in different disciplines to easily find the data
they need. The introduction stresses on the tomb structures, pattern in situ of the burial articles
and furniture. The detailed tomb list is attached to the end of this part.

Part Six is the conclusion. In this part, the ancient geography and topography of Kele
Township, the ethnic attribution of the burials, the relationships among the cemeteries, the
comparisons with other contemporary archaeological remains within present-day Guizhou
Province, the social pattern and cultural identities reflected by the remains are discussed, the
opinions on which are only the preliminary studies of the authors and compilers without in-depth
researches and cannot be regarded as the final conclusions.

Because of their rich yields and unique characteristics, the Type B burials in Kele cemeteries
get special attention in the field of ancient Yelang history researches of Guizhou Province. This
report has discussions on the issue of cultural identities especially and pointed out that the burial
remains of Kele Township, although showed some features of regularity, still cannot be defined
and nominated as an archaeological culture because of the insufficient understanding to the elite
burials of the tribes or clans shown by remains of this type and the limited exploration to its spa-
tial distribution. As for the reliable evidence for the ethnic attribution of these remains, what we
have so far is still a blank. Therefore, we cannot yet regard these remains as that of Yelang Cul-
ture, lest it may make unnecessary confusion in our future researches.

What we need to explain hereby especially is, in the light of the fact that the archaeological
reports are hardly understandable and accessible to the non-professional readers, the authors and
compilers arranged a chapter of ” the Story of the Excavators” behind Parts One, Two, Three
and Six to describe the content of the corresponding part in concise and easy language, and guide
the readers to the details of the data they need. This is a new trial of this report different from
its counterparts to meet the demands of readers on different professional and academic levels, the
goal of which is to make the archaeological materials a kind of cultural resource understandable
and utilizable to the public, to maximize the social effects of archaeological achievements and
then to fulfill the social duty of archaeology as a walk of life. The results of this trial are still to
be verified in the future practices.

If disagreements are found in this report and the past reports or other materials about this
excavation, the contents in this report should be taken as the standard.

The excavation reports of the years 1977 and 1978 in Kele Township published in Kaogu
Xuebao (Acta Archaeologica Sinica) No. 2, 1986 are attached to the end of this report.
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