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Liangzhu, The Beautiful Land Surrounded by Water

Liangzhu, The Beautiful Land Surrounded by Water

There is an old Chinese saying: “In
Heaven, there is Paradise; but on earth,
there are Suzhou and Hangzhou.”

Hangzhou, as one of China’s seven an-
cient capitals, boasts of a long history
with profound cultural heritage and abun-
dant historic relics. It was listed as one

of 24 historical cultural cities first an-
nounced by the State Council of China.
Indeed, with its rich culture and pictur-
esque sceneries, its green hills and crys-
tal clear waters, weaving willows and
decorated bridges, Hangzhou turns out
to be the most suitable place for people
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to live, relax, study and work.

Located at the lower reaches of
Qiantang River, Hangzhou covers a large
stretch of plains in north Zhejiang. Pre-
historically it was a stretch of ocean bay
which gradually piled up towards a large
stretch of fertile with the remaining sand
mingling with the earth. Mother Nature
has rendered this place into one of the
earliest habitation for the Chinese, while
the human intelligence gestated
Liangzhu Culture, the richest and most
vivid civilization in China.

In Chinese, Liangzhu
means “a beautiful land
surrounded by water”.
When you arrive at
Liangzhu, you will find
how perfect the name
matches the place. In
Liangzhu Cultural Mu-
seum which lies in the
north suburb of
Hangzhou, you will
find the book of history
being unrolled one e
page after another,
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Liangzhu, The Beautiful Land Surrounded by Water

showing the living state of the ancestors,
and helping people to find the initial
home of soul.

Liangzhu Cultural Museum is located
at the south slope of Xun Hill in
Liangzhu Town, Yuhang. As the entrance
of Yuhang, an enormous sculpture
named Jade Cong is standing in the
middle of the spacious road. Just like a
push-button, it opens up the gate of glo-
rious history of Liangzhu Culture.

Jade Cong is one of the peculiar
implements and the largest Jade in

5 ¥ L 4718 /Liangzhu Culture Museum
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Liangzhu Culture. It is a kind of cylin-
der with a square shape outside and a
round inside, symbolizing the Chinese
ancient thought of the round dome and
square land. The body of Jade Cong is
divided into several sectors with mys-
terious images of gods and beasts. Ac-
cording to its physique and decoration,
it is safe to guess that Jade Cong is per-
haps an ancient talisman used by wiz-
ards to understand the universe, or it
simply represents the sublime religious
authority. As we know, each religion has
its own totem. Is it possible that Jade
Cong is the spiritual emblem of
Liangzhu Culture? The pictures and im-
ages on the Jade Cong are very clear
and true to life, however, it is too diffi-
cult for us to figure out what kind of
affections expressed in such exquisite
implements.

Besides Jade Cong, there are Jade Bi,
Jade Yue, trident shape devices, jade
bracelets, jade necklaces, etc.. All these
implements are huge and profound with
the ornament tactics of the light rilievo.
Their line-carve skill is of superb
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Liangzhu, The Beautiful Land Surrounded by Water

craftsmanship.

Around Liangzhu Culture area,
traces of corn-planting have been
found, displaying the riper paddy ag-
riculture and the well-developed agri-
cultural civilization at the time. Within
the area, a large number of stone imple-
ments are found, such as stone adze,
stone Yue, stone plowing, stone sickles.
In short, stone implements are the rep-
resentatives of Liangzhu Culture.

The ancestors used

stones as
imple-
ments to
farm and
harvest,
promoting
the devel-
opment of
productivity.

A lot of

wares for

# % /Stone axe

fishing, hunting and picking have also
been discovered here. For instance, an
unearthed wood-oar of the wide wing
with wide and flat oar body is most use-
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— 7E 22 7K WL3E B ¥ B i #E / The clear water witnesses the lapse of time

ful for the simple and crude canoe at that
time. Meanwhile, fishing network fall,
wooden buoy unearthed here prove that
people had already learnt to fish with
boats at that time.

The development of agriculture, and
animal husbandry has promoted the de-
velopment of handicraft. The exquisite
pottery found in Liangzhu Culture areas
witnesses the advanced level of the
handicraft at that time. The pottery of that

period is characterized by dust black pot-
tery of fine sand and clay black leather
pottery, made out by the fast spinners.
The spinner rotates at full speed to make
the thickness of the pottery’s wall even,
the surface slippery and the lines smooth.
Some implements with the surface pol-
ished are extremely exquisite. The sur-
face of some implements is carved with
the very fine and romantic patterns. Of
all the potteries in Liangzhu Culture
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