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INTRODUCTION

The Canal Towns in Jiangnan Area mainly refer to the old towns which lie at the
lower reaches of the Yangtze River in the south of Jiangsu Province and north of
Zhejiang Province, and endowed with fertile land, mild climate and rich produce,
this area was inhabited by primitive people many thousand years ago. Natural
villages and towns have formed along small rivers, comprising exquisitely unique
architectural layout. The towns feature white walls and dark tiles, small bridges
and streams, old streets and long lanes. Local color constitutes a unique regional
cultural landscape. These towns vary in style due to different geographic and cultural
environments. Since 1980s, most of the ancient towns have been modernized with
the takeoff of China's rural economy, losing the original framework. Fortunately,
Wuzhen, Nanxun and Xitang in Zhejiang Province and Zhouzhuang, Tongli and
Luzhi in Jiangsu Province have been timely preserved. In recent years, these old
towns have been renovated under the guidance of experts. With original historic
features, they are becoming the common heritage of our human race.

Wuzhen in Zhejiang Province has been a pivot of Grand Canal navigation for a
thousand years. It was a busy port for silk, cloth and grain trade. The town was
built along two crossing rivers, forming 5 street centers.

In Wuzhen were born many celebrities. Early in 500 AD, Crown Prince Zhaoming
used to study here. Zhang Yangyuan, a philosopher and agronomist in the 17
century, Bao Tingbo the book collector, Yan Chen and Xia Tongshan all grew up
here. This is also the hometown of Mao Dun, a modern literary giants, who wrote
his classical Mr. Lin's Shop, Spring Silkworms and Autumn Harvest against this
specific background.

In recent years, there have been countless efforts to preserve the ancient town
and restore the environment. The central part and east part of the town have been
restored to historical layout, with old riverside, old flagstones, Ming-Dynasty Stone
Bridge, Qing-Dynasty folk cottages, traditional workshops, old-style drugstores,
high-countered pawnshops, fire hoses, etc. Walking along the streets, you can easily
detect local flavors as described by Mao Dun.

Major places of interest:

Mao Dun's Old Residence, Xiuzhen Taoist Temple and Stage, Street Scenes along
the River at Zhongzha and Dongzha, Fengyuan Twin Bridge, Fangluge, Ruan
Hengde's Drugstore, Imperial Academician's Home, Zhuanchuan Bay, Bridge-
Within-Bridge and Round Gate at Xizha Street.
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